Classic Car
Buyer’s Guide

Practical advice, hints and tips on
over 40 of the nation’s best loved classics






whing a classic car is a dream for many enthusiasts. Often the dream
machine is something that harks back to the owner’s childhood, or
to a time filled with fond memories - whatever the reason, driving a
classic car down a country lane on a sunny day is a Utopia many of
us aspire to. But as with any car purchase, buying your ideal classic is fraught
with risk and responsibility. You need to keep your wits about you when viewing
potential purchases, looking out for all the known trouble spots and ensuring
that your heart doesn't rule your head. If you don't, the risk of buying something
that will cause a lot of heartache, hassle and expense is high.

That's why the buying guides that have formed a staple part of our editorial
in Classic Car Weekly in every issue have proven to be so popular: offering a
wealth of specialist knowledge, including what are the common problems,
what's the model’s history, technical specification, and what's the market and
availability like. All of this is crucial information to gen up on before choosing
your classic, hence why we've brought together just some of these guides to the
nation'’s more popular classics in one handy reference book.

Hopefully it will provide some inspiration for choosing your next classic, and
give some useful hints and tips on what to look for. That way your dream car
should be just that - and not a nightmare. Happy motoring!

Phil Weeden
Editorial Director
Kelsey Publishing Group

Classic Buyer’s Guide
Produced by Kelsey Publ

KELSEY PUBLISHING GROUP

Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill,
Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG
Tel: 01959 541444 Fax: 01959 541400
wwwkelsey.co.uk
ISBN: 978-1-873098-90-5
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ASTON MARTIN DB4, DB5 AND DB6

Onacar where evevvlhmg = be expensiv to put right, hres th thing tha can costthe most of
Il Reb £20000 if done by a specialist.
and to he honest,its 2 mb besl lettoan expert.

That said, if , they're pretty tough old
bee\s,albel\unestha\donnakea‘ k of care lightly. Oil ch 00 mil I
these engines of oils0 torunlow.

The timing chain should have been replaced Y ts breaki
wrecked engine too.

On DBs up to the Series 3 cars, you should expect around 70psi o presstre when warm and
cruising. That ises to 100psi for the later cars. Warning bells should start to sound if the gauge read
below 45psi. Ol coolers are a positive boon on these cars..ifthe car you'e looking at doesn't have
one on, then think about itting one if you decide to buy.

Something the engines can suffe from is overheating, thanks to blocked up waterways around
the iron cylinder iners. s most kel to be around the back of the engine, around the water pump.
1f, when the car s idling, the car heats up rapidly with the needle too far over towards the danger

L thisis Ithough coolant

will result in the usual

onth ightside o the engine s producesthis ymptom Look at this e o theengine and
you , then this is , and things need to be rectified.
If you also notice oil here, then things are even worse: it means the lower O-ring isn't doingits
sealing job properly, and the ol and water are mixing. And we all know that's never a good sign.

An electric fan is a good fitment, but fits on allthe time, you should be concerned about
whether itis trying to cover up inherent overheating problems.

Fuel injection was an option on the final DBGs, but only 46 cars had it fitted..which is just as well,
as the Brico system is known to be temperamental and tricky to set up properly. Most cars you find
will have twin or triple SU carburettors, or replacement Weber units It takes a person who knows
what he's doing to balance the carbs properly - especially on the cars fitted with three - but once
everything i in tune, it should stay that way for quite 2 while.

Specification

Car DB4  DBAGT Zagato 0B5 [

Year 1958-1963 1962 1963-1965 1965-1970

Enginesize  3670cc 3670cc 3995¢cc 3995cc
6<ylDOHC 6yl DOHC  6-cyl DOHC 6-cyl DOHC

BHP/RPM 240bhp 314bhp 280bhp 282bhp
@5500rpm _ @6000rpm @5500rpm @5500rpm

Topspeed  140mph  153.5mph 142.6mph 140mph

0-60mph 8.55ecs 6.1secs

Gearbox 4-speed 4speed  Sspeedmanual  5-speed manual

manual manual /3-speed automatic _/3-speed automatic

Consumption 1 15mpg 13mpg
Suspension  Front: Transverse wishbones, anti-roll bar telescopic dampers, coil springs.

Rear: Live axle, trailing arms, Watt linkage, lever arm dampers, coil springs
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Al e lmm LT of
the Aste Workshop
Rec ‘mmmm front
brake calipers, DB5
Fiont brake pacs, D83
Front brake disc, DBS
Master cylinder kit
Door bottom, DB5
Bottle tray, DBS
s \wm complete, DBS

on Martin bonnet badge
A\ummwn radiator, DBS
Kenlowe cooling fan kit
or, DBS

£41080

Uprated starter n
Alternator upgrade kit, DBS

£249.00
£395.00
£3167

Aluminium ofl cooler, DBS

oy

Timing chain tensioner, DBS

Decoke gasket se, DB

Exhaust system, DB5
onditioned SU carburet

s liedanp)

Major service

Leveramshock s
hange,

lectronic power steering kit




Aston Martin is to England what Ferrari is to Italy and Porsche is to Germany..

ind within the hierarchy of its models,

the DB4-6 series stand head and shoulders above the rest. RICHARD GUNN discusses buying into the dream

Bodywork

DB models can stil look good even when they're hiding trouble,
thanks to the aluminium skin laid over the steel skeleton. That said
though, built, and

water can get inside and attack the floor. The most likely spot for
this o happen s around the rea loor setion, as there are swage

over-engineered, so one that has been looked after well - or
restored expertly - shouldn't have too many lurking horrors.
Corrosion can strike at the foot of the bulkhead, where the
jacking points,side members and trailing arm mounts (see the
suspension section), as well as the bumper supports, pedal box,

lines

Ifyou notice bubbles on the aluminium body panels, then be
very concerned. For this to have happened, the alloy has started
reacting with the steel undemeath, and that means that the frame
s going to be i even worse condition. The bottom edges of the
doors are popular locations for this to occur.

door hi bootiid
Want to know more? Well, there's the area around t

- after you've checked the lid of course - doift

in the engine bay too, which is well-known for collecting grot.

ills are an obvious place to look at, or rather the two box
sections running between the wheels. Shrouded behind the
aluminium cover sill, they Il be expensive to repair if needed. If you
notice sagging around the jacking points, then the metal all around
is weak. Look t00 at the upper assembly for the Watts linkage
(which s behind the rear seat). Rot here is quite common and easily
overlooked.

Ce

condition its well is in. On
some cars, it might not be that nice, as DBs do have something of a
reputation for being vulnerable to rust here,

All over Took for signs of fller h
paintwork that's alttle off-shade compared to what's around it - as
magnets are of no use on aluminium, so won'ttell you zilch! Seeing
as Aston Martin didn't use filer when buiilding these cars - unlike
some other manufacturers - any that you do come across s a sign
of repairs, and possibly not very good ones at that, as the natural
flex of the body will cause it to fall out before too long.

Corrosion can cause the front suspension trailing arms to
become detached..something that needs to be checked from
undereath. And while under there, keep an eye out for rusted
sockets where the rear arms of the lower front wishbones
attach, as well as the straps on the steering rack. They anchor it
in place, 10 need o be in good order. Rubber mounting bushes
ing that willsignal itself
e e i e ot Tryatyre ot
in between the two..with the current owner’s permission of

ourse.

Steering could be sharp and direct, 5o if there's any
sloppiness during your drive, worn bushes are the likely culprit.
There's a good way to check for sure. Reverse the car quickly. If
the tail lifts, then some of the bushes are worn or, even worse,
the linkage to the axle is coming loose.

Expect a lttle bit of whine from the differential, it part of
the whole Aston soundtrack. However, it shouldn't be
excessive,

Interior

Given the cost o redoing an
interior - trim is expensive, and
all that Connolly leather will put
you back a pretty penny (well,
a pretty £6000 or so) if it needs
10 be done - it best to go fora

car where the cabin is already in &

rice order, While you can prety much et anything or these cars,

Brukes

l around on these cars,although the earler DB4s
have Dunlop ones which generally require more attention than the
subsequent cars with dual-circuit Girling systems. Because they
wear out more quickly, the Dunlop-braked cars aren't that well-
regarded, and conversions to a better system are quite common.

Given the David Brown Company’s background in transmissions, it
not exactly a shock to find the first DBs have gearboxes made by
the firm..and they're pretty good ones at that. The four-speed cars
are pretty trouble-free, although synchromesh s likely to start
vanishing, as it does with most classics after a while, and cone wear
an et in dficulesifl where it becomes

atter the ol s warm, 0 test the carfong enough to make sure it
has. Its a good excuse for a long drive, after all
Five-speed ZF transmissions appeared from the DBS onwards.

some of the switche tosource,
and headlamp stalks in particular.

DBSs and 65 had electric windows, but Aston Martin hadn't quite
mastered them yet, 5o they re not best-known for their trouble-free
operation. The motors will slow down before failing completely,

N check that the windows go up and down as they should, and

espe(\al\y on DBSs.It has some of s louves under the rear
‘window, where they're rather prone to being warped by the sun.

These are generally be e than the David
, aside from their H

they are expensive to put right f they go wrong (but, then again,
what were you expecting with an Aston Martin?). Ones past their
best can show a tendency to jump out of gear, and i that happens,
arebuild is on the cards,at a cost of around the two grand mark
from a specialst who knows hs stuff.

are some automatic cars out there, but they're not very
well-regarded, despite the selfshifters being pretty robust.
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Expert Advice

Because of how expensive these cars are, we do
recommend getting an expert in to look over any possible
purchase before you commit. Even DBs that look - and
behave - as they should can hide horrors, and it's wise to
find out about these before you buy the car. A very good,
extensive service history is a positive sign. The more money
spent on a car in the past, the better!

You can check for the originality of a car by looking at the
back of a trim panel, where the chassis number should be
written in chalk or crayon. However, it not exactly difficult
o replicate crayon or chalk, so don't trust this completely!

Contacts

Cabs
b,
OKI0 786 o wwamocorg
Spedols
Berks.

runnymedemotorcompany.com
W Destmond ) Smal Bucks,Tel: 01234 713083 or wwwjsmailcouk
hi Hert

ox voselic

W Aston Martin Works Service, Bucks.Tel: 01908 619274 or
‘wwwastonmartin.cor

W Aston Workshop, County Durharm. Tek:01207 574727 or wwwaston couk

W 1an Mason, Aston Martin Services, London. Tel:020 7727 1944 or

HISTORY

W HWM Limited, Surrey. Tel:01932 240611 or wwwhwin couk

Norfolk or www.

strattonmotorcompany.com
. Derby

1947 Aston Martin, up to this point

builder, enters a
‘manufacturer David Brown. The change of ownership is marked by all
subsequent Aston Martin models (while the company was owned by
David Brown) bearing the DB prefix.

(1950t01957)

il Monk Classic ars, erefordshie. Tel: 01885 490827

How much?
I e Dml e “g""”“ 1948 o 1930 the PEZ These are just among the most desirable o all Aston Martins. they're
isical, the 9 , ull stop. That means

o e ] from Touring of

Mila Il that's new, as the. anew,
Ly 3670cc anginecadignee by Tadek ek With i U
carburettors fitted, power output s 240bhp.

1959 The ‘high performance' DB4 - as f the standard model wasn' high
launched with

the odds. And they e aso cars where vlues re neve el o tart
plunging,
either It not ikely to happen soon.
e s
lion pounds

wheelbase.
1960 The Series 2 cars come out, packed with mechanical improvements,

g y
bonnetis now hinged at the front. As the result of a collaboration with
Zagato, the DBA Zagato s constructed..or rather,a mere 19 of them are.
s 3 DBAs last only from April to September, and have a
diferntrea htlayou Th Sre s tha ollow hav s thek
frot gl welasles pronourced

Bond factor.f you want a slver ane - and,let’sface t, who doesn't? -

thenyouan sl pying aroun £153000 ¢ £16000 you

“bargain'in

Mtn S ot They I T e
Buy privately,

less than that.

Fancy just being able to say you've owned an Aston Martin without
actually being able o use t? Well, you might be able to get a DBG for
£20000.

lov.meve are new variations on the DB4 theme in the form of a
tible,and the

than just two..
952l el Sejes> Dot oy aleugelbocynd i
rooflin

1963 The DB5 comes ot  dect development o the B4 manly
difren o One of the first

oney, a wil
these.

o
Verdict

‘Some things never go out ofstyle,never look ired or dated, never stop
B o

tobe! makmg i third of s carcin spy thriller series at the time...

1964"Ejector seat? You'e joking!™ never joke y work, 007."The
iy by inding itsef, person.You worit
ot But, i
1965 There's an estate - sorry, shooting brake - conversion of the DBS by peniy. P ancprojes o
Radford, but kh t e gy
Do pdat the
2 seating, and a K landd

spm\ev atthe ear Improves the handling, Other changes are 2 new rille

you feel while theye doing . And thats good.oh so very,very, good.

and split
appearlng slongade 007 in Tunderbll,

subsequanl

bunch, H e
just wonit be satisied without a silver Aston Martin DBS.

different DBS and V8, a MKk2 version of the DB6 appears, with wider
heels,flared arches and terior There's fuel

injection..although not a very good one.
1970 The final DBG is built
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quote

For a 1966 Aston Martin DB6 MK, valued at £50,000,based in Peterborough

T AT T S BT
only car, kept on driveway, lub

Ry comp, 23702 S0yeir o, ot NCB, 3000-mie limit,second car
‘garaged, club member



Chiltern Aston

CENTRE ——

Ley Hill Road, Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead
Tel: 01442 833177 Fax: 01442 834800
wwuw.chilternaston.co.uk

W
B
)&QQ@
HERITAGE

Complete Restorations - Genuine Factory Parts - Accident Repairs
Major Insurer Approved - Free Estimates - FSA Regulated
Designated Aluminium Bay - P.A.G Catergory B Approved Repairer
Bespoke Enhancements - Labour Discounts for A.M.O.C Members
Modern Courtesy Cars - Two Transporters - Water and Solvent Mixing systems

Paintless Dent Removal - Free Help and Advice - Trade Enquiries Welcome




ASTON MARTIN DB7

DB7s came with six-cylinder and V12 engines; rather understandably, everybody
stopped buying the six-pot cars when the 12-cylinder ones were launched. Well,
you would, wouldn't you? It an Aston with a V12 after all... However, whichever
engine option you decide to go for, the units are well-built, tough, and have usuaHy
unstressed, as whoever gets a chance to take a DB7 to its full potential in
country? The V12is genevally ve(ugmsed s the better of the two engnes havlng
been spe from an older
Jaguar unit.
inde

< Generally regarded as a lazier GT engine rather than a true
performance unit, the six-cylinder lump nevertheless gives the earlier DB7 a high
level of performance, and is somewhat cheaper and easier to look after - 2 Jaguar
specialist would Know his way around ane o these

trike

which can wear out quite easily - if there seems to be a lot of vibration o me front end, lhen this s a lkely cause. The V12 engines can
also suffer from this problem, as well as another shared six-cylinder foible of the throttle sticking shut at the throtle body, which,
unfortunately, s buried away in a diffcut area to access,

Listen for timing chain rattle - the wear, jines to get very noisy. This will need sooner rather
than later, otherwise the chain might slip, with disastrous and expensive repercussions for the engine. If chain rattle is especially noticeable
on start-up t ikely to be because the plastic backing has fallen off th tensionsers, allowing the chain o rub the meal behind. Later cars

had a hydraulic rather than mechanical tensioner ftted. rather than flat, if w to tell the diff

V12: The V12 is too new - and also too resilient - for major pmb!ems to have surfaced yet, aside from the harmonic dampers going out of
balance. The result is vibration, and the result of that is that most owners willalready have had these replaced anyway.

Whatever happens, don't use ‘normal'anti-freeze in a V12 DB7. It uses synthetic OAT anti-freeze, and mixing the conventional stuff will
cause a gel to form..which could lead to the radiator splitting.

Specification Parts prices
Car Aston Martin DB7 Aston Martin DB7 Vantage All prices from Chiltern Aston Martin
Year 1994-1999 1999-2004 1t Wing
Engine 3239cc 6-cyl DOHC 5935¢cc V12 QOHC \t brake pads,
BHP ont brake pads,
Top Speed 157mph 184mph scs, 6-cyl, pair
oeomph  S8secs 50secs e discs¥12,pai
Gearbox Five-speed manual or Six-speed manual or Clutch kit,6-c
four-speed automatic five-speed automatic lutch kit,V12
Consumption  22mpg 19mpg
Suspension Al anti-dive
; o

I s,anti-roll bar  [EECIEICIAYIPS
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The Ford-designed DB7 of 1994 revitalised Aston Martin and ended its reliance on the V8 engine it had
been using for almost quarter of a century. An instant classic from its launch, RICHARD GUNN reviews
the recently demised British supercar and considers buying one...if only he had the money!

The alloy wheels are
reinforced at their outer
edges, where they re
liable to come into
contact with kerbs etc
Less thought was paid
totheir inner edges, and,
over time, these rims can
become distorted. Vibrations through the steering will hint at this,
but don't confuse that with wheels out of balance.

It ertain all i
airto escape, and these cars are very sensitive to correct pressures.

The
up well to the test of time...after all, the oldest DB7 is a mere 14
years old. But check lhe leather and lhe wood, for putting right
these cars
iskeptto.a minimum. Sun can cause lhe leather on the dash to
shrink though. The plastic seat catches which allow the seat to tip
aren't of the greatest quality, and consequently can break.

Do check the air conditioning, and feel the carpets for leaks
It needs recharging regularly. The gaskets and seals can fal,
especiallyif ot used very often, which i often the case with DB7.
The biggest problem of all il be f the evaporator unit has sghven

Bodywork /underneath

Rustin these cars i, in general unlkely,and ifyou do come actoss
it its bad

which should make you wary o what ése you'te going to come
across with the vehicle. Construction is by a steel underframe with
steel body panels,although the front wings, ills, boot lid and front
and rear bumpers and aprons are composite. On the first DB, the
bonnet well,but for

later models.
“That said though, some corrosion has started to show up in the
older cars..yes, it may be an Aston Martin, it may be only a decade
or 50 0ld, but that doesn't make it immune. The jacking points,
radius arm mountings and front bulkhead are all spots which have
proved somewhat prone to tinworm. I there are problems with
the bulkhead, you wil robably find evidence of leaks around
toan MoT

failure..and a bill of about £3000 to £4000 to rectify.

Something else you may notice are bubbles on the front wings.
but these aren' corrosion, merely repair work that hasn't been
carried out to a proper standard. Either live with them or replace
the front wings. The same can happen with bonnets on the earlier
composite-panelled examples.

Likely to be of more concern than rust is accident damage. These
are fast, , an
their drivers'competence. Thus repaired collsion damageis not
unusual.but how el has it been done? I he chasss ails under

kinked or the front d, you'l get
poor handiing. Uneven tyre wear s another symptom of ths..and
easier to check than getting underneath and checking the chassis
rails and subframe, although these should both be looked at.

up the ghost..as that means
come out,an hat's ajobthat takes at leasta oy, And then you
need to putit all backin again...

Play with all the electrical bits and pieces. Electrical gremlins can
strike, with the biggest culprit likely to be the electric windows,

wear. One of the problems comes from the hood irons, with have.

rubber covers on them. However, if these are lost, the resultant

sharp edges can rub holes in the hood. New material can be put

in.but its stlla specla\lsl Anb ifyou want it done right. Do check
t the headlini

which d at going down but not tha
up again. gearis Ford-derived, and clean when
fimsier be expect from

¥ sp
although iti rather continuing the Aston Martin tradition of
borrowing from lesser manufacturers parts bins.

Very tall drivers may find the earlier DB7s easier to fit into
than the later ones equipped with airbags. The front seats were
changed when the inflatable safety features were added, and
seemed to make things alittle more compact inside. Try before
you buy.

Six-cylinder cars have a Getrag five-speed manual or a GM four-
speed auto. The V125 add an extra ratio to this (with the manual
made by Tremec and the auto by ZF). The option of steering
wheel shift was available from 2000. And that's all you really
need to know..for there are no major problems with any of the
gearboxes, and if you do have trouble with the gears, it best
justto go and find another car.

Aside from any collision damage - which willreflect in the sort
of tricky handling unexpected of an Aston - something else

to consider is that the suspension bushes are not known for
their longevity, almost being items that need replacing at every
service on hard-driven cars. Creaks and groans from underneath
will signal bushes past their best, as well s flag up shock
absorbers - there are six on the 7, by the way - that could also
do with replacement.

With no upper wishbones at the rear, the driveshaft joints take a
ot of weight and can thus wear out within 10,000 miles.
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These are specialist machines and don't respond wel to not
being cared for properly. Thus, a ull service historyis practically
amust - and from a proper specialist or, best of all, Works Service
at Newport Pagnell. The factory recommendation s for a service
every 7500 miles or every six months. Be wary of buying a car
which is coming up to its 30,000 mile service, i it a six-cylinder,
or 45,000 miles, if s a V12. Because these are the big ones, and
wonitbe atall cheap..around Slgles bal\paka'gme Bestto

Contacts

Clubs
B Aston Martin Owners Club, Tel 01865 400400 or
wwwamoc.org

Speclsts

B Chiftern Aston Centre Lt Herts Tel:01442 833177 or
w7 centre.couk

B Aston Sales of Kensington, London. Tel: 020 7985 0111 or

C Bucks.Tel: 01753 644599 or

Wed alo advi ins
somebody who knows whallhey vetooking for ~before any
money changes hands. Any independent Aston Martin specialist
should be up to the task.

HISTORY

www.runnymedemotorcompany.com

M Aston Martin, County Durham. Tel: 01207 233525 or
wwwaston couk

M Rikki Cann, Essex, Tel: 01702 291818 or wwwirikkicann.com

1987 At the Mille Mlglla race retrospective, Victor , chairman
of Aston Marti with Ford of Europe vice chairman Walter
Haye.Hayes. I tum, meets with Herey Ford 1 and suggess buymg
B Sept

Ford buysa ma;umy shave hummg in Amm Wartn The malque

How much?
i i 0875 When .
3 sking price for just issic
‘model for
tember, \d the 00 mark,
del

becomes part of 3 by
mething thatis

the near future.

1988 Work starts on a new Aston Martin, under the name - for the
moment - of DP1999.

1991 Victor Gauntlet retires from Aston Martin, and i replaced

by Walter Hayes who’s able o beter commanthe ea ofFord

for -dubbed NPX project, JaguarxJs
SETato Ce i e d e T
1

Vantages,of course, cost more for their extra cylinders and potency,and
I vith

tiblg

P

the roof back

isthe likely 10ss o your wallet or bank account. And if you really want

0 splash out, then you can always go for the ART .and pay quite a fair

whack over the Zagato figure.
Allof

Mart name onitis

WR designer an Callum ody
Soerefecting the ns ofthecisic DB46 ange,andi the decion y Lbutwe
taken to name the car the DB7 afer David Brown - Aston Martin's most dontreckon !
~whois asked back grands to buy even the humblest and oldest example of the DBY.
1993 The 335bhp DB7 is unveiled at the Geneva WotorShowin March, Verdi
its looks and perfc lus. ferdict
represents something :amp\elely new from Aston Martin. Evenf it i ey e At

somewhat Jaguar-lav
s e Al fa(mvy in Blosham, Oxfordshire, which had

D87.poducion gets undevwzy in September.
1996 At the North American Interational Auto Show in Detroi,

a convertible version of the DBY is unveiled, named the Volante in
traditional form.

1999 The DBY has been such a success that a Vantage version is
urleshed, with Gkt V12 engine producng 4 mmm Ongmally

means a ot in the car world. And in the real world too.The V12 Vantage
but

extra for the extra cylinders,cubic capacity and performance,both
purchase price and running costs. When youe talking about cars
he ton, It

mean alot,and the sixs defintely a cheaper propositon than the 12,
thanks n part to sharing some of ts mechanical tems with Jagua.
And that’s probably the first time we've ever referred to Jaguar parts as
inexpenive.ut i this contet. they are

intended to be sold
2 that

drive,and that V12 engine s glonauxly smooth and lusty,and B

soon
A A B
convertble s limited to a less bamnet threatening 165mph.
2002 As if the Vantage wasn't enough, the V12 GT comes out with

e bonnet vents,  boot spoik

y ead, s the earl

e 11 Astons - and

alloys and other carbon fibre and aluminium touches. The GTA s the
automatic version. Even more special i the Aston Martin DB Vantage
Zagato, built on a shortened chassis. Only 100 are built..one of which
isfor Aston Martin' own museur.
2003 A variation on the DB ARY,

i it reall s a roadster too,
top atall.Stil, what do you expect for $226,0007

badge up at the front, you can explore the rest of the marque at later
date.

Insurance quote

sed ona 1998 Aston Martin DB7, valued at £24,000
B Fully comp, 29-year-old, unlimited amount of miles per annum, parked on a

2003 The DB |  after around 7000 have been built.
fr

[} Tess th: ked

2004, is the slightly i d DBY, DBB
seit t

having b d
Martin with only had eight cylinders.
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London'’s Leading Aston Martin Specialist

ASTON MARTIN SERVICING JUST GOT BETTER

Since 1970, Ian Mason have been servicing Aston Martins from their
in West London. ITan has now retired, but together with
established Aston specialist Desmond Smail, his vastly

nical team have created a new business. Aston Service London, operating

from the same workshops.

storations. Aston Service London have
ience to look after your Aston Martin. From DB4,
5 and 6. all the way to DB7, DBY, Vantage and Vanquish, backed by
the biggest Aston parts inventory in London.

Classic Aston Martin Se

~e
LA

ASTON SALES
wwiw.astonkensington.com

ALAN BAKER
0207 9850111

Aston Sales of Kensington
139b Freston Road

North Kensington

London

W10 6TH

ﬁ‘ ASTON

SERVICE
LONDON

www.astonservicelondon.co.uk
PETER HAMILTON
0207 727 1944

Aston Service London
139a Freston Road
North Kensington
London

W10 6TH

\//
www.djsmail.co.uk

DESMOND SMAIL
01234713 083

Desmond J Smail
36 East Street

Olney
Buckinghamshire
MK46 4AP



AUDI QUATTRO

You dorit see manyfive-cylnder enginesyet Audi |
the 10v

Allquatros g
led and fuel-injected.

this layout and
engines - is something you soon learn to love.
Three engines were fitted to the quatiro - the 10v W, later 10v MB

The turbocharger is water-cooled
on the MB and 20v engined cars

and the 20v Before you get andas
get the service B withno ~life - b d for over
i the long or even sh paysto I

hold on for a well documen!ed example.

d to see
re(enl ev\den(e of this. If the vendor claims that they have changed it
themselves or a non-Audispecilist has carried out the work, be wary.
The front crank pulley needs 450N of torque when being tightened -

g b
Conversely, a WR turbocharger with air-cooling may only last 70,000
miles. It willlast longer if the car has been allowed to cool down before
being tumed of. With any engine, blue eshaustsmoke suggests
d while it could tthereisa
chance thatit could be the valve guides.

anylessand it its way loose, 1g the engine in the
process.

"Exhaust manifolds are another issue adds Roger Galvin. "When you
start the engine, be very wary of a ticking sound which indicates a
failure? Again,  recent bill for replacement should put your mind at ease.
Welding one up is not a long-term solution and f the internals of the
manifold ail they l be sucked into the turbocharger addin
considerably to your woes. When you o to check the car, make sure itis

long-lved althou the
engine can lead o the bores going oval which il eventually lead 102
loss of compression and the need for an engine rebuild - and a billfor
more than £5000.

The oil cooler pipes can corrode. Failure of these will lead to a sudden
loss of oil and more big bill. Check their condition, especially around
the ferrules
\medms shouldlast 80000 miles easly. Sympmms of ailure are

acuallycoldand

ngine for

cold. On that front, you shouldn't need totouch the
torore when

enoy the quatro experence.
ined

Avoiding tu wise -you what

Parts prices

you respon
amateurish attempts to rlease more horses. With 220bhp and 2 0-60
time of less than six seconds with the 20v engine, one wonders why
people aren't satisfied with the car in standard trim?

gines. They

should just start as

s00nas youtum
key.

Prices are courtesy of Quattro Corner, Birmingham
Brake discs front, pair

Brake pads, front

Clutch kit

Specification

Turbocharger, exchange,
uter CV joint,

Ball joints, front, pair
Wheel bearing ks,

car Audi quattro WR Audi quattro M8 Audi quattro 20v vish bone bushes, eac
Year 1980-1987 19871989 19891991 vishbones c/w bush

Eng 2144cc 5-cyl OHC 2226¢c 5-cyl OHC PYPTITER e o  all 5'21nless steel exhaust,
BHP/RPM

TopSpeed  137mph 137mph 142mph

0-60mph  7.1secs 67secs 59secs

Consumption 22-28mpg 23-30mpg 18-25mpg

Gearbox All models: 5-speed manual

Suspension  All models: Independent by wishbones and MacPherson struts, bers, gas, each,

front and rear
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Boot struts, each




The quattro was the car that changed the face of sportscars and rallying forever. Success in the competition world
was translated into success in the commercial world, and the original quattro enjoyed an 11-year production run.
However, these cars can seem fiendishly complicated for the home mechanic so IAN SEABROOK gives you the
lowdown on this ground-breaking coupé. Roger Galvin of the Quattro Workshop is our on-hand expert

Bodywork

First of all,let's dispel a myth - quattros were never fully galvanised

and even the panels that were coated were not always consistent

between vehicles. You really do need to check a potential purchase

ut for rot as they are depressingly able to corrode - although

factory rust-proofing went a long way to combating
Aquick walk around the vehicle can say a ot for its condition.

Front wings rot altoo easily above the front bumper and at thet

Ithough rot along their

“The back edge of the floor can ot - although the main floorpans
don'ttend to suffer. Do check the boot floor however, especially
around the rear towing eye and definitely before you put any load
on this yel Rear arches re susceptible but were oled on ater cars
protection. This was d larger wheels

tobe med.
 Intermsof pam availability, Audi seem to have litle regard for its

harder to spot.On early cas, the base ofthe bootid may corode
‘and when you open it, you may find rust around where the hinges
attach to the body. Audi,inits wisdom, attached the hinges before
the cars were painted, so there is bare metal behind the hinge!
Incidentally, from the 1987 model year onwards, the bootlid was
glassfibre.

‘The door bottoms can corrode and itis a good idea to have a look
around the sunroof. This is a tit or remove item in steel. Drains for
this run down the windscreen surround. Lift the lower edge, and
skim along it with your nail. Can you feel any bubbling? It could
suggest hidden horrors and even worse, can allow water to leak
onto the ECU.

Moving underneath, first of all, check the crossmembers and
chassis ails. They don't usually rot but foolish chimps may have tried
t0jack the car up on these - which needless to say,is nota good
idea.

what may say. Some parts are
now hard, o next to impossble, o Tocate I e f bodywork,
checking the following makes sense or you'l be searching for parts
foralong e Black rearlight lensesare i longer avllable while
headlamy the rear bumper

unavalable. ront ‘wings have been remade but Audi mrew o lhe
ariginal moulds and the newer ones don't ft that well.

necessarily write offa car with ffy panel gaps as being acident
damaged - it may just be that the replacement front wings didn'tgo
on that well. However, these cars are powerful and people may get
carried away - thinking that four-wheel-drive makes itimpossible to
skid off the road. The flanks and inner front wings should be checked
for accident damage.

One last Audi trait i for failed door handles. “The casting in them
breaks with time and replacement s the only option; advises Roger
Galvin.“Itis relatively easy to swap lock barels 5o f the car comes
with several keys, someone has been lazy."

Interior and
Electrics

The earliest cars came
with a lurid zebra-striped
interior which isn't for
the faint-hearted. All
interiors can show sings

\ Transmission

The 016 gearbox s a robust box of cogs although
ithas a typically Audi notchy gearchange - which
an often be improved by adjustment of the
linkage. Second gear synchromesh is often the
first to o, 50 check it on the test drive.

The clutch can get some hammer s this

of wear and tear."Seat
bolsters tend to suffer with age and the only option is to st
and replace the inards - usually by finding ble Au

the seat down
in a scrapyard
at” suggests

certainly isn't a car which can spin away its power
on a hard start.stil they are often good for
150,000 miles although if it has been replaced
recently, enquire as to the make as the proper
Sachs one i the only one to fit. At around £170, it

Roger. Leather seats (optional) can su"er if not looked after and replacing
‘with a complete cloth interior will be cheaper than re-trimming the seats.

The electronic dashboard ftted from 1984 needs to be checked to make
sure that everything is working. It is essential that you never attempt to
jump-start a quattro as the power surge when connecting up can blow every
single capacitor in the dashboard advises Foger.oul 1l be looking to spend at
least £ them all gof
temove it and charge It away from the vehicle

WR-engined cars even get a voice synthesizer although this tends to not
work if an after-market stereo has been fitted - commonplace now as the
tape decks wear out eventually.

tri is nolonger it can give
trouble. The relays break which then causes the motor to over-wind the
‘window, breaking the securing lugs. Replacement of the entire mechanism is
the only option which'll mean another scrapyard visit. Make sure you check
that they operate properly.

The heater controls, as with many Audis of this vintage, can go slack and
stop working properly.In addition, the heater tap can seize, making warm
days even toastier as you can't turn the heater off. Replacement of the cables
is not much fun.

Finally,the electric aerial can fail and you won't be able to find a new one.

is more than reasonably priced for a car of t
performance.

MB and 20v quattros have a Torsen (Torque
Sensing) centre differential which automatically
sends power to the end of the car with most grip.
The worm drives in this unit can be alttle noisy
but this isn't a serious problem. “All quattros have
the ability to lock the centre and rear differential
butin reality, there are few situations where this is
required and the mechanisms often seize;
explains Roger Galvin. A rattle under heavy
acceleration suagests that the propshaft ca

aring of renewal whereas a bang on
aquick pull- away i probably the rear differential
knocking on the floor as the mountings fail with
time. Its an easy job to replace them so don't fear
the worst.

Rear differentials can seep a lttle but any oil
drips signify that work is needed. Wheel bearings
last around 80,000 miles and should be replaced
in axle pairs.
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Sypersion nd g

The quattro attracted criticism for it soft, progressive brake pedal
‘when new - a far cry from the over-servold systems fited to cars
these days. At the heart of the system is an accumulator sphere, as
found on any hydraulic Citroén. Itis a good idea to check that this
isnitin need of replacement i there is nothing to suggest that
has been replaced in the service history. To do this, run the engine
fora short while and then turn it off. Now, press the brake pedal
until it goes hard. A new sphere should manage around 30 pumps.
Less than ten is not good news while less than five means that you
should refuse the test drive;"warns Roger Galvin. The effects of
complete brake faiure on the move are not pleasant to consider.
ABS was fitted from December 1983 (therefore on most Brtish
cars) although it automatically turitselfoff when the diffs are
locked - the ABS light should illuminate when this happens. After
the test drive, jump out of the car and immediately check each
‘wheel for temperature. The master cylinder return spring can fail
with the result that the brakes irst bind and eventually can seize
on. A hard peda also suggests something amiss

ull t each corner of
they rarely give much i the way of trouble. Worn wishbone
bushes will
although it cannot be stvessed encugh that whee\ alignment is
absolutely critical to making these cars “feel”as they should and
specialst attention s recommended, especially as camber and
toe-in/out can be changed at each corner as the rear subframe
is just a front one turned through 180 degrees, with a couple of
carrier brackets for the differential welded on.

The rack and pinion, power-assisted steering rarely gives

problems although tie-rod ends may need replacing at 100,000
mile intervals.

Contacts

Cubs
M Quattro Owners Club.Tel: 01886 880777 or

Finally on brakes,
you'l o0n earn about fyou park ona il Reconitoned calipers
atthe back are around £80 per side.

HISTORY

1977 Volkswagenis in the process of developing the liis, released

g
and four-wheel-drive. An Audi 80 prototype appears with the same
running gear and soon proves s ability in secret test sessions.

1979 Mikkola has a test drive in a is

Specialists

W Quattro Workshop (servicing and repairs), Leics. Tel: 01455 208037
or wwwthequattroworkshop.co.uk

W AM Cars (servicing and repairs), Somerset. Tel: 01460 55001 or
WWWamcarsquattro.co.uk

W Quattro Comer (parts), Birmingham. Tel: 0121 476 0034 or
Wwwquattrocorner.com

How much?

‘The priciest propositions are the very earlest cars - as s often the

willing to drive the car in allying as he is certain that it would be a
success.

1980 The Audi quatro makes s st public appearance at the

theline 20v.
very best, low mileage examples of each. The middle cars have the
lowest values - z!mough youre il lookingat payingave £8000or

Eitord: 400,
S e for quattros of this era. Contact Roger Ga\vm for further detals
the takes it by surprise, and i i 1000 although
more. restoration costs can be prohibitively expensive so wed have to
Afew
1981 in the UK, albeit fi grand might get you a runner with MoT but you could easily end up
H demand nd in November ese are not cars

1982, Aud

1983 RHD sales begin and the cars feature new single-piece
headlamps.

that respond wellto a lack of care and attention.

Verdict

or

1984 ABS becomes g year,in addition

fve g that

ipe is finally chang
RHD cars and the zebra stripe’interior trim is replaced with a more
tasteful checked patter.

1987 Towards the end of the year the MB engine s itted. This is
larger and has a higher compression ratio alled to a smaller

g it less laggy and , although the

cars can match. Sure, inside i about as exciting as German interiors
ever get - which isn' very - and they are not the cheapest cars to run

d reliabili hard to find as the car s in that

P up,
items are not yet being made. But the dedicated owners club will

rger m
overall power levels
i d

y

d

Torsen centre differential.

1989 The 20v is unleashed with power now up to 220bhp and a vast
Bosch

Earl ing to attract a premium
50 the pick of the lttr for us are the MB-engined cars which offer
plenty of go, lots of practicaliy, surprisingly good economy and a more.
affordable price. The 20v quattros offer the most power but on our

he MB offer

nd a catalytic
1991 Production of the
new S2 coupé. §1/
commences in 1990 but i
the ur-quattro lives on
until mid-1991.The new
car rather lacks the
character ofits
predecessor however.
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Insurance quote

Fora 1989 Audi Quattro 20v valued at £10,000,
based in Peterboror
 £413.70 for 2 29-year-old, two years'no claims bonus, 10,000
miles a year limit, club member, kept on driveway.
 £202.65 for a 50-year-old, full no claims bonus, 3000 miles a year
limit, club member, keptin a garage.
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AUSTIN-HEALEY 3000

As classic traditional British sportscars go, they don’t come much
more highly regarded than the Austin-Healey 3000. RICHARD
GUNN looks at buying the best of the Healey bruisers.

Parts prices

Allparts from AH Spares - see ww.ahspares.co.uk

inder, from £2

Brake master cy

Transmission

Don't look for synchromesh on first and reverse. You won't
find i, it was never there. It may also be starting to disappear
around second on well-used examples too. First can get tricky
to engage too - probably best found by going via second. Gear
whine is usual on most cars, but shouldn't be over the top!
Overdrive was a standard fitment, and should engage on third
and fourth gears. Check that it goes in and out smoothly, but
don't be too bothered if it doesn't seem to work, as most faults
are usually electrical,

Oilleaks from the back axle are pretty common, but if the
black stuff gets on the rear brakes, it won't do them any good
whatsoever, and you won't appreciate the car’s much reduced
stopping potential either. Obviously, it's better to buy a car that
isn't leaking from here, but i you do find one that is, keep in
mind that it isn't that difficult to change the seal.

Brake shoes, front, exchange, £37.70
from £139.50

from £47.

Front bumper,
Clut
Exha
Exhaust, complete,

plate,

st, complete, mild steel, from £86.50

Front wing, aluminium,
Hood,

Shock absorber,
Ol pump,

Fuel pump,

Timing chain,

Timing chain tensioner,

“The engine is hardly hi-tech. It just a good, old-fashioned lump
of Brtish six-cylinder iron from the Fifties, and therefore
inherently robust and capable of reaching 200,000 miles without
t00 many problems, assuming a modicum of care and attention.
They do ke to drink or leak oil though, so this should have been
kept topped up throughout the car'slfe...and will need to
continue to be so. Lok for 50psi on a warm engine while
cruising, expect it to drop to around 10 o 15psi at idle. If the
engine meets these criteria, then it's probably pretty sound.

More of an issue than il s likely to be overheating - after all,
these are big engines, and 40 odd years of water pumping
around their insides are likely to lead to some silting up and less
than efficient radiators. Dodgy ignition timing also leads to the
cars running hotter than they should. Worst case scenario is that
the pistons can melt. Many wise owners will have fitted electric
fans, but this might be an excuse to try and cover up overheating

problems. Make sure any electric fan doesn't stay on the whole
time - under usual circumstances, a 3000 shouldn't run too warm.
Ah, those triple carburettors on the MKk2. They really are very
tricky to set up properly, so1f the car you'e looking atis one of
these and it not running very well, suspect these before
anything else.

Specification

car Austin-Healey 3000 Mk1 Austin-Healey 3000Mk2  Austin-Healey 3000 Mk3
Year 1959-1961 19611964 91641968

Engine size All models: 2912cc six-cylinder OHV

BHP/RPM 124@4600 130@4750 148@5250

Top speed 116mph 120mph 122mph

0-60mph 11.4secs 104secs 9.8secs

Gearbox All models: Four-speed manual with overdrive

Consumption ZOmpg 17.1mpg 20. 3mpg

Suspension by coil springs, wishbx ti-roll bar and I d ar: Live (beam) axle

by half elliptical springs, Panhard rod and lever arm dampers. Mk3s had twin radius arms mstead of Panhard rod.
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Almost 90 percent of Austin-Healeys  the majority of them
30005 - went over to the States. Many of them have since
been repatriated, but that doesn't mean they've all come
from the dry states over there. Much of America can be as.
wet - if not wetter - than Britain, 5o rust can still be an issue.
Something else to take into consideration is if the car has
been converted to righthand-drive, and if so, how well has it
been carried out?

Brakes and wheels

Best of the breed when it comes to stopping are the Mk3s - not
only dothey have front discs, but there's a servo as well. This was.
only an option on Mk2s, and not available at all on MK versions.
Obviously, t’ a desirable thing to have.

Ol from the rear axle wil affect the back brakes - as mentioned
earlier - if allowed to spray on them while the car is in motion.
And that's about the worst malady that can affect a 3000's brakes,
apart

Wire wheels are found on most Healeys these days, even
though they weren't standard. They should be painted, not
chromed - the latter treatment makes them heavier and affects
handiing. Clonks from the wheels - especially when reversing
- signal a worn spline. You should also look for these visually
t00.Test the spinners for integrity too - sometimes, over-

they donit want to spoil the chrome!

Accident damage is always a possibility with these cars...and
there's a good way of checking. Underneath are the two main
box section rails, which run the length o! the car, and shou\d

As well s checking that floorpan from inside, just check the
conditon ofthe i, and how much of i stil hee. akhough
you can 9 i
fairly Sparts i lhewwoed ther was
confined to just the seat facings - but it willstill cost a 13" bitto
putright if it shoddy.

Don't forget to see if there’s a heater - it was only an option on
th \d may not have been fi bound

for the warm parts of the USA.

Bodywork

First things firs,stand back from the car to seeif it looks right.
There's a swooping and curvaceous swage line that runs the
whole length of the car, and should line up all the way along. If it
doesn't - and you'l really notice it on a two-tone car, especially
around the doors - then you need to ask why. It could be accident
damage or a previous restoration that pevhaps wasn't done very
well_Either way - ask the vendor about

find a 3000
restoration work done ~ unless it just come back from Call!orma
‘The unfortunate fact about these Healeys is that practically

be straight. If 3
beena cnch i the past omething tht may be bocked op by
the car pulling to one side.

‘These main rails can also rust, as can their outriggers. The
place to check most of ais underneath the sils, as with any
old car.

‘There are other places that need to be checked too, while
you're down there. The bulkhead and floorpan are welded to
the chassis and both can get attacked by corrosion because of
the car’s convertible nature. When it gets caught in a shower
without time to put its roof up, water gets inside and can't
£sape. 0 s o work ks comosveRomor ot s sround
it. Have a look from both inside and underneatt

Those usual suspects of the rear spring hangers shou\d also

~ look for signs of rotin t

You'l probably need t jack the car up o get the best view of
these areas, and while the jacks are out, there’s another thing
you should scrutinise. With the car up at the rear, look at the
door gaps. They shouldn't have closed up any more than when
the car wasesting on it whees f hey have,thenthe 3000 has

tinworm. Just Iook e'vevywheve.

 but

cf e anerongs unl
Which a seller might not be too keen on, obviously.Best thing in
such circumstances s to try and feel through the material for any
crinkliness. A- and B-posts are vulnerable too.

“The front shroud - around the grille and the bonnet -is
aluminium. Which means it won't rust, but it can suffer from
electrolytic action where its meets the steel of the front wings.
And, because of its construction, s aso prone to dents, and can
even get hurtjust by being leaned on when people are looking
in often look out
for it The back one s also prone to the same problems, although
obviously, it doesn'tsufer from road dirt and doesn't get leaned
on quite 50 much,

Both the front and rear wings corrode as a result of road muck -
within the usual nine inch area particularly - but at least they can
be unbolted if they need to be replaced.

Rustin the boot floor might not just mean that this alone is
affected. It could al that the fuel tank

lostsome of s sructural ntegrity an the ch
¥ bu( it

will be expensive!
Look at the exhaust. It oh so easil I

Last but not least, look at the rear bumper. It can corrode easlly
thanks to the exhaust coming out underneath it.

during these modern days of speed humps and poor road
maintenance. Its not just the obvious signs you should look for,
such as scraped metal or holes, but investigate the mountings
for damage and listen for blowing. There was better clearance
on the MK3 cars, but even so, these cars are still low to the
ground and can suffer. Listen for blowing as well - assuming
You can hear over the natural timbre of a Big Healey.

PRICE GUIDE - AUSTIN-HEALEY 3000
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Contacts

Everythi Clubs.
complicated. Tub, tel 0116
spotanyway fthe steering wanders a bu - bry Jackingth ronof the ar Speci

Iftheres o
significant play, » At Spares Warvickshi
them greased to prolong ther e abit more. el Classics Bedlordshi

rod o the B Murray St Nelson, North Yorkshie.Tek: 01723 361227 or
eaermodels Tn ushes onthis il st t ek they e wom out e e P L
whilethe ar i e replaced by east 435

of But others will et

hn( if oo findan Austin-Heley thtts squrellaround then bonust

rthstreetgarag
lclamrommg Ko m 01892891505 or wwwclassictouring couk
H

Lev
Workloss o on el 541 02

HISTORY

1898 Comwalls the location for me birth of Donald Healey, a man
influential

names n the sporscar word
1952 With a number ofow volume‘specaist carsunder s belt,

. Tel:01420 23212 or www.
ausunl»ealwxpe(lal»sumuk
M Enigma Restorations, Lancs.Tel: 01706 817468

taffs.

BIME Healeys, Warks

u
WSCPart West

Market Trends

natlhemndcn Motor
four-cylinder 100 Roadsts 1. Most of

impressed, particularly Leonard Lrd of the Bt Motor Corporation,
‘who immediately strikes a deal with Healey for BMC to b

tlet's not

tin-Healey
and affixed to the show car
1956 The 100 becomes a six-cylinder car,thanks to the fitment of a
BMC C-series engine as previously modelled by the Austin Westminster
and Wolseley 6/90.
1959 The Big Healey'becomes realit, when the

a
BMC sal h i ideration the sheer
hari cars of allthe.

casht
Fora MK (the most desirable of the breed) in excellent order bought
froma desl ooki s The

Mkis f the bunch, but

by enlerging 693cc to 2912cc, although this only

£25,000.

hink
igh,barely running MK will st you back £6000,

results in around an eight horsepower increase. Disc brakes make an
appearance at the front, but apart from these non-cosmetic tweaks,
changes to the overalllook of the Austin-Healey when are few and far
between.

probably P before
i

that was meant to supersede the Austin-Healey as well

1961A (he 3000 IS bo"\, but most as

i fited (f e
homologation puvpms), but manage \dd jobs, it
bh P H to partwith it.In fact,
i e e
fssrelable. lus, they ulimately prov sowe n use and £} through
more fu .

Verdict

and bonnet scoop,as opposed t horizontalones on the previous
incarnation.

1962 The front and rear of the car get left alone, but the centre gets
arevamp, wit

You dorit need us tosing the paises of an Austin-Healey 3000 to you.
Thousands of enthusiasts have done it before, and probably far more
ity o

heresy) and a more effctive hoo. Prevously known as  tourer, he

itis o
usted afterall over the world.

caris now known 0

e i S

robust twin U

1964 The MK3 i the final genesis of the 3000, and by far the most
civilsed of a the Big Healeys. There’s a new dashboard - in wood -
bit more
power thanks to twin choke carburettors and a new camshaft.
1967 In the BMC battle between the old Austin-Healey and the
IS IAEE i the Healey that loses and the MGC i chosen as the

they cost more than all the others s got the most power, the most
finesse - okay, not too much more of it but it i there - and is generally
a

y Y
~ but the good times generally outweigh the bad to a very large extent
with one of these ultimate Healeys.

Insurance quote

B,clean|

sportscar flagship. H it never
ing like the affect

did.

1968 A final Austin-Healey 3000 is built at Abingdon in March. In total,
production stands at 42,926 for all three variations.
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AUSTIN-HEALEY FROGEYE SPRITE
o S

If there's mayo on the oil il cap...only joking, but how many times
have you heard that before? In case you haven', the Sprite that you are
looking at will need a new head gasket - pronto. A-series engines are
als0 prone to bleeding some ol

Gordon Elwel, of Frogeye specialist Classic Revival, informs us that
the originalscrolltype rear crank seal willalways leak, butis most
effective. The problem is mainly because the aftermarket lip type seal
tends to be ol tight, but when they let go, the oil s emptied in an
instant.
The trckis to fit the scrol type true, at a constant d d

Parts prices

All parts from Au
Floor pan

tin-Healey Spares

£79.31 per side
Front inner wing £79.90
Spring hanger box £37.01

st inner pillar £2174
B-post 12.04
Bonnet ass: £2261.88
£16.22
£2291

£163.91

mbly,

Front brake shoes
R

Stainless steel exhaust
Hard tc ks styl 81.88
Disc brake conversion  please ask

Interior trim
and electrics

Electric windows? You must

be joking. Actually, you don't

even geta winder on the

door card of a Frogeye. The

‘windows are of the clip-on variety - simplicity atits best!
or

Classic Revival uses h d
tl him thatworks much e  feclergauge. s wil offer hebest
solution - basically it better to have a miiscule oil eak that won't
burstits banks, than an aftermarket sealthat could vacate the engine
ofits bodily fuids ina blnk.

Ifthe rubber seals that ive under steel‘top hats on the rocker cover

I \q was supplied by ) but this
is hard to come by as many were converted to carpet at a later
stage. Ifthisis shot, a new carpet set will cost a fraction under
£90.00, 0r £135.00 for the more luxurious Hessian-backed option.
Dorit expect o find the orignal two-spoke teeing wheel ithe. A
Mota-Lita, Mountney or period

there, which isn'ta bad thing, but f you are a purist, then the

bolts look the worse for g aren't too hard to get hold of

around the rocker gear. Tistedown topoor and,

because of this, they should be replaced at set intervals. electrics, and the Frogeye has exactly that. For example, s
Originally, the Frog eq ped 11/8in

ipps
carbs, which are a pain to set up and take a lot longer to tune. So don't
goiinto cardiac arrest if the one you are looking at sfitted with the
black plastic topped 11/4 carbs sourced from alater Sprite or Midget.
though not in keeping, they are easier to maintain and setup.

e are
noisy and tend to slacken off.Although it won't be visible when

g\zn(mg tthe enghs i the o infoms youof achangeover o
the Dupl

will consist of
changingthe bulb, and i that fals, the bullet connector il
probably be corroded.

- and
givesa false reading, This is usually down to a Frogeye that hasn't
been used regularly. And if the garage gets damp, the feed from the
sender to the gauge will deteriorate.

Hyoususpect the dynamo has gone, th most probable causeis

drable andwont sla(ken offas quickly as the Slmp!ex(ham Classic

Barmineand replace if ne(essary beforeshling out ora dynamo

time, unl pe

otherwise.

looms are sill available, makmg installation simple.

Specification

car Sprite Sprite hardtop

Year 1959

Engine size 948cc 4-cyl OHV. 948cc 4-cyl OHV.
7

Sebring Sprite Sprite Supercharged
1 19

960
948cc 4-cyl OHV 948cc 4-cyl OHV supercharged

81mph 86mph 87.4mph 90mph
209 secs 237 secs 142 secs 153 secs
All models: 4-speed manual
nsumptio 34mpg 403mpg N/A 283mph
Suspension I springs,lever. Rear:Live axle,

radius arms, lever arm shock absorbers
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The Frogeye Sprite offers a quirky alternative to the Midget and ADAM TAIT is here to tell you how
to bag a peach. Expert help comes from Frogeye guru and owner of Classic Revival, Gordon Elwell

Drum brak e f
For road [

Shared with the humble A35, original Frogeyes will be fitted
with a gearbox that has a smooth casing. Being three-synchro, a
clumsy owner of the past may have tried selecting first without

djusted.
have been fitted with disc brakes: f it hasn't, hol
uch yo d
skt Reproduction
items tend be bett
brake pads, ult, certain set

beddingin.

1famound of spares s thrown in with the sale, have a quick
rummage to see if there’s any NOS (new old stock, not nitrous oxide)
Ferodo or Mintex shoes. These will have a Frogeye stopping like Road
Runner.

Inthe suspension department, Frogeyes run on lever-arm
dampers and leaf springs. It has a monster truck-esque ride height
thenaskif it has been treated to a replacement set of springs. As with
the braks aren't of great qu

If this was regular pr expect the
gearbox to sing. Jumping out of gear on the test drive will also
indicate that it rebuld time.

1f you see a reconditioned smooth-cased box for sale, don't
take too much notice because new internals aren't available, so
allthat can be replaced are the gaskets and bearings,

The later ribbed version is a common conversion because it is
marginally stronger and parts are stll available. For the purists
out there not wanting to ruin an authentic appearance, Classic
Revival can give you the best of both worlds, by machining the
original smooth casing to accept the ribbed internals.

Halfshafts will cope just fine with anything up to about
90bhp, s0 long as you don't dump the clutch at any given
opportunity. For anything beyond that, plump for either 1275
versions or beefed-up competition items,

in heig spring at
the front and rear respectively.

v bl
because they are rare to stumble upon.
i jnal spri int

then refitthese (so.

Like just about every other classic British car, time is a harsh

very durable.

tide, 50 give each comer the infamous bounce test. Some

i
he car is lowered
onto the floor. If the prospective buy needs a new set, and they are
original, then try and get that specific set refurbished.
in the Fifties and earl
Sixties, batch. Cars that

d our interesting climate spurs on corrosion.
Although oilleaks are an inconvenience, they do actually help
protect the underside in the engine and gearbox vicinity.

‘The usual sills and A-posts are prone, so check the gap on
these and the door. Should it be confined at the top, you could
be looking at a sagged shell, or for those who talk technical
lingo, a shagged shell. This is bad news, so either prepare to
dig deep or turn around and walk in the opposite direction.

“We try and repair what we can, rather than tear out the
existing panels. Original panels are the correct shape and the

leaf
up o the poor quality roads.
Today, standard leafs are hard to come by, and its only the heavy-
Overthe years,

gaug
for the top of the tyre to be six inches away from the arch.

‘The same rules apply with the rear leaf springs as it does with the.
coils at the front. So long as they arenit bulged and distorted, treat
the originals to a wire brush and a coat of paint. The U-bolts that

wrench wonit touch them, it willtake the work of a huge breaker bar
and a hardened socket to loosen the nuts - or sheer them off.
Another There are

items aren't always a great fit says Gordon.

Another shocker is the bonnet on a Frogeye, because it
incorporates the front wing and valance - both items that
tinworm loves. In case you haven't already collapsed and
knocked yourself out on the corner of the worktop because of
some of the other things we've mentioned, a steel Frogeye
bonnet won't give you much change from two thousand
pounds.

‘The fun still isn't over; weighing in at around 35kg (bare),
trying to manoeuvre and then align the panel gaps is difficult
to master. There is adjustment on the hinges and some give on
the wings, but to have a lush fitting front end will be very

three grease nipples per side, andif they havent received regular
attention, it could lead to.an Mo failure There will be play evident
when the car i jacked up. Simply rock the tyre from top to botto,
excessive play could indicate neglect.
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Seeing as many Sprites are 50 years old, most front ends.
would have changed shape since they left the factory. Where
they have been raised and closed umpteen times since the
Fifties, many flatten out across the back and become victims of
fatigue.

If your potential purchase s in need of a new front end but
You can'tafford a steel bonnet, glassfibre ones are available for
around £300. They are around 15kg lighter and a professional
paintjob and correct (discreet) fixings will make this cheaper
alternative indistinguishable from a genuine steel version.
Until you give it a tap of course. Classic Revival offers a
bespoke hinge to keep it in place because the glassfibre
bonnets hinge from the front.




HISTORY

Designed as an economical, low cost sports car, the Sprite, or
‘Frogeye'as it was soon nicknamed, proved to be great
timing for BMC and Healey. With the resurrection of fuel
rationing due to the 1956 Suez Crisis, a door had been
‘opened for manufacturers to produce small cars.

After a chat between BMC's Leonard Lord and Donald
Healey, this new sportscar project commenced. Nabbing the
famous A-series engine in its 948cc form, and calling upon
the assistance of Healey's designer, Bill Bilbie, the ‘Sprite’ as
Donald Healey officially named it, was a recipe for success.
Launching a car to the Press will always be a nerve-wracking
experience, and with the bigwigs from BMC and Austin-
Healey, rally driver Tommy Wisdom, a host of journalists, and

Contacts

Clubs,

W Austin-Healey Club, c/o Peter Holland, National Membership
Secretary, Chimney Cottage, Beacon Hil, Woodhouse Eaves,
Leicestershire, LE12 8RN or

six press cars in tow, this was make-or-break time.

Luckily,the Frogeye received praise from everyone.

One criticism was made of the headlight arrangement,
saying it looked like an afterthought. Healey design chief,
Gerry Coker, did come up with the idea of recessing the
lights into the bonnet, a la future Porsche 928. But the
Frogeye was a low-budget sports car, so the ingenious idea
was canned. But maybe this was a good thing, because it
would have detracted from back-to-basics motoring and its
cheeky front end, which in turn received the ‘Frogeye’
moniker.

Who could argue with the price either? At £669, it was a
sports car for those on a budget. But it was common for this
price to be exceeded, because the options list had some
essentials on there.

For example, if you wanted a heater, rev counter, front
bumper, windscreen washer, laminated front screen, and a
locking fuel cap, it would then bump the price up to around
£700.

1957 BMC approves the Frogeye prototype, and Austin-
Healey makes the move from its Longbridge factory to MG's
base at Abingdon.

1958 Production kicks off at Abingdon in March, with the big
Frogeye unveiling in May. Parts come from all over the BMC
empire. By July, the new Sprite has competed in its first rally,
the Alpine Rally.

1959 A Frogeye is included on the Targa Florio and Sebring

o
complaints about the lack of boot access and,yes, even those
distinctive headlamps.

1960 A Sprite competes in the Le Mans 24 hour race, and
wins its class, coming 20th overall. However, in December, not
long after the Innocenti factory in Milan has started building
its own examples, production comes to an end. In total,
48,987 examples have been built.

Specialists

W Austin-Healey Spares, Warks. Tel: 01926 817181 or
www.ahspares.co.u

M Classic Revival, Nottinghamshire. Tel: 0115 9663762 or www.
frogeyesprite.co.u
Moss Europe, nationwide. Tl: 020 8867 2020 o
www.moss-europe.co.uk

Websites
M Austin-Healey Sebring Sprite website:
www.sebringsprite.com

How much?

al £669 asking price won't even buy a restoration
ieds of CCW, we've seen
ning cars for nearly £10,000 and lesser examples, with
MOT but still needing work mind you, for around the £5000
upwards mark.Itis possible to bag ratty projects for a good
two grand less, but before you do, book some welding classes
and consult your financial advisor because you may be in for
an expensive one.

Verdict

‘The Sprite was designed with economy in mind, in relation to
both construction and miles per gallon. A standard Frogeye
that is kept in tune shouldn't dip below 34mpg.

As with any car of this age, just be wary of the bodywork
issues that we have highlighted,and the financiall crippling
price of that front end. Thanks to the well catered for A-eries
engine and the Frogeye's race pedigree, there is a good base
fortuning - thatsfyou can bear o uin an orginal xample.

Il and Downtt woul

be perfect though.

Insurance quote

B Fully comp, £212.40 for a 21-year-old, two years' NCB on
another car, 3,000 mile limit, garaged
B Fully comp, £168 for a 20-year-old, two years' NCB, 10,000
mile limit, only car, kept on driveway, club member
B Fully-comp, £78.00 for a 50-year-old, full NCB, 3,000 mile
limit, second car, garaged, club member

. o oy
has been specialising in this quirky classic since 1987, 50
knows a thing or two about wht to look out for. Whether

ot aneed race

happymnelp, Go to www.frogeyesprite.co.uk or call 0115
66 3762.
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Spe(ificunn

Bentley Mulsanne  Bentley Mulsanne Turbo
1980-1987 1982-1985

All models: 6750cc V8, turbocharged on Turbo models.
20084000 2983800

119mph 135mph

100secs 7.0secs

All models: GM three-speed automatic up until 1992,
GM four-speed automatic thereafter

Consumption 14mpg 21.1mpg

BENTLEY MULSANNE/TURBO

During the era of the Silver Spirit/
Mulsanne, Bentley became the
dominant force in the marriage

with Rolls-Royce. Thus RICHARD
GUNN’s guide concentrates on
buying the Winged B variants of

these 1980-1998 era models.

Allparts from Flying Spares
Turbo R decoke kit,
Head gasket,

Hydraulic tappets, set
, used,
sill moulding,

Radiator, used, from
Top hose,

Bentley hubcaps,
Headlamp, used,
Twin headiamp convers

from ;_ra 0

used, £75.0
£125.00
£500.00

sion, used,

Suspension  All by torsion bars, wishb

Because these cars use a ot of the same mechanics as the previous
Shadow - which had been around for 25 years, so most of its bugs had
been ironed out - the cars are extremely reliable. However, they re not
really a proposition for the home mechanic, as by this era, even Rolls-
Royce/Bentley had discovered modern technology, with the result that
alot of jobs are best left to experts. Who will charge accordingly. You
have been warned.

So,it's important therefore that you try to find a car thatis healthy as

le. Suffice to say, is, the
ettr and even fthe ca has fallen out ofthe Rl Royce/Bentley
dealership chain, at least see that is has been maintained by a
reputable independent specialist. The service interval is every 6000
miles, but with major - and therefore very expensive - services due at
48,000 miles and 96,000 miles.

The ubiquitous V8 engine is a well-proven and tough unit, for which
upwards of 100,000 miles i likely to be no problem whatsoever.
However,the proper coolant changes are quite vita, otherwise, internal
corrosion will occur, and pistons can start to knock, the result of being
squeezed by the surrounding liners. Head gasket failure can strke too -
sokeep an eye on that temperature gauge, although a high needle
could just be a result of a blocked radiator matrix (caused by lack of
use), and the air-conditioning matrix can also cause similar maladies,

possibly
corrosion in the bulkhead and footwells too.
Tappets are hydraulic, so if the ones on the car you're looking at are

telescopic dampers. Rear:Live axle, leaf springs,telescopic dampers.

Bentley Turbo R
SIS Differential assembly,
Rear outer wheel arch,
32804300
146mph lencer, stainless steel, £160.00
7.0secs
Top ball joint,
Bottom ball joint,
Height
142mpg
ti-oll bar,

Front pads, axle set,

getting noisy,replacement of
them s the only real option.
Touches of exhaust smoke when
gently accelerating also point to
potential problems

Fuel injection arrived on these
cars for the 1986 model year,
bw\gmg wuh it better starting

andir MPG, although the
e s - with Scen crburettoras used onthe Camargue - do
have g y on their side. On cars,
hot tarting can be a problem, ith some experts saying that it can
take up to eight turns of the key to o the car ol fire properly, thanks

he bon t can
get o high that the carburettor s a((uaHy warp, which wm
cause even more running idiosyncrasies. Something to consider when
youfre buying...bearing in mind that there are a lot more fuel-injected
cars out there than there are carburettor-fed models.

The turbocharger tself i tough enough, but eventually it will wear
out,just as all mechanical items do i time. Oily hose connections will
give the game away. If you come across these, remove the inlet pipe -
not when the engineis hot - and look for ol nside. If there’s a ot of it
then things are getting past their ‘best by’ date. A further check you can
doistotry and spin the turbocharger by hand, with the engine off. You
should be able to quite easil, and if you can', it means it has seized
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Stand back and look at the panel gaps. Suffice to say, on a
hand-built, finely-fettled car such as a Mulsanne, they should
be superb. If they're not, it points to previous repair work, and
if the inconsistencies are around the front of the car, it all
points suspiciously towards accident damage.

Rust isn't that common on these cars, and you won't find it
on the doors, bonnet or boot as these are aluminium
(although oxidisation can set in where steel meets alloy). But
most problems are generally purely cosmetic where they can
be easily seen. Front wings, around the trailing edges and rear
wheelarches are vulnerable, plus the back valance also suffers
as well. Trouble here often goes unnoticed, due to the area
being tucked away under the bumper. Sills are vulnerable
where the front wings meet the panel, thanks to there being a
spot-welded join her

Boot seals can fail, letting water inside, which will then
proceed to try and rust out the floor under the carpets. You
should check this area from both inside the boot and below,

as corrosion can develop underneath as well,

Oh, and don't forget to check the radiator shell - on
many of the Bentleys, its chrome-plated steel, so more
vulnerable than the stainless steel items to be found on Rolls-
Royces. It's the bit that everybody looks at first on a Bentley
(just to make sure it isn't a Roller), 50 you want it to be as
good as possible.

It's underneath where more serious problems can set in. The
rear crossmember can actually split, around the area where
the propshaft is, and the floor itself suffers similar problems
where the exhaust mounts. Often plates are fitted here to
‘repair’ problems. At the back are spring mountingpots’ which
can suffer from tinworm, while towards the front is the
forward body outrigger, a prime sufferer from tinworm on
cars that have seen a lot of use. While you're at the front, look
for creases around the front longeron - a sure sign of previous
accident damage. Also keep an eye out for careless placing of
jacks having damaged the underbody.

Checkall the various hydraulic pipes for signs of leaks, although
because these cars use a mineral oil in place of the brake fluid
mployed in the Shadow, problems due to corrosion are less

likely. Fluid should have been changed every four years - look
for paper evidence of this. However, you should look for leaks
underneath, more likely to appear once the car has been parked
after a drive and the engine is sill running. If you see liquid from
the front, then it likely to be the accumulators that are at fault
If s at the back, then suspect the height control valves. Other
possible problems are spheres, which will wear out in time, as
can the height-correctors. With the engine running, check that
the car rises up and levels itself when anybody climbs into the
back, while during a test drive, lsten for a knocking from the rear
under braking. This is a major signal of tired se\f-levellmg. Noise
from the hydraulic pump signals this is on its way out to

Pre-1984 carshave bearing pins atthe front, which wear out
easily, but cars built after this date had

See that cabin? Do you know how many cows and trees died
to make that? You don't want any more to be sacrificed, even if
just for the sake of your bank balance, so buy an example with
the best interior you can. Any work that needs to be done falls
into true craftsmen territory. That said, what was put n these
cars in the first place was of the highest possible quality, and it
should all wear extremely well
Don'tforget to check the air-conditioning. While the actual
machinery sefis sually ine, hoses can be the weak spor,
an have needed
‘maintained to give its best. The very xmck carpets can often do
a good job of hiding rotten floorpans caused by dodgy air con,
thanks to the drain holes for the system becoming blocked.
Ave all the warning lights working as they should? These cars
have a lot of them, and one that is on - or alternatively, one
that doesn'tlight up when the ignition i turned on - needs

10 stop this. Any creaks or groans from the wheels are symptoms
worn suspension bushes, mountings or bearings - these cars
have a ot of such things - although upper and lower balljoints
are the most likely things to be playing up. Uneven tyre wear
evidences this

Steering racks can dvelo galer ok, solookor igns of
X agood squeeze just to check that there
isn't any Capped i pooling around inside.

Don't forget to check those alloys for scratches. They can cost a
hellof a lot to replace if they're been kerbed or scratched a ot
On the more powerful cars, be prepared to spend quite a bit on
rear tyres - these cars do have a habit of consuming them every
couple of years or 5o, and they're far from cheap to replace.

Brakes need to be replaced quite often on all the models,
simply because they have such a tough job to do. A Bentley is a
big car for a few metal discs and some pads to have to try and
stop. Seized brakes can be a problem on cars that don't see a
lot of use...which can mean a lot of these cars, often used
more treats rather

further i From 1990, an electronic active memory
suspension'was fitted, and occasionally, the warning light for
this will come on, and stay on. It not actually anything to be
too worried about if you do see it - the car just needs to gotoa
specialist for the memory to be reset

Transmission

These cars have GM three-speed and four-speed automatic
transmissions, both are which are generally fine, although the
more powerful of the Bentleys can put a strain on the input
shaft, causing it o fail and result in a new transmission and
torque converter. Not good news at all.

Noisy differentials can be quite common - a whine from the
rear at about 35mph means a big bill ahead for a new
differential to be fitted. Best to walk away and look elsewhere
the noise is too loud. And if you can notice it in one of these
well-insulated cars, then it probably is.

PRICE GUIDE - BENTLEY MULSANNE

o 100195 awne  weees gem gom osn s
1 wean_warer o0 _oion 620 s
1515 waeks_wwrer 080000500 6505500
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HISTORY Contacts

Clubs
X K 4 Tub, 6 Chearsley

R toreplace the T-series and il Road, Long Crendon, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9AW. Tel: viois 200338

Shadow range.The i i is 0

recycled, , Paulerspury,
oot N1 27NA T 61537631700 o woerecannl

- Specialst

; Shigre 8 oniague & Company, Surey.Tek 01483 898595 or
the rim detak M Shadow Motor Cars, Kent. Tel: 01634 264425

the same price of £49,629. M Royce Service & Engineering, Surrey. Tel: 01737 844999 or

1981 A total of tamere 151

B i 1 Oxfordshire. Tel: 01634 866 833 or 07831 800727

S wF) Leics. Tel:01455.

the Roller it s based on, with the emphasis on playing to the marque's
sporting past.

T &G Autospares, Yorks. Tel: 0113 255 9908
M Paul Mackley, Notts. Tel: 0115 950 1063
W Ghost Motor Wolkx e Tel:01732 886002 o

Turbo, www ghostmotors
g Bl Co Con, s
ger boosts power to’s us S0
percent’ e 014 5 oo et Moo
mEal Tel:01562711
1964 n ety levefcary e o W English i london Tt020 5467 35001
e 4 i

Bentley.
was still £6000 less than the Mulsanne.

ey thas geting atheatendon with th new Tubo . The il eer
stands lm’Roadhnldmg

L] Cars, Surrey. Tel:
B Healey Brothers, Northants. Tel: 01933 650247 or
www healeybros.co.uk

I

of minor (hanges including a new dashboard arrangement.

1987 d the \ew Bentley mo
in the form of the Mulsanne S, although s actually ittle more than a
standard car given the Turbo Rinterior.

1989
and Bentleysthe latter cars get four round headlamps
previous two square ones.

place of the

1990 , alloy wheels and
and handiing changes. They now run on unleaded as well.

1993 The Eight and the Mulsanne S are merged together to become the.
Brooklands.

1994 Power goes up across the board with the advent of the Series 3 cars,
plus there’s the usual interior ethink.

1995 Another new Bentley comes along i the form of the Turbo S.Just 60
ofthese cars - with a 408bhp turbocharged V8 engine and Formula 1
management system - are constructed.

ub UK, Unit 14/15
lyan Road, Merton, London, SW19 28L. Tel: 020 8544 0600

Market Trends

Well, at least these aren't Rolls-Royces! The more overtly sporting
nature of these Bentleys - especially the Turbo models - means that

variants boasting a Spirit of Ecstasy up front. However, at around

000 for even the best of these cars, the gulf between current
values and original values is massive. So, as such, these Bentleys are
terrfic bargains. Comparatively...

However, the financial trend at the moment s sill lightly.
downwards.These cars haven't uite chopped into the rwmghl
world price tags, and
hanks to most f the Bentey ofishoots acually being geninely
different to their RR brethren. But, here on CCW, we still reckon
values have a little way to go before they stabilise properly and start
to creep back up again.

Verdict

1996 Another slight revamp occurs - which means yet more changes to the
interior, i

that, with cars such as th what

countries, Which is't great advertising.

1997 The final Bentley variant - the Turbo RT - uses the same 400bhp

colour-coded bumpers It capable of 150mph, but costs £148,990.

1998°
Amage/Siler Seraph.
Insurance quote

later on. Bentley

what you'l pe
h

 whic!
jump in feet fist and buy the first example you come across. Unless
it really s very, very good indeed. Its vitally important that you
can'tjust afford the initial purchase price, but can also stomach just
general running costs and how much you'l have to pay if things do
go wrong. Even simple things on one of these cars can be a bank
breaker if youre trying to stick to a budget.In fact, budgets and
Bentleys are two words that should never be found in the same.
sentence.

Fora £12,000 198;
based in Peterborough
B Fully comp, £375 excess: £1500 for a 29-year-old, two years’
NGB, clean licence, 10,000 miles, only car, kept on driveway,
club member
B Fully comp, £100 excess: £298.05 for a 50-year-old, full NCB,
o
Quotes from Firebond (0870 111 0464 or
wwwfirebond.co.uk)

Turbo, i
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too much over the

, which is isfor
anything from a Turbo upwards. The combination of the Rolls-Royce
V8 unit and a turbocharger does turn these superlative cars into
Grand Tourers that are really rather special indeed.

One thing is very important though. And that's to make sure that
the car willfitin your garage at home. These cars are enormous in
every way, and you don't want to buy one, drive it proudly back
home, and then discover you've got nowhere to putit!




COLBROOK

Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists
SALES, SERVICE, PANELS & SPARES

Tel: 01733 243737

24 High Street, Stilton, Peterborough, PE7 3RA

SERVICE & REPAIR FOR YOUR
ROLLS-ROYCE OR BENTLEY

REPAIR PANELS MADE TO ORDER

FITTING & RE-SPRAYING

For a full list of panels available and prices
_— please view our website ROLLS

Cars always available for sale — R{

see our website for latest offers
ROYCE

All vehicles leave our premises serviced with
12 months MOT and warranties by arrangement.

www.colbrookspecialists.co.uk




BMW 3-SERIES (1982-1991)

Four cylinder cars: The Bosch LE Jetronic causes few problems in daily running and the
main point of concern will be the fuel pump relay. When this goes, your car will stop, and

you'll need another one. However at £30, it won't break the bank, and the breakers yards

are a good source of parts, o, Like all Bosch fuelled cars, simply leave it alone, and be

prepared for signs of ageing.

‘The 316 and 318i power unit is rugged and long hved and aslong as it gets regular

drinks of good quality o it will just about ast forey

Six cylinder cars: Famous for cracking cylinder heads it worth checking closely for the

signs. Neglectis the enemy here, and if the anti-freeze looks old, or s low, the aluminium

head will s00n start to corrode through lack of protection. A good sign is to check the

radiator, particles from the rusting head wil sit up the bottom and top of the radiator and the engine then runs hot. Don't trust the
temperature gauge, to give you the fullstory... If the car overheats, the head will rack, pressurising the cooling system, and causing water loss.
Checking this couldn't be simpler (on a longer test drive) - take a ten minute drive, et it dle for five, then unscrew the coolant cap — if there’s
hiss, you'e okay, but if tries to impersonate Vesuvius in steam, then walk away ~ the system’s pressurising.

E30cylinder headsae eadil avalabe bath secondhand though BMW speialss, o via eBay,butyou can pick up anew onefrom G Car
Parts, for a not out-of-order amount of money. Other than that, arealso if neglected,

with inconsistent power delivery and wobbly idle speeds - but as they get worse before
they die, you'l have plenty of advance warning uiwnen its ime to buy  new one.
Motronic ignition systems dition of all leads and plugs.

gular amust - and chainand (amshalr sprocket has been changed at 100,000 miles. If it has been
performed by a specialist, the head gasket and tensioner willalso have been done - and if that's the case your M3 will be good until 200,000
miles. Make sure all the oil changes have been done with good quality synthetic oil, such as Mobil 1, as the 16V engine is intolerant of anything
less than the best.

Specification

Car BMW 318i BMW 320i BMW 325i BMW M3

Year 19831991 1982-1991 19851991 1986-1990

Enginesize  1796cc 4-cylinder OHC 8V 1991cc, 6-cylinder OHC 12V 2494cc, 6-cylinder OHC 12V 2302cc, 4-cylinder DOHC 16V

BHPIRPM 11685800 12305800 17105800 19706750

Top speed ||5mph 124mph 131mph 146mph

0-60mph 10.3sec 9.5secs. 7.2secs 6.5secs.

Gearbox Al models four-speed manual on early 316, standard five-speed on all models from 1985. Three- and four-speed automatic
versions,and all models rear wheel drive, except for the Euro-only 325iX four-wheel drive version.

Consumption  318i:23-32mpg 3200:21-28mpg 325:20-28mpg M3:18-26mpg

Suspension Al jith coil springs, anti-roll bar and dampers. Rear:Independent by semi-

trailing arms with coil springs and dampers.
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It was considered one of the greatest Yuppie status symbols of the Eighties — a powerful symbol of what you could
achieve if you climbed off the Ford/Vauxhall rung of the company car ladder. However, look beyond the red braces
image and you'll find a sweet compact classic you'll be able to enjoy for years to come. KEITH ADAMS explains.

Most of the remaining 3-Series BMWs in circulation will b riding
on alloy wheels - so make sure that they are in good condition, are
not kerb damaged, and that the tyres are wearing in a consistent
manner. M3 alloys are now very hard to find, so pay close attention
to condition.

Bodywork

‘The E30 doesn't fall to pieces, s it harks from a time when mass-
produced cars were screwed together with the same attention to
detail as a range topping executive, but they can end up looking
very bad, very easily. Rusty arches and valances are an unsightly,
if not structural reminder that BMW had yet to master the art of

i the Eighties.

Generally hard wearing and tough, the major source of iritation
for 3-Series owners is a worn out drivers'seat. However if you're
looking at an earlier car with worn bolsters, there is now a
sufficient supply of ater (tougher) spec interiors knocking around
in the breakers yard - if you're not bothered about originality.

Athigh mileage, the seats can also begin to rattle and feel loose,
sotightening the retaining bolts plus the various seat mechanism
bolts hidden behind plastic trim is worthwhile. Finally,its not a
deal breaker or difficult to fix, but look for heaters that blow only
cold air Its down to a failed electronic valve found just inside the.
glovebox.

Brake Master Cylinder (320i 82-86
Brake Master Cylinder (3161 88-91/ABS),
Front Brake Caliper (318i 82-91/non ABS)

(316 82-88 four-speed),
Clutch kit (320182:91),

Clutchk
Water pump (3181 82:87),

Engine radiator (Manual transmission 31
Driveshaft all models),

8287), £6350
£6490

174
Anthracite carpet set, £2650
Rear exhaust silencer £10800
Exhaustfitting kit (3161),
Bumper centr (front),all models to 1987,
Front ight wing, all models except cabriolet,
Cylinder head and val 9

mshat, (3161 88-91

s on exchan

Rust can also affect the inner front wings and battery tray, so
pay close attention to these areas when examining any potential
purchase.

Transmission

Gearboxes in three-speed automatic and manual form are
tough and long lived. The four-speed auto can give problems
such as lazy disengagement of first gear, and creeping in
neutral. This indicates a blocked valve body or a governor,

or even overheated fluid. Automatics have a gearbox oil
coolerin the bottom of the radiator and if it ilts up then the
transmission fluid won't be cooled properly.

Reconditioned four-speed automatic boxes are expensive 5o try
and find a used one - that you know works well.

Final drives can whine after 100,000 miles or 5o, but the
breakers are full of them, so don't let this be a deal breaking
barrier between you and your dream E30.

Bushes are a bugbear, and check the condition all round - a
sloppy 3-Series will soon reveal tself on the road. Those to

pay particular attention to are at the rear of the front lower
wishbones, which cause tram-lining on the road, and excessive
tyre wear, Also check the anti-roll bar links. At the rear, inspect
the subframe's mounting points - if ts resting down on ts
mounting plate, the bushes have failed.

Also look for broken springs and leaking dampers - neither

of which are excessively expensive to source from the usual
suppliers.

Brakes

very simple tofind, bly cheap
and not too hard to fit.Sticking calipers can be a problem, as
can neglected and rusty brake pipes around the final drive area.
Fitting new pipes generally means new flexible hoses too.
Steering racks are hardy but look for leaks on older power
models. Clonking and slackness at the steering wheel could be a
failing column rubber flexible joint — cheap and easy to fix,

PRICE GUIDE - BMW 3-SERIES (1982-1991)
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HISTORY

1975 2002is pact saloon,
known as the 3-Series. Avalable in four- and six-cylinder form, the

B for being a fun steer and lively
perormance-alegend s bom.

1982 BMW launches the replacement for the much-loved E21 3-Series.
two-door saloon, after a production run of 1,364,039. Although the
new car (codenamed E30) looks similar to the last one, it's virtually

Contacts

Clubs

B BMW Car Club (GB), PO Box 328, Melksham, wmmm, SN126W.
Tel: 01225 709009 or www.bmwcarclubgb.cor

BV DrversClub nemationsl UK, /o Pore ks, Nofolk. T
01362691144

Specialists:

8 Munich Legends, East Sussex. Tel: 01825 740546 or

new from the ground up. As befc tinder form (the

itz Bits

320 and 3231, th
feature Bosch fuelinection.
T Y e
replaced by a more efficient four-speed 4H 22 u
1984 The 3181 It the range, and |mmedla(ely becomes thebig

W Jaymic, Norfolk. Tel: 01263 1710 or jaymic.com
M Hartlake Specialist Cars, Kent. Tel:01474 326626
M Motormec, Suffolk. Tel: 01502 500590
B German, Swedish and French Car Parts, nationwide.
Tel: 020 8917 3800/0870 606 0153 or wwwigsfcarparts.com

seller in the range. the range, IW Car Parts, West Yorkshire. Tel: 0845 408 1640 or
ig Wlﬂemng www.motorworks.co.uk/cars

1985 The 3231 name finally dies, s an uprated 325i joins the range.

Motegrun s vl thank o thelarger capciy engine \mpmved Market Trends

bosiMon e Theﬁm M3is shown at the rmkmn Mumv ::: i £ -

Show, and immediately wins plauits on account of its acvanced il Fils

specifcation and exciing styling. : 5 o e

1986 SE'Special Equipment’versions o the 320i and 3251 are i 4

launched, featuring power steering, electric windows and sunroof, % the better

headiamp wash-wipe, alloy wheels and ABS o the 325i.A Sport cars ar pice

verdonofthe 3251 ko makesan ppeaice festang M1ech
] xpe(\f(anon
kin

e
across the range. The M3 is launched, featuring a 195bhp 2. l—hue 16V
power unit developed by BMW's MSport division.

1987 ives ts first facelif, featuri

d
although there’s a healthy premium on the Convertible and Touring

models.
“The six-cylinder 320, 3235 and 325i can startfrom as ltle 2 £300,but

again, L
Without doubt,the best model to go for is the 325i - and values bear
this out. d d

1990 BMW M3

integrated plastic bumpers, and larger rear light clusters. hi Again, the
1988 Five-door Touring model is announced, further expanding [ i Lk youwould
appeal ge. Six- y i n Touring
available, but the hold-als range . . . et
jain in LHD for ly) and h: £ mething ‘needing work'and neglected. Between £8500 and

an upgunned 25-litre 16V engine, now boasting 238bhp.

1991 Production of two- and four-door saloons ceases with the
introduction of the new E36 version.

X an
find, but you can stray over £15,000 for Sport Evos and convertibles. A word
h

; via the BMW Car Club (GB).
1993 Production of the convertible version finishes. ‘And remember - any specialist suich as Munich Legends,will be able to
the Touring d afinal ify any you o you
f,2,0¢ l and 247,129 to check, then don't be afraid to make that call
Verdict
The BMW.
of the Eighties, becc
5 Ther aresllalotof for
, but the asthe
B e
tofind,

Insurance quote

he BMW 3-Series,

s m s\x(ylmdevizsn wil huew the M3 into the realms
ather

anynoton oftheunfavourablemage tatis urustifaly atached o
thes Tk

se.
The M31s alfeady there -  fantastic sporting package with as much
h i

The

Fora £10,000 1990 BMW,
B Fulycomp £100 excess 649 ot 5yl twoyears NGB s

frecracker on the race track, but can be used as a commuter tool with
I aplomb. i i d

licence,

immobilser.

W Fully comp, £100 excess: 387 for a 50-year-old,full NCB, lean icence, 3000
bl

Gk al fast,and hand

the
almost as well
Butfor some,only the ultimate willdo - and for them, the M3 s the car.

I priced

m
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Great prices!

original Parts & s
ROVER SD1 - ROVER 75/45/25

= RUSMER

B, =

Great service! s
A PROFESSION/
RVIC

WGF/MGTE - MG Z1/7S/2R Rimmer Bros tick all the boxes:-

ROVER 200/400/600/800 - MGB - MIDGET

RISzl Discounted prices - Retail & Trade

/ Great

RANGE ROVER CLASSIC/P38A/SERIES 3

Ty el] |/ Efficient mail order anywhere

DEFENDER - ROVER V8 ENGINES

on hoth original & aftermarket parts

customer service

FREE GATALOGUES AVILABLE / Vast stocks of in-demand parts

STAG. TR2:8  SPITEE - GTo - ERALD / Trade
TESSE -

LOMITE - 2000/2500

including Clearance Bargains - SAVE up to 93% on mr!!!

fumd 2e =¥ W/ Free catalogue & Price Guide

enquiries welcome

L/ Easy to use website

Tel: 01522 563344

Trade Enqulnes 01522 567111
ax: 01522 567600

E-mail: mgrqver@rlmmerhros co.uk
www.rimmerbros.co.uk

Rimmer Bros.Tiumph Hous, Siealord R (A1),
Bracebridge Heath, Li

v ¢ B

PARTS SALES & ENQUIRIES | }

e Mowswajn-mmﬁm
= Mwammwm

on
ﬁw.rimmerhros.co.uk




CITROEN

DS/ID

dates from the Tr
advanced as the estofthe DS, although they last wel enough flooked o
The fater ones - 1985cc, 2175cc and 2347cc - have five-bearing cranks, so are:
smoother and the most robust, but the original 191 1cc unit isn't that far behind.
Between 150,000 and 300,000 miles is a common enough figure to be expected.
Cracks in the alloy cylinder head, between the combustion chambers, are quite
widespread, and the result of incorrect anti-freeze being used or being allowed
torun low. Believe it or not, a badly fitted ol filter can cause the engneto seize
up.There's a triangle symbol on the casing, which n up with the
triangle on the sump. f it doesn't then it can cut off the oilflow. Be wary of
spark plugs with cross-threads, something that can happen because the holes
aren't that easy to get to, unless you're using the correct too

Anoisy timing chain signals an engine-out job - that's what you have to do to
fita new chain and tensioner, unless you mind cutting a hole in the inner
bulkhead and doing it that way. However, a timing chain, if left, will wreck the
engine i it goes

Head gaskets can blow repeatedly, not necessarily because of a problem with
the head - whether skimmed or not - but f the cylinder wet iners have started
tosinkinto their block.
Camshaft seals can leak oil and

tion

Parts prices

Suspension sphere
y,including mnummg ku
mild steel 0

late model,

Front wing

Door panel repair kit
ds

213500
£1750
£55.00
£5000

£15000
£26.00

£17500
£147.00
£65.00

The gearboxes are tough enough to outlast
most of the rest of the car, and because new and

secondhand ones are available, most people simply
opt for one of those rather than rebuild an original.

Rear gaiter
Pressure regulator

Hydraulic pump
Drive belt, set of four
Fuel tank, exch
Radiator

on the earlier cars are complicated, and if one part
of the system stops working, then it can make things
difficulty. They need to be set up properly to give
their best though.

While out on a test drive, make sure you try fifth
gear ifin alater car.If there’s a whine, then it

signals a new differential is needed. Which can be
expensive...it takes DS Classics two days to take a
gearbox out and then put it back in again. Just so
you know.

longer
than they should, so lsten out for these bemg nmsy ol theyare, lhey can
cause the engine to run on after it is switched off.
On righthand-drive cars, changing the starter motor is a real pig. Paul Harris of
DS World, told us that with everything that needs to be removed to get to the
unit, it can take up to a day. So be wary of a car that seems a ltle lazy to start
The eectronic uelnjecton on me EFi cars is courtesy of Bosch, and Sois

lookat the flxibl fuel pipes lhough I lhey have cracked, they could leak, and
fire could be a very real threat.

Split bellows on the steering rack can occur if
the clutch is getting on, or if the adjuster isn't
set properly. It can actually protrude so far that
it rubs the bellows, and ultimately causes them
to split

Specification

Car Citroén DS19. Citroén ID19 Citroén DS/ID20 Citroén DS21 Citroén DS23 EFi

Year 1955-1968 1959-1968 1968-1975 1966-1975 19731975

Engine 1911cc 4-cyl OHV. 1911cc 4-cyl OHV. 1985cc 4-cyl OHV. 2175cc4cylOHV  2347cc d-cyl OHV.

BHP/RPM 75@4500 66@4500 103@4500 115@4500 141@5250

Top speed 87mph 83mph 105mph 112mph 120mph

0-60mph 221secs 21.1secs 14.2secs 14.4secs. 104secs

Gearbox 4speed 4speed 4-speed manual 5-speed manual 5-speed manual
Ja-speed /4-speed automatic _/4-speed automatic

Suspension

All models: by twin transverse ti-roll bar,:

Rear: Independent by trailing arms, anti-roll bar, self-levelling hydropneumatics
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The DS is one of the most beautiful and evocative classics of all time, fully deserving of its Goddess title.
However,it’s also a fiendishly complex machine, which is why RICHARD GUNN's guide is a wise read before
you decide to buy...

You can pretty much et everything you need for a DS interior,
anditis robust enough to stand up to alot - although the sun
does affect the top of the back seat - but prices can be high for
replacement material, especially if you're looking at a Pallas with
leather interior.

DSs were designed to run on Michelin XAS 180 tyres, but these

costabout £125 each (or £146 for the 1855 used on the fuel-

injected cars). While cheaper tyres are available, for about £50,
many that the cars don't

on these. Our expert, Paul Harrs, recommends atleast fitting

Michelins to the front wheels

Bodywork

Like the Rover PS, the DS is a steel skeleton on which the outer panels
are hung. Therefore, what the exterior looks ke s fa less important

Hydraulics /suspension

Yes. The scary bits. The parts of a DS that send enthusiasts more used
to metal and springs into apoplexy. And, agreed, allthe pipework,
spheres and pumps of a DS can be worrying i the car hasn't been
it should

be (mainly) trouble-free.
Much less is worked by the hydropneumatics on an ID than on the DS,
where it does practically everything except make the tea. Corroded
pipework s the major thing to look out for,since the systemis
pressurised at 2400psi which means, if it gives way, it il do so quickly
if on the move. Starting the engine and setting the suspension to high
will give you the chance to look underneath easily and see i there:

p - i

suspect. The rear gaiters can also let the vital fluid escape, especially
ifthey haven't been secured properly with the proper ligarex sraps.

pipes, a
around £300 for the min part. Although the system does operate
at high pressure, there's a low-pressure return...and the good news
about thatis that it smply rubber piping, which will be far cheaper
toteplacefnecessry The suspenso spheres can b an ...
citherif

the good news s that sp
dllﬁ(ult_ or expensive.
Up until 1966, the cars used a red hydralic fluid bylhe name of

if required.

P ly
checkaumebns X that you can, such as the

hich Look at
hem, o see I heresany comoson arting to brek out. el
jve

toLHS. Unfortunately, (msﬂmd leaHy\snldassl(
car-riendly. It corrosive, which means it eats away at the pipes from
inside,and it ls absorbs moisture, whic educes s eficienc. O,

an
The rear wings can be checked frominside the boot - tiworm will
e most kel n the gutters and look for hols n the boot floor oo,

ave been
changed regularly, along perbt cleaned, o give it best.From
1985, LW Ui Hyralique Minele) i s adopted - which

he leading and trailing edges. has
asponge-rubberseal which actualy rmps water inside it, and thus
causes thelower par ofthe i ot Incidentaly because the d st
that str edge

If tohavea it easy

You can telf the car you're
Iooklng atuses this as the spheres and reservoirwill b painted green
in colour, Unfortunately it not easy to update an early car o the
better LHM spec, as all the seals are different and won't stand up to
the new stuff.

s...they're simply 3
in order to make it easy to change the back wheel. Once off, you can

itis working - a more or less
2 i babl

pot) cylinder brackets and
those allimportant wings.
Lookat the sills, which corrode as much as on any classic. The
trouble usual starts at ithr en, but i you ook the panel and it

Clicking every 20
seconds orso1s the normal inteval Uity the pump wil wese

utifit
animportant piece of kit et plovndes emergency braking

is tarting ther than run flat, then
to be problems inside.
Although the outer panels aren't

wer if
should be renewed every lhvee orfour. yeal:
the

and pricey these days, and to replace a lot of them and then have
ina ture. The

front wings are rust-prone at their bottom rear coners as well s the
heelarches,and the pos h fared:

the driveshaft joints
can wear out - fsten for a knocking on fulllock - and balljoints will
start toseize up f not regularly greased. Clunks or clacks from the rear
signal rear suspension pushrod wear.

that the gl
wont it
Atthe back, the rear wings also start to disappear, ths time along
their bottom edge, althoughit can also srke the top edge too,
andihe oors are qute wel-nown forging slorg ther battors.
about bonnet,

the roof Breaks. du

Brakes

The brak  the finest points of a DS
ficient,

hentheyry them for hefttme. However they e ot easy 1o

g they have to be!
However, water gtting under the lassfibre and attacking the metal
‘underneath won't do any favours for the look of any DS.
Waist strips and the brightwork at the top of the door can also
1

couple of hours. Its quite afase economy vlcheap bk pads e
fitted, since they can wear out the discs quic
you'l end up spending more effort and mnney Jihanifth proper
Ferodo ones had gone on in the first place.

spec D cars.

Do test it to make
adjustments, is difficult.
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HISTORY

1938 Over at itroén in Pari, thoughts turn towards replacing the
Traction Avant, with the intended new big car planned for 1940.
year which, ultimately, would prove a itte tricky forthe French, as well
as the rest ofthe world.

Paul Mages, a i b
hydraulics, with ideas gradually turing towards powering key parts of
the forthcoming car with hydropneumatics.
1946 Work restarts properly on the big Citroén, after the unfortunate
interruption of World War 2. At this stage, the VGD - Voiture a Grande
Diffusion - is being envisaged with a ﬂa( slx engine, a\maugh this

PRICE GUIDE - CITROEN DS
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Contacts

Clubs
B Citroén Car Club, PO Box 348, Steyning, BN44 3XN. Tel: 07000 248258

favour ofanenlarged 1911 Traction s Naturally hough,
ihis beng a Citoenthe e il b ransmicte trough hefont
g from

a va\her bu\buus shape dubbed the Hippopotamus - towards the

racens
DS World, Lond

Tel:020 7498 7111 or
North Lond

1o N

tle.Tel:0191 276 o:

DS.

1955 The Citroén DS19 is launched at the Paris Salon on October

6,1955.Wel,its not so much a launch as a evolution, as the car

compltl el theshow. By theend o te sy, 12000 s
ew, rench car

B Citronique DS Solutions, South London. Tel: 07860 308135 or 07941
216836

M French Classics, Kent.Tel: 01474 703125 or wwwijustfrenchelassics.com
W Peacock Engineering, Norfolk. Tel: 01953 605678
M Pleiades, Cambs. Tel: 01487 831239 or wwwicitroén-hydraulics com

uth London. et

that
contrast.

¥s UK factory igh,
Berkshire. However, to appeal to the very traditional ritsh market,
ifcant changes, including a ot

later, wooden dashboards and leather interiors fitted...
1957 The ID19 is unveiled as, essentially, a low budget DS without the
brakes or gearbox, pl less

How much?

Even though many classic enthusiasts e scared - actually, make that

terrified - of the very complicated DS, s status as an acknowledged

design classic means that prices are stil quite high Very nice examples
£10000,

luxurious interior Imagine a hydraulic 2CV almost..
1958 By contrast to the ID is the DS Prestige, practically a imousine,
with a central partition between the front and the rear, and extra toys
10 play with inside. Meanwhile, an ID Break (estate) and cabriolet built
by Henri ChaDmn make their debut at the Paris Motor Show.

f thousand. The
1t usual thi
open-top version of a clasic will cost double the saloon variant, but in
the case.
for the best ones. Still,they re both rare and beautifu...5o such money
s more than justified in our opinion. Of course, you could always make
1d,there’s a saloon with

9 off

1959 for seven people
whentisn't Iuggmg Iarge loads around - breaks cover.

1961 1D and DS cabri Henri Ch:

official Citro&n models. For those buying the more mainstrea tintop.
cars, the DS19 gets a new dashboard for the 1962 model year.

your there i Cit
the top cut off, and a Citro&n SM powerplant under the bonnet. Now
that's our kind of DS...but don't ask us how much it would fetch on the
open market!

1962 There are tweaks to the front of the DS, which not only slightly Verdict
pr th ly impr s, but
speed 7-9mph. A full the DS also The Vt for everyt DS, you also have
oo ; g bo s h s
clutch.

1964 The Pallas trim level i launched, as a luxury version of the DS,

with far more splendour inside, as well as extra drving lamps and

fashy bits outside.

1965 New five-bearing engines are introduced, in 1985cc and 2175cc

form, the atter leading to the introduction of the DS21

1966 Manufacture of the DS comes to an end in Slough.

1967 The biggest physical change in the DS’ history occurs, when the
i head ted

different and stand out from the rest of the crowd, and actually a rather
bbor ki

ofit.| = 1fon the oth
hand, bored
mndamhydlauhtwhzemand5vghswmlenmhemnveandmeshzer

by the steering. The move, orchestrated by Robert Opron, actually

manages to make the Goddess look even better,  are feat not often

achieved by most mid-fifefacel

1968 The DS19 and ID19 are superseded by the D520 and 1D20...and

the DS21 gets 115bhp.

1969 Fuel injection arrves,resultin

all the models,there's a revised fasci
specify a five-speed transmission as an

inthe 139bhp DS21 EFi model. On

optional extra.
1972 The utimate mainstream DS arrves in the form of the DS23 with
a2347cc engine. Inits most powerful form - with fuel injection -

puts out 141bhp.

S comes to an end,
almost-as-glorious X In ol 1455 74 hve been b of i lypes
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started, then welcome to the big hydropneumatic Citroén club.
Anyofthesecrs - whethr DS or D, ary o late - is beauflly
inaway no ol
match| [

1968 model

fror
something tha vas gorgeous eneugh already Ancforthe uirate.
Godd

ithas the quuvy, it has the lounge, but it also offers an extra dose of
e

Insurance quote

Fora €A,
B Fully comp, £18450,29- 5 s only
kepton diivewiay
B Fully comp,£7350, 5,3000 miles,only carkept
diiveway
1110464
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Buyer's Datafile: Citroén Traction Avant

Before the DS, before the CX, before the SM, before the 2CV and all the other great classic Citroéns, there was
the Traction Avant. RICHARD GUNN looks at the grandmother of all quirky French Double Chevrons
irok,bfre My Desi

o st
it utimatey ot i heTact n19%.
pe forus pky it
,sowedit have
ket e died n 1935, sty d
ok e Tcion Avant
jedby 05
repaced by the . dthe
of e,
/. . e be vyl con s el
‘o 'BRAKE; s hydolcsllwoundon  floarpans Ceckdoo it o see f he whole Clubs
g
s eime wibor bues. pricomsy ok
Isita classic? Thearvnton
e funchessare, fpucnfodtent  wheesancac e ecangles bowdos o (AI0Vra
praesiesof s e s yousperdng
e nder 210- bkl
10good order.
e

What's out there?

ses fomcnenitis obuaabioes b, i

theonte rod {hehirie B, hse e ey spec Casics.
fardls e eprsentngthe it whete o fst s f

jor)
iy
Ve, 675 mchindesetode o hercnens
e
fmd1784 by
55w
Qs et 0 teguinabives
edum o, 20, 239 oweerfyuhae etneard eyt
)
What to look for? elhousig Check Ve e 50 skt moetokveandgetexckedoes e
Rt nscyinde s hen vy an iy ekl e e i
‘Specialists
b 70V: 1303 G
I
oo Tshp Ioticc sem Someh
e 10 | S 2866cc 76

Gght15:1511cc S6ohp Tomph
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CITROEN 2¢V

) deligh

You can dive a 2CV hard and il soak It up with masochistc pleasure, However t s

important that regular oil changes have taken place - Geoff Archer at Northallerton
i i d i nd the

use of engine
used by the car that won the recent 24hr 2CV race, it s worth heeding. Such care
should allow the engine to clock up well over 150,000 without the need for a

rebuild. Check the oil for ceanliness and also check under the oilfiller cap. Mayo.

the car and has p
Pad the chanc to v p.Thvyscheckthe o e col sy Geof
itis caked in muck it suggests that the car has not been well c
solookoutoraspot
up.If e needofa toption willbe tofind anothe
car.The 20 described bttt ouant fes or whines.
The is alittle basic - heat is taken fr heads and is directed into the car via cardboard tubes. The
problem here i haifthe inder e areleking e il gt rght o the cain - uhic o gaod for el e oy st

gaskets from the m ton
Electronic ignition is a popular accessory as it removes the need to keep removing the engine
fan keen to dispel the
‘myth that access to the points s horrendous: “Getting at the points isn' the black art that rumours
2y staes Geof. They are esir to change than those on an MGB!
2

Parts prices

engine and from 1981 brak iy ST
Many  the 425cc engi 126h rvice kit
Simpan sumibe o Complete exhaust 3 part
4part
Brake Di
e Brake pad:
Specification Alternator (new
Car 20v 206 Dyane 6 L s
Year 19491954 19811990 19781983 % w“’ﬂf;"”’”:
Engine size 375 flattwin,ohv__602cc flat-twin ohv_602cc flat-twin,ohv AN
BHP/RPM _ Sbhp @ 3500rpm 29bhp @ 5750rpm s3bhp @ s750rom RS
Topspeed  41mph 71mph 75mph Kingpin
0-60mph  No chance! 2735ecs 25secs e covers
Gearbox _4-speed manual “speed manual “-speed manual ey
Consumption 55-65mpg 45-55mpg 45-55mpg i
Suspension u e
Allmodels:  Rear: Trailing arm, horizontal dependent but hassis
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The thinking hippy’s motor, the famous Tin Snail, has been around for almost 60 years. Behind the jokes,
flimsy panels and famous body roll is a car packed with clever engineering and wonderful simplicity.
We let our resident 2CV anorak loose with the Buyer’s Guide pen -

JAN SEABROOK tells you what to look for

Bodywork Suspension and steering

2CVs can rot pretty. wwhere but u
Salian A =

AL . " viaa

bonnet hi ide th

e each side,
floor.Tie-bars link to the suspension arms allowing fully
e 1t Ifthe

front edge iiddenty the ek encfthefront gt then s w
tum
Sround hesetbl mcunnng point

The boot floor i susceptibl, s are the rear inner whee\amhes

rockit, the suspension cans could probably just do with a lttle

vegetable oil - it is important to turn them after you have done
this. The arms are connected to the tie bars using a knife edge

which must be kept reased - ook or evidence oftis

), or the excellent

i

rubbev mats.The front toeboard
the mats also allows you to inspect the top of the chassis - if you spot
ot where it meets the lower bulkhead, then further chassi rot i
almost guaranteed.

“Floor and il ot s very common and as it s structural,can be
xpensie o repiadisesDaren Arthur ofFrome 2V Cntre
M

-it
level sae aher one or two bounces.

LB

play her s an o e, although they never fail in a manner
which could cause suspension collapse. They are easy to change if
you have the right drifts - and a big hammer. Check also for

least £1000, playin itself.A rattling
but when the
ot Luckily, repa labl track rod end: he ball
wear.

and his 10 staff are currently flat out, keeping 2CVs on the road.
One area which s hidden s theseam tthe top of therear wings

This ipper
ing but by this stage, rot q
Happil

alm 5o
ifthe price s low and your welding skils are good, do not be put ot

basic than this. The grey, checked
seat covers imed to the Dolly and Charleston editions wear very
bad!

Finally, open the hood and check the top edge of
‘panel. Some cars can rot badly here.
of 20

frermarket,
‘now and buyers pay extra for the reassurance. Chassis on later cars,
1980

/501 the chassis on the .
need to check. /. Older
19505 20V

Wlight, t covers are
available so don't be put off by scruffy seats. Refurb kits are
available for the seats themselves as they are lttle more than
sheets of canvas attached by rubber hooks to the steel frame. The
foam covers then go over the top.

Hoods can shrink with time, which looks awful and makes them
difficult to re-it Replacements are available in either the original
material or in canvas to your own design. Roofs should not leak.

tostillbe onthe orginal chassi.

talso
remave th spare wheel - which hides under the bonnet - and (he(k
it The fror

Brakes

Most mechanics are scared off by 2CV brakes, but that is a foolish

the @calpom'this should ~ifit
driving, the bonnet willslam back nto the windscreen -~ which makes
vision a bit of a problem.

French electrics have never been that hardy, as any modem-day
Peugeot owner willtel you. To make things more fun, almost the entire.
wiring loom on a 2CV has green wiring! Luckily, there isnt much toa
2V

o 9 not

the headlamp switch can get very warm without a relay - which at
least keeps your fingers warm on a cold day.

dipstick however) but his i often just a fauly e Un!armnalely. on
later cars,
tear seatbelt cars had aft-up panel under the rearseat to ot youto
check the wires with the tank in-situ.

Incidentally, up until 1963, the 2CV didin' have electric windscreen
wipers - ey were instead driven via the speedometer - which means
that they get faster the faster you go.

response. The front brakes are inboard and granted, working on
he fr d i He front di h

easier - show us another car where you can open the bonnet, flick
aretaining clip and remove a brake pad inless time than it takes
for the kettle to boill You ca
remove them, and while poking around in the engine bay, you can
also check the discs for thickness. The handbrake activates on the
front wheels and should not come out more than a few clicks ~
often comes out much further as most mechanics doni't know how
10,0r can't be bothered to. ad]usl it up.Weid aso recommend that
you always leave a 2CV in gear

e oo bokes recrum o brake liningslasta very long
time. A
 the pecalwilfeelvery ard ftishas happened allhough most
people only discover that there is a problem come MoT time. The
state of the rear brake pipe may also upset the MoT man. They
are a swine to replace! says Darren, so make sure you check the
condition of the pipe. It runs down the rear suspension arm, so
checking itis quite easy.

All 2CVs stop very wel, despite the lack of a servo. In fact the
brakes are impressive, even by modern standards. The fluid used
on disc brake cars is LHM — the lfe-blood of hydro-pneumatic
Citroéns. DOT4 fuid should never be used. Conversely, LHM
should never be used in a drum-brake 2CV.
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HISTORY

The 2CV is one of the most distinctive cars ever made, yet the vast
majority of people know very lttle about them. The world of inboard
brakes (just like a Jaguar E-Type), super-soft suspension (just ike a
Cadillac) and keen handiing (justlike a Mini - well with alttle more
roll) are lost to most,yet thoroughly enjoyed by their enthusiastic
owners.

1936 Citroén is now in the hands of Michelin after development costs.
D e
requirement for machine for

me ‘masses.

1939 The final prototype is readied for approval.It has water-cooling, a

Contacts

Cubs

W The Deu Chevaus Club o Great Bitain (20VG8)
ww.2cvghcouk,enauiriese2cugb.com

W Gittoén Cor Club, www iroencarcluborg o,
members@citroencarclub.org.uk, 07000 248 258

Specialists

W Sutton Cordiner 2CV, Leics, 01509 881804

B Bourne Citroen, Lincs, www.bourne-citroen-centre.couk, 01778 394777

W Silly CVs, Kent, wwwsillycvs.couk, 01634 252987

B The 2CV Workshop, Cornwall, 01579 389181

B Classic Citroen Parts, West Yorks, 0113 2585791

dl onmsse2sn

single forsiosbarsuspension
P

of
RN et a1 ¥ o ot e U ol
following the declaration o war.

20V Workshop,Merseyside, v 2cwiorkshoparg k, 01704 46260
8 ECAS 20V Parts, St wwecasZvpartscou, 01785 282682
W Frome 2CV Centre (servicing and rebuilds), Somerset,

1948 Following further secret development
War, the 2CV s launched to the world with mdenendem Tl
horizontal coilsprings and an air-cooled engine. Produc

commences the following year and a large waiting list is soon building

1953 The 2V commences production in Slough, complete with shiny
chrome bumpers and hubcaps to seduce a wary British public. Sales.

W Northallerton Enginering Sevies (seviing and tuning), Noth Yorks,
wwnwnorthallrton-engineering services couk, 01609 71313

20V Suff(accessories and parts), www2cvstufico.sk

W Matts Soft Tops, West Susex, 01243 760132

20V City (parts and srvicing) Yorks www.2cvcity <ok, 01422 31636

nG

were never strong and British production ends i 1964, but o the 1245 2

vehicles produced, 65 were pick-ups - used by the RAF aboard their How much?

aircraft cariers. e oy

1954 The 375cc engine s oined by a larger 425¢cc e Yet thisis

incredible 12bhp. isp

eseliyiiaglitnely sl e mshma i ioks
four-wheel drive. Over e

1960 The pr\e bonnet i replaced by a fluted design that remains
unchanged uni the end alprodu(non Slough unveth Bjou -3
2V b: T d the

were hard to give away just  few years ago.
Whie 2CV pricesare on the rse, Dyanes arestil untouched by the

S Ema erotn Chapman Witha top xpeed At AQmph it

2000
was not a success and only 211 were
1961 The 2CV-based Ami 6 i launched, with ine. A sort of launched,
mini-DS,t quicly becomes France’s best selng car,seling well overa 20
ion b Tlaunched in i uhich

styling - it will so0n have such I

1965 2CV doors become hinged on meu leading edge and extra side
windows are fitted to improve viibil

1967 The Dyane i launched. A streamlined 2CV with  hatchback and
lightly more performance. itroén sells over 1.4 millon, but it fails to
replace the humble Tin Snail - f that was actually the intention. It has
such luxuries as doors that don'tflap at motorway speeds, a itle more
power and a practical tilgate.

1970 The 2CV becomes available with the 602cc engine for the frst
iz EEsapmbdlical s

“The key thing to remember s that even though the 2CV is  simple
& - . %

ig is forthe.
20 t
d 20

not available on the open market.

Verdict

s deﬁnne\y

ssed to

tted to the 20V,

he body roll his becs

1981
Chareston and Dol pecial it b product
models

1987 Production transfers from Levalloisin Paris to Mangualde in
Portugal. The British market i treated to the Bamboo special edition.
All cars are a shade of green which can only be described as VERY
green

1990 Production of the 2CV ends.The last example is a grey Charleston
~fitting, as when production started,you could buy a 2CV in any colour
as long as it was grey.

Insurance quote

S

¥ pe

Few

your sh 2 prospe
W indeed, Friend:

= Fully comp, for a 29-year-old, two years' NCB, 10,000 mile
limit, only car, kept on driveway, club member £116.15

® Fully comp, for a 50-year-old, full NCB, 3000 mile limit,
second car, garaged, club member £59
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Buyer's Datafile: Daimler 2.5-litre/V8 250

Often seen as the poor relation of the Mk2 family, the Daimler V8 doesn't deserve to be left in the doldrums while Jaguars
steal all the limelight, believes RICHARD GUNN. So, he reckons, you should follow our guide and buy one

or old J

its main ivals in

and not that much idea of what to actually do

Ljustto
reinforce the image that this wasn't just a Jaguar with a
handle.

coffe.
il the first
in1962,

own range, naturaly
e Soaee o rasament 0 g s e until 1969
o of 1 405 and 3405 and lost
I d spivish ide nteriors The
form, founditsell dalite b
i I quar recog is cabin wood,but it
mighty XK
anity ofy ¢ aka Amba,
d i
Isita classic?
Te 01189513513
Tl 020895 5181
ki ... magine whatone
189 whie Tel 2089173000
i in1967,when Th ituati
Pt Keor put
towel 250model Jogarvarnts s avaiable,and you shoukint
wcheiter,
i incude AT
Outrsil, 530
£121400
nlowspeednanat - compomie Rearvalance, narow bumper,  £11915
ecomingan ptonteon Bth are g - Cluch master cyinder, 11633
What to look for? enough,althoushlsen outfornoise backade  Specialists Stainless steel exhaust system,  £349.00
whineand intably e forth synchromesh Brake padset, P
. PARTSISERVICES Brke discset, 2403
the I pay?
o Ppay
nd thebestbi
oaRTS Cheapethn a'eal MK s even s
o 44040,
sowelstrtvith. o
01525381063
60211 Should 1 buy one?
The spshpanel
aues YesDefitely.ightnow.nfatselthat sty
e
hossiottbeshps i
in paricular. Thereshoul What's out there? ub07000
rumet b o ey e vert 356285 orwnclocorgu
B
wjecoguk n cany cad
= - bomnet.Andyoucan spend hecash youse
DAIMLER 2.5-LITRENVS 250
2548CC V8 MAGAZINE Thisisacarthat has e syl and
140BHPESE00RPM [
15518 FTO3600RPM.
i ocetesomething tnly memorable I
Contact maylackthe intense cramatcs o the Mk 2
1385ECS experience utif presence and beauty s more
FUEL CONSUMPTION: 17.3MPG
GEARBOX: FOUR SPEED MANUAL OR THREE-SPEED AUTO
Tek01268566755 2model
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DAIMLER ‘DART’ SP2

A

Edward Turer's V8 unitis a peach of an engine - David Manners s effusive i his praise of it as
“Wonderfull”It known for ts ability to last.
interval), 100,000 miles should be no pveblem before major work s needed.‘My first one went up to
160,000 miles before | sold it” reports David Manners. “And it only broke down twice. The second time,
the AA got it going again within 15 minutes"
However, these engines do like to drink their oi, so be prepared to keep topping up, and with good
quality stuff as well. However, i you'te getting oil pressure of around 35 to 45psi at 40mph in top gear
That 25psi whendiing bul

ata rebuild soon. 0go

h
anything less than d you
and ook for another car.
If engine workis required, s essential that pistons of the correct weight - as stocked by David Manners
< e e cberbia Wk ok o b eadld o the s acoodd et s
Some blue smoke haustis acceptable - and
of it Ifthere s, it points to a worn valve guides, and will pmbably e accompanied by iy tppets.

can oceur leaks or blocked or

cortoded waterways within the V.

Under the bonnet, have a look at the fuel ines. Heat from the engine - it aV8 remember, and they

never run cool - can result in the fuel | many will have had
fitted by now.

Fortunatly, prety much everything isavllablefr these cars, thanks t aa amount of nterchangeabilty with the MK based Daler

saloon. The oil pump and the sump are different though.

Itis possible to fit the 4.5-litre 220bhp version of the V8 inside a Dart... but, boy, it hairy if you do! And you'lllose the excellent fuel

consumption - wellfor a V8 at least ~ too."l could get 20mpg on the open road in mine and 30mpg around town!” says David.

modenn items

Specification Brakes

o Delrief o 50 The brakes - allround discs incidentally - don't have

Yaar R too_much o’a task to do, thanks to the Dart’ lightweight

Engine size 2549cc 4-cyl V8 Fioweias

BHP/RPM 140bhp@5800rpm What can p\ay up is the: "y»uff handhrake. which can e\lhEr

Hopspasd 127mph wear or seize up. Either way 't be effective enough to

0-60mph Disecs get through an MoT. Brake lines can be prone to corrosion too,
the one that runs from front to rear. However,

Gearbox 4-speed manual/3-speed automatic

almost as ifjealous of al the attention this main trouble spot
29.1mpg gets, ‘axle also rots t0o.

Suspension: All models: Front:Independent by wishbones,
coil springs, hydraulic dampers.
Rear: Live axle, half-elliptic leaf
springs, hydraulic dampers
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Upgrading to copper items is the obvious fix - a full set for a
car with a servo costs £51.05, while for one without is £47.18 -
and at those sort of prices, likely to have been done already on
many cars.




bit of an oddball.

With little experience in sportscar production, it's small wonder that Daimler’s SP250 turned out to be a little
although a glorious one at that. RICHARD GUNN looks at buying the glassfibre creation
with the great V8 engine, with advice from specialist David Manners

Gearbox/back axle

miles...which is why many owners have taken the polyurethane
bush path, ha 6000
instead. If, when you're testing the car, there’s a knocking from the
front suspension, then the bottom trunnions are on their way ...
and it points to the car's maintenance routine not having been
adhered toin the past.

Underbody damage can be quite common, thanks to the low ride
height of the Dart, coupled wi

from the Triumph TR unt, albeit

fortunately,there’
Tnerchangeabity.However woms Dol Manners, 1t does need an
experttodoit though”

Common faults are a stripped first gear (something which can be put
tight with TR bits) and synchromesh that is getting well pastits best,
0 (he(k tosee how theransmission behaves on any est drve

speed humps. The rear springs can flatten out, and the steering
spot for taking It's wortt
aking o e ot ape essre slong o see how much dearnce
there s between the chassis and the ground. It should be about six
inches. Anything lower, and the car’s underneath is at risk.
Ifthe car hasits original steel wheels on, remove the hubcaps and
look at the metal by the wheel nuts. Over-ightening often resuits
inmetalfatigue, and if the cracks get too big, the whole wheel can

It's not that
d\lﬁ(ull todo, and it does make them somewhat more relaxed on
Iong trips. Something else you keep an eye - well, more of a feel

really - a

tothe V8 engine as the rest o the transmission.

From 1961, three-speed Borg Warner automatic gearboxes were
fitted on some cars,but were never popular - ths s a small two-
seater sportscar after ll - and so few remain today. However, if you
do come across one, expect few problems, especially if the oil is clean

fall off. Thi ! ng: ant and fullto the correct level.
opt for A maorf vomle of ‘A-spec cars was the weak back axle, with the

wires (£] AT the good jever,
news s that Triumph TR4, 5 and 6 items ft fine. However, the wire there alem Ilke\y tobe many ul these cas lft over now with their

‘wheels are not without their problems, as worn splines and hubs tell its two
cause play. Jack the car up and wiggle the wheels to see how much plugs. me: variants hm NS. me one.
play there is....something that also works with steel wheels that Look at the axle tubes, I these can work loose from mw
have cracks around the bolt holes. tings, not youwant P is

Expect heavy steering, butifit's too arduous, suspect the steering
box is worn, especially f a real effort is needed at lower speeds.
Check the oillevelfirst though, just to make sure that it just hasn't
been allowed to run low.

inmotion.

Pretty
everylhmg is available
trim-wise, whether
inside or out. However,
you may come across
some cars without
bumpers. Make sure
you canlive with that,
as replacements are very costly,at over £1100. They were only
ever optional extras on A-spec cars, and because, when they do
got rusty, there's such a lot of expense to put them right, owners
may well have had them taken off aftogether.
Intriorswere lesther and o thers may not be mch to
ming f
\ol to put right properly. Tatty cockpit? Think about spending 2
least £2000 to have it re-trimmed. And then some... probably.

y 3
the chassis isn'. Soit's quite vital to get underneath and search for
rust. While you should just look everywhere as a mater of course,
start your quest with the front tubular crossmermber and turrets
for the front suspension. These handily fill up with water. As with
most dlassics the rear spring mountings are a vulnerable spot.
However, the problem is worse than with many other historic cars,
as putting things right actually means cutting through the floor.
Lower wishbone mounting brackets can crack, and the chassis
members behind the rear axle also corrode, in common with the
side members, If these are too far gone, the chassis will become
very delcate...and this can lead to such body flexing that the
doors actuallyfly open. Great if youre not wearing a seatbelt and
leaning into a corner at the time.

On the Band C-spec cars, a reinforcing beam was added under
the doors, and the B-post was made more robust. Sounds like
good news? Well, actually, no, it isn'. Because these were just
add-on parts, the metal wasn't as good a quality as the rest of the
chassis, and thus corrosion s even more of a lkelihood.

Parts prices

All parts from David Manners Ltd and Hood

include VAT Master cylinder
Front bumper, exchange Radiator, exchange
Rear bumper, exchange

£1168.10

Plug leads set
£14900  Engine gasket set
£28900  Cylinder head,
Timing chain

Front wing
Bulkhead assembly
Tonneau cover £17867

Starter motor, reconditioned

£151.11
£468.83
£398.99

Water pump, exchange
Oil pump, exchange
Stainless steel exhaust system
Fuel pump
Track rod end, pair
Front hub, used
Lower front trunnion
£1399  assembly
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HISTORY

Contacts

Clubs

B Dairmler $P250 Owners Club, tel: 01322 522958 o
mysite wanadoo-members co.uk/Daimier_SP250_OC/indexjhtmi

B Daimler Enthusiasts Club, tel: 01760 721658 o
www.daimlerclub.co.uk

B Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club, tel: 07000 356285 or
www.dloc.org.ul

Specaists

M David Manners, West Midlands, Tel: 0121 544 4040 or

1958 Daimler - purveyor of
i vision of

portscar upor istight so
th

out of glassfibr
intention of constructing metal vrsionsate onifit becormes a
success. Power comes from Edward Tumer's new V8 engine, in 2548cc
140bhp form.
1959 With the Dart - as Daimler has named th car - rushed nto
pmducnon, New York Motor Show in
April Daimler the

ugliest car i And there’s

Chrysler - which be at the show
~ points out that Dart is one of ts Dodge trademarks,and if Daimler
doesnit drop i, its going to getits lawyers n. Thus the name is

j

W Chris Morrs, Beds, Tel: 01525 381063,

W Barry Thome, Surrey. Tel: 07885 882416

M Autotec, Berks. Tel: 01189 340927 or www.autotecsp250.couk

W Brian Purves, West Sussex. Tel: 01342 315065

M Hall & Clarke Insurance (DLOC recommended). Tel: 08709 906060

How much?

Forget the old days, when nobody much seemed to want a Daimler
5P250. Time has been kind to the looks - they're actually rather

with superb performance that handles tremendously and wonit
rust. Well, at least where it is too noticeable to the outside world.

the Dart anyway.
Suffce to say, people do want these cars now. And they're prepared
1960 g ler' to pay for them as well. Don't be surprised to find the very best
Jaguar takes over the marque. Lofty England, inal I the beyond. is qut
be a i the D:
dropped, Instead,effort is putinto.

improving the somewhat fimsy construction.

1961 pe ith Jag
knowledge of e production resuting i several

tle shak
carried out. Jaguar also takes the unusual move of modlfylng unsold
ongma\ cars.One thing that st at issue s the performance from the
gre 120mph 91
se(onds something that impresses the Metropolitan Police so
much that it takes some on as patrol cars around the Ace Café in
London.

1962 The launch of Jaguar's E-type puts the future of the SP250in
‘s And Jag:

1963 Time for the C-spec version of the SP250, complete with extra
equipment i the form of - now, dont get too excited - a heater/

£ L
9ood SP250s can be obtained in exchange for about £15,000 to
£10,000 of your hard-earned cash. And if you fancy a challenge,

g ?
although don't dismiss how much work you'll have to do. It be

alot. And it wonit be cheap either, despite practically everything
being available!

Verdict

Iread: y
the Daimler SP250. It eccentri, it stands out from the crowd, its
got one of the all-time great V8s, it quite an easy car to look after,
and the handiing and performance are very good for a sportscar of
it's tremendous fun. Which is what a classic should

Theres little price difference between the various specs of Dart, so

the SP250,dubbed the SP252.But it ails to go anywhere, possibly
because it looks rather ot like an MGB....

1964 of

ur for has
it's the C-spec model that had allthe toys plus the extra strength in
its chassis that had been engineered in from the B-spec incarnation.

got quite a pricy

me 2500 modelswould be sodayear...butafter five years.a mere
54 have been constructed. The 2/4-ltre V8 engine at least ives on
unm 1969 in the Daimler-badged version of the MK2 saloon.
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not to flex and crack that
extra robustness is quite important.

We'llleave the last word to our expert David Manners. These are
still my favourite cars. The essentia thing i to just buy the best you
can. Then get the top down, head off down the road, and enjoy
yourselfi

Insurance quote
For a 1963 Daimler Dart SPZW, valued at £14,000, based in
terborough

ug!
 Fully comp, £309.75 fora = = old, two years'NCB, 10,000 miles,
only car,kept on driveway, club m

W Fully comp, £78.75 fora So—year—old, full NCB, 3000 miles, second
car, garaged, club member
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FERRARI 348

Despite their reputation for vulnerability, the V8 engines are hardy
enough if they've been looked after. So check that the cambelts
have been changed, every two years on pre-92 cars, and three years
thereafter, to be on the safe side (despite Ferraris advice that they
should be fine for four). You don't want to contemplate the bill for
an engine rebuild on one of these beauties. Bear in mind that 3485
are due a major engine out service every 30,000 miles, something
likely to cost around £5000, and therefore just as scary to think
aboutif the car you're looking at is approaching such an occasion.
Look at the fuel pipes where they connect up with things. Over-
enthusiastic tightening of the pipe unions can result in cracking,
and fuel sprayed around a hot Ferrari engine bay is far from
desirable.

While a little bit of haze from the exhausts is normal, white or blue
smoke with the engine running is something to be very concerned
about. So concerned, in fact, that you should walk away and look
elsewhere. White smoke points to a blown head gasket, blue smoke
is something serious worn inside. Either way ~ the word ‘no’ springs
immediately to mind.

The fuel injection system used on these cars is Bosch Motronic
Injection. While it okay i its own right (although earlier cars, with
the M2.5 system, could be prone to fuelling problems, eradicated by
the later M2.7 units), the sensors can be dodgy, resulting in warning
lights on the dashboard. If there isn't any other evidence to suggest
anything wrong, then suspect dirty o loose connections to be the
culprit, or a sensor itself having given up the ghost.

“The 348 was handicapped by having to replace the 308 and 328,
much-loved Ferraris that had been around for 14 years, and it also
had the engine mounted longitudinally, which affected the
handling. But the company was able to lean a lot from the car, and
managed to improve it so that post-1993 cars were a lot better than
the earler ones.... and led ultimately to the 355

“However, the early cars, if well-maintained, are good value and a
great option for those who don't want the classic shape of the 328,

but don't want to spend the extra money that a later car can
command. People like it because of the Testa Rossa looks. £30k can
get you a fantastic car, and no depreciation, just running costs.
“But, on average, those running costs will be about £4000 a year.
People willdisagree with that - and say you can just take the car
down to your local corner garage to have the oil changed - but if
you really want to look after one of these, that's what you need to
spend”

Specification

Parts prices

ts exhaust box, T

car Ferrari 348 tb/ts Ferrari 348 GTB/GTS _ Ferrar 348 Spider Suer o tun
Year 19891993 19931994 19931995 Sl
Enginesize Al models: 3405cc V8 ront grille, new
BHP/RPM Rear grille
Topspeed . 17imph 178mph 175mph Steering rack recon,exch
0-60mph 555ecs 5dsecs 5.55ecs E;X:Z‘: .
Consumption  19.2mpg 19mpg 198mpg
on: All models: hock absorbe
coil springs and anti-oll bar.
ek ebo e col

springs and anti-oll bar
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What greater accolade could there be for a Ferrari than that it is often referred to as Maranello’s own version
of the Toyota MR2? The 348 may be more expensive than the Japanese car - and not quite as reliable - but it
does represent a good way to start your own Ferrari party, believes RICHARD GUNN

Interior

the oil pr NS
h Sl greatclassic, with the interior tself - suffice to say, having to replace anything
e Infoct kbest unning for vill take rather alot more out of your walle than most ther
about five to il However, do p material
life can be shortened. H hings are ata h deteri age.
temperat Shouldfind the shifs s eyie ThE el e o s a3 s il el
1, the i lthoudh beo reliability. Yes, these may be expensive thoroughbreds, but they're

assuming the wors check tht the cable gerInkage doesnt need
adjusting. It goes out of true quite easly.

Bodywork

Ithough
moreto shoddy ‘epaitwork,which 5 one o he things e vy of
alot of money to put

onthese
the cheap. What you should really be looking out for i unevenly
fi nels o differences in paint shade or fi
‘pointers towards bigger shunts in the past having been put right,
but not necessarily that well.
You should keep an eye out for damaged air dams and rear
valances, as these cars don'ttake kindly to things like speed bumps.
On the Spiders, don'tforget the condition of the hood. Theyre
butlack of use can f, which can

used. Holes and st aren't reat, naturally. An option on mem
Spidryass and
10 have

O the Targa oot cars ok for avidence of ks fom the
comers, something that s quite common as cars get older.

Asa Ferrari these cars should offer pinpoint handling. If they don't

then something is amiss somewhere - and it probably down to

bushes usalythe wisbone anes. Manyof the movng pars in
should be

50 check paperwork for evidence that it i b e

Revised suspension and springs should have been fitted to

1989/1990 models, look for evidence of this have been carried out.

After this, the modification was standard.

a the tyres P p
and alignment problems will cause them to wear quickly.

Its hule surprise that the 348 handles like the (vue sportscar that it is. After al, it is a modern-ish Ferrari with a mid-mounted V8 engine

el i aftral 5o check every bit of equipment you can,
ttention systems, which
have a good reputation for... well, not being good. On the earliest
cars, the electronic odometers fail quite easily, which willalso
affect the speed needle and cause it to jump around. Earlier cars
150 had Delcoaernators, which wereprone tofalre. ater cars
b , 50 cars

i these fned are I|ke\y 10 be more reliable.
Having gone through the electrics, now try the air conditioning
and heating - both of which have been know to fail,
The bonnet and boot are released by pulls n the cabin... which
is all very well, until the cables stretch and both can be difficult to
open. Try them to make sure.

Brakes

The brakes don't have any Achilles'heels aside from the usual
seized calipers that are common on most cars of this type that
don't get used very often. So when you're out on your test
drive, brake sharply just to check the car doesn't go diving off
t0 one side as you do so.

The chassis is very strong, and more importantly, shouldn't be.
rusty thanks to the use of galvanised steel. However, check
for any signs of kinks, especially towards the front of the car,
that indicate previous accident damage. However, you won't
be able to see that much, thanks to the flat composite panel
mounted underneath to help with airflow - which can get easily
damaged on rough roads.
Have a look around where the speedometer connects to the
transaxle. Are there any scratches, or is the metal cleaner around
here than the rest of the underneath? If it i, it could point to
the drive having been disconnected to make the car appear as

it's done less miles than it actually has. It unlikely...but you
never know.

doi How could it

Actualy push » 348 hrd anl 1 o b vy iy on the . But bearin mind wher that it s - welover tice s st 5 youre
Tegally allowed to drive on British roads. To really upset a 348, you need to take it out on the track and explore and exploit it properly,
something most owners will never do. For those of us content to enjoy the occasional blast on public tarmac, there will e ltte to fault

about the way a 348 behaves.

That's so long is

course,
have shot u d

is of the pre-Honda NSX era don't give their best untiltheir
from the famous silver gate, won't be easy to slide around until that

happens...

bleeding off the speed quickly and effectively.

p.
. and trying to get second when cold might make you cry when you think of how much life youre slicing off the transmission.
Fortunately, first to third wil take care of most eventualities. But when things are finally on song, the experience s sublime. Shifts suddenly
become smooth, the car becomes like a barely restrained beast, and the exhaust alternates between bellowing, howling and screaming,
depending on the revs. Which you won't have to drop much for corners.

hrough corners?

although if you do, the brakes are more than up to the task of
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HISTORY

1979 According to popular myth, thoughts about the car that wil
eventually become the Ferrari 348 begin 10 years before it ultimately
appears,after critcism of the then-current 308 model. Engineers set
about making a car that will be wider taller,shorter and heavier than
the 308 and its almost identical 328 successor. Oh yes... and it will be:
faster too.

1989 The new Ferrari 348 emerges at the Frankfurt Motor Show,

with the only traces of the old 328 being the V8 engine... which is

g por
can be mounted transversely with it to improve handling. Capacity
rises to 3405cc, while power s a healthy 296bhp. Inital models are
the 348 th (iansversale Berlinetta - the coupe) and the 348 s (the
Spider - a Targa-roofed version of the coupe). I looks, the 348 bears
some resemblance to s bigger brother, the Testa Rossa, thanks to its
side strakes.

Contacts

Clubs
M The Ferrari Owners Club UK, ¢/o Membership Secretary, PO Box
111, Snettisham,
B King's Lynn, Norfolk PE31 7TF. Website: wwwiferrariownersclub.co.uk

Specialists
B The Ferrari Centre, Kent. Tel: 07000 360355 or www.
melenau(enue coul
may, 1344 622011 or www.hamletcg.co.uk/qv

SO .

i
oK Engmeenng. Henordhire D18 7GL Tk 01932 255246 1

M Maranello Concessionaires, Surrey, TW20 8R. Tel: 01784 436222 or
www/errariparts.co.
Tel: 0208500 7127 or

1990 A new type of with points,

is introduced to overcome high o

1991 The battery is moved from the engine bay to the front of

the car and placed under a cover behind the left headlamp. Which
fascinating. F is the Zagato Elab

reskinned 348 created by Carozzeria Zagato. It has a more rounded

shape, sunken headlamps, a roof with two bulges in it for passengers,

a transparent engine cover, ducts instead of side strakes, suede

interior and rear view TV screens. Sounds simply divine, doesn't it?

Zagato intends to build 22, but doesn't quite manage to achieve

W Ferrari Spares (new and secondhand), Essex. Tel: 01206 251475 or
v ferrarispares.com

B Rosso Corsa, London. Tel: 07005 980598

W Talacrest Tel:01784 439797

B Kent High Performance Cars, Kent. Tel: 01622 750246 or
v theferraricentre.co.uk

DK Engineering, Herts.Tel: 01932 255246 or www.dkeng,com

W Forza 288, Hants. Tel:01425 273682 or wwwiforza288.com

M Nick Cartright Specialist Car Restorations, Derbyshire. Tl: 01629
56999 or www.nickcartwright.co.uk

M Oakfields, Hants. Tel:01256 760256

1993 For the USA market, the tb and the ts.

limited edition Serie Speciales and the Spider. Only 100 are built

of the former, with 12bhp more power, better handling and a few

styling tweaks, while the latter s the fisttrue two seater convertible

Ferrari since the Seventies, with a manually-operated hood. Also this
= . o

offers a factory kit to help convert the 348 to racing spec - although
h H the car

has been modified, it's illegal to drive on the road again. And it has
to weara sticker to stay so, just n case anybody forgets... A more
street-friendly version option i the Competizione, which i based
on the Challenge. Only 50 are made, eight of which are right-hand-
drive. Over in Europe, the tb and

now named the GTB and GTS and with 320bhp, but the Spider is
also launched. The UK also gets its own version of the Serie Speciale,
known as the Maranello Speciale. It turns out to be even faster than
the American car.

Market Trends

thmg Lot
cheay

g horse badge sluck on it ever comes

key e goeson e i pvepaved opa

i o e ik e mnam me zone labelled
affordable. And, frankly they probably never will. The figures lsted below
are probably about s low as these cars are ever likely to get, now that
they've been out of production for over 10 years,and soon, we suspect

sportscars are representing as they do the frstof the modern small’
Ferraris, with fewer of the usual ssues you get with earler pillars of the.
community.

theye right
1994 The GTS and GTB go out of production. or
1995 The last remaining 348 variant - the Spider - is dropped, with owners selling Targa or Spider open air types will expect a bit more of
P by the F355. Around in tin oo
total
Verdict
348 you

Insurance quote

it

D
buying a good one, and ifthat means paying a specialst to check over

i it It better to p pay later,
when the sums have the potential to be a lot higher.

new Golf GT doesn't mean you can actually afford one. You have to
dial i

licence, 10,000 miles,only

R
licence, 3000 miles,second car, gavaged, cub member

budget, do that, you'
long term.
For8120,000.1950 Fanari 14t 0 mndicttons Kised Have we put you offyet? No.Wel i tha case,one of these stater
B Fully comp, €100 exces: £769.00 for a 29 year o two year NCB cean NElbe ot you Anthing it
uly NGB, than most of us willever b abl o fully appreciate. Combined those
with the seek looks, one
ofthese.
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Buyer's Datafile: Dino 206GT/246GT

The Dino was the fist baby Ferrari,and, since its launch in 1967 has been regarded as one of the company’s most beautiful
cars. Despite it never having actually worn the prancing horse badge on its nose, KEITH ADAMS explains that i sill has
Ferrari-like temperament - so take care when buying one

he in 196 206GT were Interestingly, it was badged as a Dino 206GT
Dino was created to move Ferrari nto  laid when Pininfarina showed its Dino Berli i i
dierent more accessble sctorf the  Specile Concepta the is Show
Din. H
e e N L
4 1987ccV6 gorgeous sportca nd te Fera -
itwas a highly o
i in Between 1967 and 1974, the Dino 2
he  template for midngined  GTS and 246GT/GTS estabished e
. ind  perfect baby Ferraris,and set the template for
i rghir ions of entry-level models
be powered by the engine. Miura for decades to come.
Isita classic? through, Clubs.
Membershiy
and 2466 yuh ! “ 1,
King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE31 7TF, www.
sl o Lighty used
o, i Thats
Wi
b s test diive. What should | pay?
sppealo these s, from lectolyc orosonwherethey  The parts situation Surpinly he mare exciusve 25GT st
Syedby Pinfarna, the GTand G5 meetstee0-again -beveryaware a5 soughtatera the 246,and that means
hen the though
=4 .
tauct Typiclprices the ealercarsarelfthand dive ony
bep Soke pads Ssiontarn Thelater 2465 are much mare
years.Strong demand and desial tadel... ont discs, ‘xpensive,andathough th owiestcars
Rear diss, £l silcstupars of 20000 Theopcrs
Spadi s ot cossoracondon’s i 6465 Srenow selingin excessof £63000 - and
absolutly essenial o the ca’s welkbeng,  Water pump, B e b oty
What's out there? Althoughitseems ot morerst resistant  Dame, S1Mexh o ofhich here ot  fow The botom
£1000.£1200
odi o . £35000 then youllbe i the pound seas.
; Bec 08GTB
nd = or 308GT4f thats oo ich foryour blood -
Th
oint ook L] 01565 Should | buy one?
246 2l and you could chase from oy e e
donor s
8 oL oot o, he
. Ifthe NG
,
carsinthe UK. Fer
seelitems. wwwjrhcouk attention - sothe putchase costis gong to
What to look for? Ll
7 fitfecls W ; diinofe
‘and bottom end are very tough,and ;

financialburden. Afer al it costs £1000
yearto service i, that sl a small prce to
althe pleasures that willbe

coming your way.

o Lookfor if

P 4
end noise - out-of adjustment tappets  Crunching once
anleadi o camsht falre. let and the gearboris
exhaust valves need close monitoring. warmed
andaopend ebud vl
costabout £
SR
original steel

featured
the
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FORD CORTINA MK3

Pintos and Kents were the original fitment, although all
manner of engines have been fitted since - the engine
bay is very capacious, allowing the fitment of V6 and
even V8 engines for those with a penchant for
performance. For the purists, the Kent unit was used in
13and 1.6 forms while the Pinto was used in the sportier
1600GT and GXL and in the larger 2000 capacity for the
range-toppers. From 1974, all 1600s used Pinto power.

Key things to check for are blue smoke from the
exhaust and noisy valvegear which could be worn
rockers, cam followers or the camshaft itself. Slack timing
chains can rattle when they are worn, signalling that their
replacement should rise to the top of the priority lst.

With Pintos, a slight knock from the top of the engine
suggests that the overhead camshaft is worn. There is a
timing belt on this engine of course, which ideally should be
changed every 25,000 miles. On low-mileage cars, changing
it every five years is wise, as time can degrade the rubber
belt too.

Both engines are well known amongst the tuning
society, so upgrades are commonplace and there’s no
guarantee that a 1300L willstil have 1.3 Kent unit
under the bonnet. Make sure that you know what you are
getting

Specification Parts prices
Car 1300L 1600XL 20008 Parts prices are courtesy of Speedy Spares
Year 1970-1977 1970-1977 19731977 and do not include VAT.
Engine 1296¢cc d-cylinder OHV._1599cc 4-cylinder OHV_1993cc 4-cylinder OHC  [RAIMNY (rh« each
BHP/RPM  57@5500 6805200 98@5700 Brake shoes, set
Top Speed _ 87mph 93mph 105mph Wheel cylinder,
Gearbox  4-speed manual 4-speed manual 4-speed manual/ L:}::;:‘;:‘.‘v‘,,
3-speed automatic o
2 ion_24-28mpg 24-28mpg 24-28mpg Tonhoes
Suspension Distributor cap

Allmodels: - Front: Double-wishbone, coil springs, telescopic shock absorbers.
Rear: Trailing arm independent, coil springs, telescopic shock absorbers,
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The generation that put the kink into the Cortina, the coke-bottle-hipped Mk3 Cortina remains a firm
favourite today. IAN SEABROOK tells you how to avoid the pitfalls when buying one

Bodywork Suspension and steering

Dagenham's dustbins were made of cheap steel but that doesn't
make them rubbish; it just means you have to keep an eye out
for nasty corrosion. You won't be surprised to hear that sils are
crucial to the strength of the monocoque so check them with
care as well as the jacking points, seatbelt mounting points and
floors. Rear wheel arches often get crumbly. A key areais where
the bulkhead and A-posts meet. Repair here can be tricky but rust
is common. Check not only for signs of bubbling but aso signs of
filer being used to cover up a nasty mess. Moving up, the scuttle
panel can rust atits extremities, especially around the base of the
windscreen and around the wiper mounting points

‘The bulkhead can also corrode further up and the slam panel at
the front of also go.
theradiator i alo well woth loser examination The front wings
can sufferonthelrnner and outer surfaces. Owious pots are the

the thave
agood lookinside the whee\avch and down the sides of the inner
wings for signs of trouble.

Door bottom trouble s easily spotted and the inner and outer
rear quarter panels are susceptible. Don't forget to get the boot
open and check the spare wheel
well also, especially around the
fuel filler neck. Keep an eye
out for bodged repairs and
questionable modifications.

“rim and body panels are
getting harder to find now so
if considering a project, don't
expect to be able to nip out to
amotor factors for new chrome
wheelarches on your 2000E.

Many Cortinas had a vinyl roof
5o check thisfor signs of cracking
or discoloration.

Transmission

Gearboxes and rear axles tend to be fairly hardy but do check
o icsie ke e s sl et st
You may also find issue with changing gear,

Ford waved goodbye to MacPherson struts for the first time
since 1950 on a new model. Double-wishbones were fitted
instead although handling was never quite up to the level that
perhaps it should have been. At least it wasn't as appalling as.
the MKIV Zephyr/Zodiac... Check for clonks suggesting wear in
the various bushes, although any noise should be investigated
as it might be caused by the subframe mounting holes being
worn - a complicated and expensive repair.

If the rear end feels loose, it could well be the void bushes
- the bane of some Cortina owners'lives. It’s an easy repair but
especially prevalent in examples that have been lowered which
can cause short bush lfe. Worn shock absorbers won't help
the handling situation either however, so a quick bounce test
s useful

Rack-and-pinion steering means that twirling the wheel
(sometimes trimmed in delicious fake wood) should result in an
accurate change of direction. Any vagueness suggests free play
somewhere in the system 5o if you find any, ask an assistant
10 wiggle the steering wheel while you try to find where that
play is.

Interior & Electrics

Pre-1974, the interior has an unusual “double-hoop" design to

the dashboard, not unlike a Chevrolet Corvette - albeit using

cheap plasic and hideous Formica on posher'models, Eary
d bench

even had
seats but these are now very rare. Trm levels are baffing
but even if you do know your GXL from your L, the disparate
nature of so many different variants e findmg missing bits
a real challenge, so condition is importa

‘There's lots of space inside a Cortina mough one of the
reasons why they're 50 popular with families.

Brakes

cold,Best nottolet the owner drive irst as It may be. oy to
get the gearbox warmed up before you have a go. Jumping
out of gear can also be an issue but at least obtaining another
gearbox is unlikely to be a challenge, and fitting isn't too taxing
either. Half-shafts can go - 85,000 miles seems to be the time
that they start playing up.

Al i butthe aservo.
Brakes
pro the pedal a it hader onthe 1300.Check ot the cr pulls
watch out for
from alack 'use Again the
yo ppy with any

maifications
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HISTORY ey
1962 The world is introduced to the TRY

Cortina,Ford'sfunky family saloon.
Previous Fords aways felt alitle
humdrum but with those cheeky .
tailfins and ban the bom'rear E E
lights the Cortina appealed to many
more people, the. mev Loms only o
increasing the des orty. B -}
Sales are imme Iely slwng wl(h ﬂ
the car a firm favourite amongst
fleet managers and family folk. —
1966 The Cortina is updated to Mk2 -
specification. Changes are pretty
much confined to appearances,
albeit all now rather plainer. The 8
Ford-built Lotus lacks the appeal of
1600E to be the one that purists.
prefer This has tweaked handling and a luxurious interir,a very
pleasant mix.
1970 Sales are already running at 2.25 million for the Cortina family

s, s b

1. The Cort
getsits first major make-over. The MK3 owes very itle to earlier
incarnations. The body is all-new with those raised hips, already a
festureof Vauhalls Suspension s double-wshbone t th fronk

Contacts

Clubs
W Mark Three Owners Club, /o Helena Rae, 71 Ayr Drive, Airdrie,
North Lanarkshire, Scotland, ML Tel: 01236 754431 or 07876
52472 wwwmarkthreeownersclub.com
M 0ld Skool Ford, www.oldskoolford.co.uk

Speciaists

W Affordable Classics, sales, Essex, 01787 237887
www.classiclordcars.couk

W Speedy Spares, Sussex, 01273 417889
wwwispeedyspares couk

8 Or visit www/fordcortina couk/parts htm

How much?

The TV programme Life on Mars certainly gave prices a kick but
prices have settled a The 2000€ s stil the most popular
of the standard-bodied cars and prices are knocking on the door
of £3000. A GXL lacks the exclusivity and some of the plush fittings
butis otherwise identical and good value at a couple of hundred
pounds less. However, be aware that the market will pay stronger
money for exceptionally tidy, low mileage cars, especially if they're
ametallic bronze colour, aping the TV star car.

Poverty spec'tinas stillfetch £2200 but £1000 should nab you a
ratty runner with MoT. Crayford convertibles are rare and desirable
and you might need £5000 if you want to make the most of the
summer. Estates are also rare and often overlooked. They are

little cold
Tazy handii The unusual Al
] Tayout comes in for ritcism too, with the dials sunk i

behind the steering wheel.
1973 It facelift time with plastic grilles nowfitted. Inside, the
dashboard is comprehensively updated and is much improved. The
1600 was now of the overhead-camshaft type and anti-rol bars are
finally fitted which tame the somewhat wild handling. The 2000E
was an enempl to vesnme(l lhE success of the M2 1600E, bm ’ell
uxurious ftlacked the Spony edge which ensured that the ungmal

f sales.
for posh builders perhaps?
1977 Time is called on the Mk3. It's taken seven years to sell a
similar number to the Mk1 and Mk2 but it got there in the end
during a troubling decade - it wasn't just BL that was suffering with

 have led a hard life and they are

Verdict

‘The MK Cortina might have been a disappointment in sales
terms with styling which seemed to date quickly but like that
other of its-time'Ford, the Anglia 105E, this is what gives the car
huge appeal these days, and not just because it's become a TV
star. A MK2 or MKka Cortina just looks a bit plain in comparison as
Ford p\ayed it much safer with the styling. Ford was very much
Afew years of bland and then theyd lob in a wild card
s e Anglia, MK3 Cortina and of course,
the Sierra.

workforce disputes. The Mk s effectively a more plainly

MK3,just as the Mk2 was the same as to the MK1.

1980 The MKS Cortinais the final flowering for the line yet,

remarkably, it til owes a very large amount to the MK3 which went

before t.The MKS tag is an unofficial one, Ford preferring to call

it the Cortina 80. Production of the family favourite ends with the

launch of the vastly different Sierra of 1982, which marks a return to
wellas super-sleek

bodywork on Ford’s controversial new hatchback.
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. Sure, you'll have to
keep on top of the rust but, lob a five-speed Sierra gearbox in and

not that
capable of holding its own in modern traffic, especially if you opt
for a 2000 which had very strong performance for its day ~ the 0-60
dash took a mere 10 seconds, leaving it more than able to hack it
in modern traffic. You don't pay much of a penalty at the pumps
either, although no Cortina is that thrifty with the juice. Do look

numbers don't match. The lure of free road tax i just too tempting
for i i

historic tax.
Mechanical parts are no issue to source either making the Mk3

a decent coating of anti-rust potion. With values st realistc it a
great way to enjoy classic motoring on a regular basis.

Insurance quote

Based on a 1972 Ford Cortina 2000GXL valued at £2500
B Fully comp, 29-year old, two-years NCB, parked on drive, non-club.
tember £126.45 with a £50 excess
B Fully comp, 50-year old, full NCB, garaged, second car, club.
member £99.15 with a £50 excess
i d Europe)

and motor legal expenses



Buyer's Datafile: FORD ZEPHYR /ZODIAC MK4

Bred by Ford, the Mk4 Zephyr/Zodiac is quite a rare sight today, but for those of you who know where one is,
ADAM TAIT shows you the haggling points...

1 the ke 1996cc Vi or 2495cc 1o be out of reach for the police.Bet they had fun
ll 17mpg 2994cc V6 unit Sadly thestandard suspension wasrather flavied
22 Mk Zephyrs."So Ford, it was developed on atight budget and not
what?”
a1 i ABSand four.  thelws for themseles. The mai problemn s
wheeldrive. Jensen  wheel
eptors Tramph i ceedngly drming when
he
dated. Athougha  unti but st
3 furte.
Isita classic? 9 speed kiz200) the
automatic and four-sp door 3
R o original, ther than throw up any hortors, ol
Despte beingalmost complecly i o ok
whining
n the classic honours
ﬁ;ﬁ'vjwm the dasschonours i i Parts pices e exclcingposage costs,
heavy rainfll SUSPENSION,

jumped on the Seventies Ford
bandwagon of ridiculous asking

T
Mka came with servo assisted
discsall round

pots,go

Iookfor rather han what 10 ook R s 5000
e i e mean ht Sl . 0%
fihe Zephy aeice V Rt s 2000
”9""’““ ortycasic . H lude wheel but rear caipers can seize, and Radiator £85.00 (V6 exchange)
o dihe o i y Radtor h
and e nginesmorcso
e nanesmare o these 1510010 ML Tophose  £300 Lt or o)
henyin Waterpump 2000 ot
y skt
What's out there? Yol need t condder he st mu.dmmmemm»m Botomhose w500
= tops, ason one. Unle Jottom hose. £300 (v4)
i Saipenion The il arepron. i ackwork o course whic
Thewaslorurste raighto Catcllny What should | pay?

especially at thir rear edge where the.
Acposts

fewhundred quid

the wings i place.

an ﬂplmn onthe Z:vhyr Checkthe

You'lbe lucky to find
choice in the classifieds.Because of

R e i
although not one to be avoided, isn't

ENGINE AND
Vaunitis als found inothe Slue
i o anTont,

seeping fluid -
st frequent or
CTRICS:

as
are in automotive heaven, or future

suc vl Projects are worth no

i werful, b 9 its th y hops more thana but

Fatnham, are amazingly commocious _ SUPrEme. uch i X

nd even rarer than the sa is another option, .

and eve arer than the saloons & e

What to look for? parts for sale. over £4000.
editions of I trickier

ien you arrve at the

We doubt that it will be modified,

toputa price on,

BoDYWO!
butin standard form, there checks 7
Vendot s g oowing there 3 i i ihat noadod
tait, free,and th hasnit turned
SPECIFICATIONS junction, Should | buy one?
thanks to the fbre gears. These can s
FORD ZODIACEXECUTNE 3OLITRE | iy way but thnkfuly thevaves  The Brtsh

/6 OHY.
136bhp.
1811bft@3000rpm,

tend to escape unscathed. I’ worth
finding out if this has been changed

‘There arent any big firms on hand

if
car manufacturers looking t0 the USA
forideas, then it doesnit come much
better than the Mkd. At CCW, we

recently if a all. Whichever the
model,

to supply every nut and bolt for a
kd. Our

17mpg
102mph
i3secs

derbor itif
need be.

Mk Zephyr Tub

scene,and s one of few classic Fords
that really suits the' wagﬂn nformat

For those who yearn after luxury,
then bag an Executive, but any of the.
lesser models,such as the Zephyr
4 (v4) wil sillmpress. Restoration

work.or a very low mileage concours
(they do come up) example would
be the more sensible ones to go for.
T e i

eviving deteriorating classics though.
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FORD SIERRA XR4I, XR4X4 AND RS COSWORTH

Cologne V6: These power units are

under-stressed and long lived, and

they throw up few problems in daily

use. I you can find one that has been

carefully serviced on schedule, there's

no reason why it won'tsail through

200,000 miles without any problems.

The key to this long life is regular oil

and filter changes with the goo

quality stuff - and later models benefit from uprated hydraulic tappets that are as easy to
adjust as standard items.

RS Cosworth: Like the V6 version, these engines are long-lives and have few foibles if
maintained properly. In fact because it was bu higher standard than the rest of the
range, it should be even more so. The head gasket s an issue nsurprisingly in a car with
50 much power, and the R$500 accordingly suffers more - as do chip-tuned versions.
However, the head can only realistically be skimmed the once - and after that youe
looking for a new one.

Engines that have suffered major mechanical failure may have had the block changed for
astandard one - and you need to look closely at any invoices for serious bottom end
work. If there are signs of bottom end wear such as blue smoke and grumbles, bear in

mind that a guaranteed Cosworth rebuild is going to cost you something in the order of
£3000. You have been warned.

Don't worry to much about the turbochargers - second hand units are readily available,
and Garrett rebuild kits can be sources for under £50 if you shop arount

Finally, these cars are very tuneable, and it a rare car that hasn't seen an ECU upgrade.
With kits that offer anything up to 400bhp (and then some), we can see why they have

appeal, but remember that extra power means extra wear, and if the rest of the
components (such as the head gasket) haven't been suitably beefed p, you're looking at
potential medium term issues.

Parts prices

Cosworth (from Graham Goode including VAT
Graham Goode 3-inch stainless
1 exhaust system,
Mintex fast road brake pads for
AP Racing 4 pot brake calip
Mintex trackday uampam or
AP Racing 4 pot brake cali
Sierra Cosworth Cor !pl:b‘
Clutch 3in1 Kit,
Sierra RS500 replacement
turbocharger,
YBO 611 Cosworth Head Gask
Water pump,
mbelt,

Standard parts:
Front wing
Front bumper,
Clutch kit
Altemator,
Starter motor,

The standard gearboxes are can feel
notchy when cold, although later
post-1989 MTX75 models are much
improved in this respect - but i
always worth bearing in mind that
even when they start whining, they'l

system, inevitably, has more points
worth bearing in mind, though. If it has
been used with mismatched tyres or
towed on a dolly rather than a trailer,
you'll be facing serious damage in
the viscous coupling in the transfer
box - and you'll know instantly that's
happening because of the noise
coming from the transmission when
underway. Replacement costs around
£600 for a recon unit and £1500 for a
new one.

Specification

Car XR4i XRax4 XRax4 RS Cosworth RS500

Year 1982-1985 1985-1989 1989-1993 1985-1986

Engine size 2792¢c, V6, SOHC 2792, V6,SOHC 2933, V6, SOHC  1994cc, 4-cyl, DOHC
BHPIRPM 16005700 16085700 15085700 20406000

Top speed 130mph 122mph 129mph 149mph

0-60mph 7.7 secs. 84 secs 8.6 secs 5.8 secs

Gearbox All models: five-speed manual,

Consumption 22-26mpg 21-25mpg 22-27mpg 20-27mpg
Suspension  All models: Front: Independent by Mz(Phemn snumm roll bar.
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Sapphire RS Cosworth 4x4
1987 only 19901992
1994cc,4-cyl, DOHC__ 1994cc,4-cyl, DOHC
22486000 22086250

154mph 143mph

61secs 565ecs

18-26mpg 2026mpg

‘dampers,anti-roll bar.



Race on Sunday, sell on Monday - that was always Ford's attitude to its family cars and competition,and never
has this been truer than with the Sierra Cosworth and its XR-badged cousins. Designed for the track and
tuned for the road, KEITH ADAMS gives you the low-down on buying these fast Fords. ..

The main cause of concern for the Sierra's suspension system is
its track control bushes, which are simply not up to the job in

Bodywork/underneath

Sierras are known rusters in the trade, so whatever car you look at,
akesure youake  verycose ook, tart ith the o vings

hand. They wear rapidly and are awkward to repl dit's
easily spotted on the test drive. Simply look for vague steering
and vibration under braking, and you're already there. Many
people replace the entire arm assembly (which is cheap at

£17 per side), but an alternative is to fitlong-ife polyurethane
bushes to the original arms, although bear in mind that these
are unavailable for the V6 models.

Dampers are an ongoing wear-and-tear option, and are not
exactly expensive to buy. However, many sporting Sierras have
been modified in this department, so make sure that you know
what you're getting into. Finally, the XRdx4 uses gas dampers at
the rear, which are more expensive than the standard items, so
make sure these are up to scratch.

durabl
habit of looking tatty with even fairly light use ~ but don't be put
off by a sad and grubby looking set of seats and door trims, as
they respond very well to thorough cleaning.

‘The seats can also look sad with the passage of time, and if
you can find one with a leather interior, your ife il be made
considerably easier.

Sun damage is a problem on dashboard tops, and the electric
window motors are a known weakness. However, with so many
cars built, and so many languishing in scrap yards across the
country, you'll never struggle to find used parts. The rest of the
electric system isnit of the highest quality, and the wiring loom is
aknown weakness.

Warped discs and worn pads are easy to spot, and reasonably
easy to replace on all Sierra models - although seized wheel
cylinders can also be a problem, and replacement s the best
course of action. The rear disc set-up has the inherent problem
of seizing the handbrake ifits eft on for to long, or not used
regularly - often the only cure is the replacement of the entire
caliper assembly.

~ thefirst signs of

at me wing tops, losely followed by the traiing edges next to the
door, and then the wheelarches themselves Hav 3 good pra,
problems if there h water

ingress.
Work your way along the car, and check the inner and outer

sill followed by the door bottoms. Don't be shy to look closely
derneath, t Jastic sil di Is.Its

the same with the tailgate and boot openings - well known water
taps.

Then open the bonnet and take a good look at where the inner
wings meet the bulkhead - as well as around the washer botle, as
these are troubled areas. Don't worry too much about the tops of
the strut towers, as Ford seemed to get on top of thatltle issue.

f 11 of the bo

husiastic drivers, you need to y good look for
signs of badly-repaired accident damage. Poor panel fit and paint
matches will tell their own sad story, and if you find a car thus
afficted, ask some searching questions.

Finally, don't worry about the fitment of a strut brace - these
bring untold benefits to handling, and have probably been fitted
for this reason. Of course, a well-used car could have one to
disguise the effects of warped front wings ahead of the A-posts.
Again, don't be shy to ask those searching questions.

Most Sierra wheel iy found on
Ford alloys seem to last much longer than the cars they originally
appeared on. The main one to watch out for is the RS500, lthough
it's unlikely youe going to be looking at one of these riding on
aftermarket aloys. If you are, then consider the fact that these
wheels are like hen’ teeth, and no longer available new.

FsComt i e o0 @s s Gon
50 WI o awees kews 00D 050 GO0 500
somvecaot 0 e aees O 00 @) osn
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HISTORY

1978: Poject Toni kicks of - s brif to replace the strong:seling Ford Cortina.

hatchback, aerody Tt

Contacts

Qobs
M Ford RS Owners Club, Berks, Tel: 0118 984 1583 or wwiw.

of radical proposals.

replacement Traditionalist buyers are aready up in arms...

W Ford Sierra Club, wwwordsierraclub.co.uk

8 XR Owners Club, www.xroc couk

Specialists:tuning

M Graham Goode, Leicestershire, Tel: 0116 244 0080 or www.
grahamgoode.com

. S

 Essex,

~door

L] 3 www.
pjmotorsport.com
[

Northants, Tel: 01280 700800 or

Dt el O (o

Corina,with 1,16 20 four yinder unis, and the smooth 23 mrevs

Tel: 01254 830343 or
v blmmmel.mml~nwdurdpam(en(ve

anks
t0a drag co-efficient of 0.34 (compared with 0.44 o the Cortina).Trm cpmms

dshire, Tel: 01782715006
or wwwcastleperformance couk

toseparate each model n the range.

8 For Parts U Salsbury ol on wfocparskcom
10141 775 9146, or wwwmainlyfords couk

1983:
> . A Lor
" i
rated at 160bhy th f 7.7 seconds and W XR4i tre, E
‘top speed of over 130mph.
1985:Avery big yearor
theirdebuts. The slow-seling XRai i dropped n favour of the XRax4, which Market Trends
body, d to the
@
S rolled
5 i interms of
. ralime i,
Powered by a the Gl
3 2046hp DOHC ]
ond o 0 kg e pspedscinedtobe Isomph.Liethe .
Verdict

standard Tourlght body opped offwith  huge wm tletalgatespoiler
1986 Production of the original R Cosworth ends - or th time being.

For too long, the V6 Sierra XRds have ived i the shadow of the more
glamorous RS Cosworth models,and although they were sold in much

e g , the low survival rate may well mean that in a few years
24bhy time,
larger Garrett last.
polers,and is
assembled by Xiixd, Okay,
amajor i g theloveitr-
x ] ity and

‘end, which gives it a curiously Scorpio-aping look.. As for the Cosworth engines cars,these are all classics in the truest

i i the senseof the word.Although the RS500 commands the greatest premium

becauseof s rariy
performance car. The engine specification is back to 1985 levels, but despite d all that addi 11
that, 50mph Ithough the I f
‘capability. The
at 150bhp), Pr ¥e Overall, the
1990: handi . is price - and these
related ez
the To do that wed ah i ub
AIIRS C¢ leathe
Insurance quote
220bhp. Th For a £5000 1988 Sapphire Cosworth, with no modifications,
of the 2-itre 16V powered version - and a two-wheel drive version of the car based in Peterborough.
is also announced, bringing back the XRdi badge. B, clean
d licence, il at.
immabilse.

the model the mor th,
1993:The XRéi and
forthe completely new front-wheel drive Mondeo.
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B Fully comp, £100 excess: £16695 for a 50-year-old, ull NCB,clean licence,
1000 mil it imemobii

1110464



Buyer's Datafile: FORD SCORPIO COSWORTH (1991-1998)

We know what you're thinking

- it's a minicab. Well, no actually, this one’s rather special, and as KEITH ADAMS

explains, well worth taking a closer look as your next future classic

- in 198 launchof he 1991
e d s e head
i,
oferingofil it bk
i d
crswere syl and youcoudbuy them na myiad and Renaut. never pushed 35 an overtly sporting choice,more 353
The n b
1977,and : In 1594,
in1985, hithe Theengine ond
» o cllalein-and 28 e form t
oppostion The end camein 1996,
= i propery maintaned.There have been
Isita classic? cases of heads cracking - though this
Iewillbe .
any weakness inth cr A bitof tp-
Comortiides s rockyous erthe <14 apping ona corthathas been
sober the

s bt to e il ke
Vst ot ot ot
To0 many problems unke some of

its rivals, whic

clutches of the crusher i their twilght

pr
the motorway.
TIMING CHAIN:The timing chain of
Comorth 2y stches s s
5 01 60,000 miles. Replacement
o ohhetiingchm e it
With 195bhp on ap,it5 teriic ot e assoonst 2o oo e
f:";“(;;:m?:‘:i;ﬁs::‘:f;ﬂé service history very closely indeed.
T M e senforrateatstartp i goes

MODEL BREAKDOWN
Year Specifications.
19911994

19941998

2035cc,195bhp V6, 24V
2035¢c,204bhp, V6, 24V

Performance (automatic]
0-60in8.5secs, max speed 140mph
0:601in 9.0secs, max speed 138mph

Cosworth-tuned engine delivers power

ey e diven hard, hich  moment,
feel it bit special That alone lfts <, f s # X
the ca intothe ranksofthe classics - Frksl Youllknow than age.These earle cars also have
addin that Q-car factor,and appreciate The extra avay b hich mak
the factthatonly the true cognoscenti
il know what youe drving, and the skl B
ownership proposition becomes a St - S o
11994 Scorpios werea s
B R L ‘wheelbearings CVjoints ae also deterorats,the values seem to drop
susceptible, 10 around £300-£400,and that’s
e e henbel; o] U onfullock because alone,the Cosworth lump is
o A thatall- The - worth £250second anc
Importantwow factar battery should have a cover on it - is The parts situation wer cars are still very much
itthere? Fusebor faiue i fassi
What's out there? it there? Fusebox failure | xanomef b secondhand (as opposed le[c lassic)
dampness y p
G 4V version £2500
50 check
withthe almst bfflng range of engines o kel e
T2 Comer e
smarty
andTEc-and o vonmisin choi 00 Should | buy one?
AERE e The o e averse to picking up a bit of rust, so Exhaust £500
Rl Front brakes £150  If you're after a big saloon or
s therear  Rearbrakes £150  hatchback with plenty of performance.
Jarches, and al o Alemator £180  and space,then there arrt too
The 19911994 madelswere lolhecalmzeandla(ko!ememe ACpump £200 many carsto touch the Cosworth
i Seplo oo £500 i ovl-The 006hpangine.
atop the range, bt once he e ange u.\mmmmmmm sisor Gearbox £750rebuild delivers pienty of punch,and the rear
) Catalysts £300each  wheel-drve chassis s very capable
known as 24V Ultimas or Executives. Scorpios are more sus(epl\ble m Gt indeed, and can deliver fun when you
tinworm than the ea pecialist wantit,
What to look for? bt & :malyu: ‘There are plenty of pitfalls o look.
o W Ford Paris UK ! outforbut we reckon fyou pick
the right one,at a good price, theres
fagaTcing the Scarpo Cotworth I thiy «cheap. Solisten and look desely ' Mainly Fords, Glasgow,Tel:0141 775 enough charm and charisma to put
it shares a number o weaknesses with vy ok o fan
the but th h heltonh 1
given proper maintenance. 20,000 mis, 5o ok it
g . mising ratios e when they go wrong.
enine arts e xpensie, 5 bty Ipay? b
‘expected, trough the engines SUSPENSION: The extra power can/

themselves re trong and reableif  Goel o earasrain on the font

Classic car rules are really only

it,and reap the rewards in future
years

CCW BUYER'S GUIDE 55



FORD 100/107E ANGLIA/PREFECT /POPULAR

AII i from the Ford Sidevalve Owners
hich only sels to ey and
Panels.P

I flter element
ston set

(010-040 oversize available)  £150.00

Contrary to popular belief, the
1172cc sidevalve engine used in all
these cars is NOT the same as the
engine from the ‘upright’ Anglia/
Popular range - even though its
the same capacity! The 100E unit
featured an ol flter, water pump,
adjustable tappets and
strengthened connecting rods and

Clutch plate

Clutch

crankease - the rods suitable for
fitting shell bearings. It's not the
fastest thing in the world and
= tends to smoke and fume from the
filer cap as it gets old due to crankcase pressure (usually caused by worn bores/pistons),

Outer sills

Inner sills

Rear wing/arch repair section
omplete)

g (bottom half only)
butit will probably run like that for ages. Overhaul is straightforward, and while some parts ntlow
are getting scarce, the club and specialists can usually help... Engine condition is certainly
less important than bodywork/underneath.
The 107, of course, had the 997cc Ford Kent engine as found in the Anglia. These, too, get
smoky as they get older and again, a ‘fumer'wil often run long after it shouldn't. Parts for

Rear spring hangers
these are available, as are complete engines.

Boot floor

Despite being an all-new car in 1953, the 100 was in many respects dated at the time of its launch - it may have been a new sidevalve

engine but it was stilla sidevalve and it still powered the car through a three-speed gearbox. The 100E's chief rivals were both from the

BMC stable (Austin A30 and Morris Minor) and both were four-speed OHV models. By 1961 the 100E was totally outclassed - the Mini had

been in production two years — and for most buyers the Popular was a price-driven purchase only.

Behind the wheel, the first thing you have to get used to is the gearbox. It a three-speed floor change, with reverse where you expect first

10 be, and you'll probably forget this when you're about to move off in traffic with another car close behind you.

Speed isn't, of course, the standard 100E's strongest point, and the three-speed box means you are in top sooner than you expect - from

under 20mph in fact. Theoretical top speed is just over 70mph, but at this rate a standard 100E is screaming - a realistic cruising speed is

iusl under 50. You won't be going out of the slows lane on the motorway then, but the 100E wasn't exactly designed with motorway use in
ind.

Bont hovgh imagine that driving a 100E is a wholly unpleasant and unins; usiness - far from it.For starters, the handling is

actually surprisingly good - one can imagine those used to the old-style Pupulzrx thinking the 100E was a huge step forwards in this

regard. | also find them great fun to drive. You've got to work in order to maintain half-decent progress, but that's actually rather pleasant

and certainly a lot more involving for the driver than a later car.

O and ifyou want a 100E but want a it more go and would valhel achieve that na perod way, a ot o the old Aquaplane'tuning gear i

~ including improved
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Thanks to an over-engineered bodyshell, Ford’s small saloon survives in surprisingly high numbers,
says PETER SIMPSON

Specification

car Ford 100E Ford 107E
Year 19531961 19591961
Engine size 1172cc 4-cyl sidevalve 997cc 4yl ohv
BHP/RPM 36@4500 3905000

Top speed 71.5mph 76mph
0-60mph 3675ecs 27secs
Gearbox 3-speed manual 3-speed manual
Consumption  30-35mpg 30-35mpg

Suspension: All models:Front: Independent by
MacPherson struts. Rear:Live axle, leaf

springs telescopic dampers

Bodywork

As usual with classics, body rotis the major problem with these
cars - thts il hcause v taling st cars e

IntendedThe usual problem areasare the. door bonoms Iowev
edge of the rear wings and the front wings which tend to go at
the front where they meet the front panel and in the rear lower
coner that sits over the sill,forming an extremely convenient rot-
spot. New old stock panels are of course rare - and consequently
expensive - and while secondhand doors, bonnets and bootlids

unusual. Fortunately, though, "

a ly part of
repair what you have by letting in repair sections - o renewing
bal I

available - but the price of these does reflect the amount of work
involved in making them in small production runs
As 100Es are fairly basic cars - even in Deluxe form - there isn't
brightwork . though we.

here at all - drum brakes all round
(7in to 1955, 8in thereafter),leaf springs at the back and the then
lmost universal box based teeing system None of s really

understand that some of the early stuffis a litle hard to find as
is anything that was ex(luslve tothe estates or vans. Some small

any more orless p the age.
Some parts are scarce from convennona\ sources - rear brake
cylinders for 19535-57 cars with 8in brakes for example - but the
Ford Sidevalve Owners Club runs an excellent spare pars service
offering most of the normal wear and tear items - often on an
exchange basis. Prices are very realistic, but availabilty i strictly
‘members-onl
| Deasenoe to that athugh the 107 unning gar s ure
i d

107E. Someohh T but
Agxm the club has sourced/made a ot

Mazak - a soft alloy which pits
with age - but remamuactred replacements are available.

Not much to worry about here - because there isnit exactly a lot
inthe st placet Painted metal dsh and doortops ae o asier

carpets - though most o bber s

First the good news - despite having MacPherson strut front
suspension, inner wing rotisn't a particular problem on these
cars - that all began when Ford started going for lightweight
construction with the MK1 Cortinal The 100 was an early
example of this set-up and basically it was over-engineered
because it was stil new technology.

‘The bad news, though, i that there are plenty of possible
problem-areas elsewhere and although the cars were built
strongly,its underbody rot that's killed most 100Es in the
half century since. Principle places to check are sils(inner
and outer), along with the adjoining box-sections. The other
favourite problem-area i the rear spring hangers and the
chasl sectons that cete up i aver the ear e Ary ot

onthe foorandifyou'e a sickler for oignalty you'lsarch out
agood set of these. Seats need to be good - don't worry i they
irty the of mark

a load bearing member is an MoT failure item
~and that means bzsl(aHylhe ‘whole underbody s structural...

Three-speed gearboxes are okay, though some spares are
getting scarce and most owners live with weak/non-existent

n second once its
isa useful skill to have when driving these cars anyway, asfirst
never had synchro. Unusually for a car of the era, the gearboxes
in these require P80 gear oil, not engine oil.
The four-speed 105E type gearbox is generally good - though
theres still no synchro’on first - and there's no shortage of
good used boxes as 997cc Anglias are still being ‘upgraded
Rear axles are generally okay - as usual with cars of the era, a
bit of oilleakage and a bit of whine go with the territory. Unless
it sounds absolutely horid it'l probably run like it for ages and
with luck the oil that's come out will help protect the back end
of the chassis. Unusually, the rear hub bearings run directly in
the differential housing - a bit of typical Ford cost-cutting - and
this can occasionally lead to wear problems, though unaffected
replacements are relatively easy to find.

CCW BUYER'S GUIDE 57



Contacts

Cobs W Afordable Classics,
Tub, FSOC L1d, PO Box 8095 M Goldendays, Norfol. Tel:01603 881155
Herts, CM23 4XZ. K e, L
W Ford Anglia 105 Owners Club the 1076), ith Road, West Yorkshire. or

Bolsover, Derbyshire, S44 6HQ.

Speoiss
W Classic Ford parts, Berks. Tel: 01344 304064
B Collectors' Car Parts, London. Tel: 020 8897 3774

HISTORY

B Ford Spares (Tending) Essex Tk 01225 830244
W Classic Components, Yorks. Tel: 01535 635829
B MC Hadrian, Wit

Norfolk.

How much?
On paper youll pay around £1500 for a good 100E saloon, £1700 for a 107E and

1953: 100E range ith an all-

“sit up and

beg’
until 1956). Anglia was the two-door model, refect the four. The Anglia

had a three-bar radiator grille,

vertical bar arrangement.

1954 The Thames Scwt van i introduced. On other models, chrome-

plated surrounds to front and rear screens, and chromium plated wiper
" d i

“That, thoughis only half thestory.For sarter, it really only the 100E
saloons that appear on the open market with any regularty. The 107E Prefects

18 months

1955: Escort in October

100E.Bolt
a

tomakeit luxury';

Any complete

with modified inds, chrome side

trims,
the standard models.

toadvertiseit.
woody'

1957 facelif
modified rear lights (saloons) and chmme vlmd bumpevs onallcars.

Any estatecaris,though, prettyrare and,nthe real world,  good etate il sel

There'san
which is chrome-plated on the T mode\ The Prefect retains the

mouth and are rarely advertied.

there too it

Other
he

as'washable! Deluxe models now feature - shock horror - alockable
glovebox and clothes hanger.
1959: The 100E Popular i introduced as replacement for the'sit up and
 Popular - essentially a basic car - with a price, including tax, of £494.
d ‘real'car

ights,

H id that, though,

they are with enthusiasts aready!
Sadly many 100Es have now lost thei rigina reistation numbers - all00-

15-20 percent though thi

usuallyless than the number was worth!
ese values are all for cars that are substantilly oiginal. Many 100Es have

and

goodies NOT found on
boot locking handle,ashtraysfront and rear, two sunvisors, door pulls
and interior light. Gosh,the uxury... Laterin the year,in October, the

cried out...

Anglia and 100E Pref long with Verdict
by kel
your diing
the but with the 10SE’ e e h,a standard 100 s not really
The latter s avaiable in Most 007.That
jogleg’ the front other.
the first two months. 100Eis al about.
1961: The 7cwt Thames van discontinued in January, followed by the S
100 Popul Scut !
April.The end for the 100E bodyshell finally comes in May 1961, when the
107E Prefect goes out of production. e o)

Insurance quote

Fora 6150011987 Ford Frefect 100K bnsed I etborough
10000

Nissan Micra o Peugeot 206 You'l use more fuel of course and  ca used in
inthe main,

deprediation!

‘miles, only car,kept on drive,club member
[ ar-old,full NCB, clean icence, 3000 mil

second car garaged, club member
i m
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Ford Capri Mk1 and 2

Parts prices

All parts from AS)

New rearchrome hockey sticks
pair

For Capri Mk2.

New front pan

New bonnet

New nearside front wing

Engines were carried over from the MK] to the Mk2, although the original 1600 unit was dropped
in 1972 fora Pinto e and the 2-litre V4 went the same way with the advent of the MK2, its Pinto
it types youl find are Kent engines (1300

2nd 1600), 2 1600 Pnta the 2000\ o Pinto, ant t the top of the tree, the three-litre V6.
KENT: The engines are always generally a lttle on the noisy side, but a ot of it from the valve gear points
to worn cam followers, especially if there's quite a noticeable clicking involved. Its not just a case of new
followers but o  new camshaft a5 well Timing chains tend o ratte - butar a the ront of the engine, o easlyreplaced ifnecessary.
Dothe the 1 f worn valve iston rings. Wear is most likely on the 1300 engines,
simply because they need to work harder than the more powerful 1600. Don't be surprised to find any Kent engine has been tuned... they re
one of Ford’s most tuneable classic unts.
Va:For a V-unit, these engines are quite rough, and not the best-liked of Blue Oval powerhouses. Try to see how the V4 starts from cold.
Difficult starting points to an engine past its best. Head gaskets can be a problem, so check the dipstick and underneath the oil filler cap
for signs of the two fluids mixing, and also look or il and water leaks around the gasket
During your . drive, k eyeon per g heat...one of the main reasons why the head gasket

Top end noise and be somewhat concerned over...in fact,if you hear the, ts probably
best o go fooking élsewhere, s prts e harder t sourc foroneof these than any f the other MKl or MK2 englnesand conseduently
expensive because of that.
PINTO: The Achilles' heel of early Pinto engines is that the oil spray bar could get clogged up with old oil, meaning that the camshaft
didn't get enough lubrication. A ot of top end noise is a sign of this. However, most have been modified by now...check with the owner
to see if he or she knows if this has been done. Even if a better spray bar has been fitted, regular oil changes are still vital.

Lookin the history to see if the cam belt has been changed at the mileage it should have been, and look for over-tightening of the cam
cover, which can result in distortion and subsequently oilleaks. As the Pinto doesn't generally leak the black stuff,if there are signs of oil
escaping, look at the cam cover frst a the ikely sus;

Ve: This s a tough old warhorse that doesn't have a difficultjob carting a Capri around, so shouldn't suffer from too many problems
However,if it hasn't been looked after as per the service schedule, then overheating can stin leading to a blown head gasket and even
a cracked cylinder head. So monitor that temp gauge, and do the xing as for the V4 type above.

Specification

Car Capri11300GT  Capri11600GT  Capri13000GT Capri1RS3100 Capri22000SGT  Capri 230005
Year 19681974 19681974 19681974 19731974 19741978 19731976
Enginesize  1298cc4-cyl OHV _1599cc4-cyl OHV _ 2994ccV6 3091ccV6 1993cc4-cyl OHC _ 2994cc V6
BHP/RPM 7266000 86505000 12864750 14865000 98@5200 13865000
Top speed 99mph 105mph 120mph 125mph 108mph 12imph
0-60mph T6secs 13secs 9.25ecs 80secs T1.1secs 955ecs
Gearbox ‘All models:4-speed manual or 3-speed automatic

Consump 25mpg 25mpg 21mpg 20mpg 23mpg
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The Capri was the Ford's European realisation of the Mustang concept, and, in its own smaller way, just as
successful as its US cousin. RICHARD GUNN cuts to the chase on buying the first two generations of Ford's
classic sporty coupe, with advice from classic Ford specialist Roger Chinery of Affordable Classics

Both themanual and automatic gearboxes are pretty “bulet-
proof*..in fact, that's Roger assessment of most of the
mechanicals of the MK1 and 2 Capris. Changes on the manual
ones should be smooth, and the synchromesh shouldn't protest.
Accelerate hard in each gear, then lift of...to see if the lever
jumps out of gear. I it does, then either a new gearbox or a
rebuild isn' far away. Automatic Capris are fewer and further
between than their manual counterparts. Aside from checking
the level and the cleanliness of the oil, look for the car hanging
onto gears for too long. Ifthe one you're testing does this, walk
away...its an expensive fix.

Roger does point out that on a test drive, you should listen
for a noisy differential - either whining or clunks. "You will need

Fords of gevity of their d
the Capri I the usual Blue O i

‘expert Roger Chinery, “The M1 Capri goes rusty virtually everywhere,
and the Mk2 sn't far behind it He flagged up the front wings as the
areato check firt."Look at th fronts of them, especially around the
headlamps. There'salsothefront vlance and behind ...and you can't

o ookt the antill barand bumper muummgx as weH Yhe panel
n the

swrcur\dmg pillrs too.
Another grot spot s the ‘lower rear quarter, behind the back wheels”
o P The front
“Look

to take the rear axle off to replace. It quite an

in “The

specialit tools are needed. But so long as has
been kept topped up, all should generally be fine

Aclonking while puling away and/or changing gear s ikely to
be worn UJs on the propshaft.

“MK1s are fairy easy to put right inside says Roger, ‘as most
of them are just black vinyl. Tan vinyl is a bit more difficult, but
you can always colour the material. Mk2s are more of a problem
because most of them had a cloth interior...and the older the car,
the more unlikely it is you'llfind a good match for the pattern.

pecall at the rear
suffer. It worth taking a torch along to check underneath the arches
for more concealed foibles.
The top of the A-postis known 1o rus,“something they have i
Oper

pen
move them up and down, whie an assstant looks or play i the hinge:
pins ringe Mounts Thepins et toomuch of s, but f the
mounts are at fault it \posts. Not easy to
putright...and not cheap either.

Under

f

zZone.“Look at the strut tops. They rust...and o genera!ly worse on the

s e S e tpy e Sl
wing mounting rail oo.

“The top of
on them, and dashboards can crack
ieror because they atirac the st m

its more ikely on a darker

filler,both inside and out. Don't forget the sunroof,assuming one is
fitted, although Roger's opinion is that MK1 and MK2 tems are much

In general, trim is not that resil
Lendency o pltslom ther eamé with age and e

Further advice? “Always buy a car with the best interior
you can find - the interior is actually more important than the
bodywork 25 you canaways by relacement i for the

than their “However” believes
Roger ‘ifa M1 hasa sunmm that doesn't work, it probably never wil

jobto
factory fit Stil.. Wu an a\ways fitaWebasto instead. They look great

apris!

9

Trywhfnhe mats. he floorpan
“especially under the pedals and the equivalent area on the
passenger side; according to Roger."Yet more grit and dirt
thrown up by the road wheels attacks here, plus there’s also a
seam as well tha corrodesof s own accord Alsolookat the

the sils can spread to here. Carpets can suﬁer lrom damp,(hanks

course. Says ROger,'Che(k me o5

around the rear wlndowand the panel below it. On both types, Yook
under the carpet at the whee»avches boot floor and spare wheel well.
oger b

eveyuhere it Facarlooks el :ared forthenit probably is"
thody pers forthe M2 e orelfct

toleaking door sealsand tha
metal underneath.

diffcultto find for both lype;

Before anything else,just stand back and look at the car froma itdle:
way away. A car that s sagging down at the backis in need of new
leaf springs...and will make handling somewhat on the tricky side
to say the east

5

9
wheel.If there's a ot of play, then it likely a new rack is needed.
Not much play probably just means worn trackrod ends.

., Copisuspension ushesdont case toomany pmblems

you
th ings of the rear

can go very
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here.If the brakes  then
!he'y e probably okay. But even i they re not, everything i very
cheap and simple to put right says Roger. However,just give

‘whatever pipes and hoses you can see a good perusal, and look
for leaks as well as a low fluid level in the master cylinder.

Contacts

bs
Capri Club Internationa. Tel: 01386 860860 or
www.capriclub.co.uk

Capri MK1 Registe.Tel: 01676 541355 or
wwwcaprimk] registercoul

b

g

HISTORY

1964 Ford of America launches the Mustang,to instant and very
financially satsfying success Within si months of the'Stangs

the European market, with the idea dubbed Project Colt.

the C
S S B CH e e G Lo
lot

Tel:01707 336343
or wwwfreenetpages.co. uk/hp/capnzmgmmnaex htm
FordCapri Enthusiasts Register.Tel:
Independent Capri Enthusiasts. Tel: vz T3 0r
wwwicecapris.couk

The Ford Halewood Capri Register Tel: 0151 495 3855
Capri Club Scotland. Tel: 01555 894133, 07741 - 056308
or www.capriclubscotiand.couk

Scottish Capri Club. Tel: 01324 626162 or
wwwiscottish-capricouk

 Classic Ford Owners Club.

othe Mustang that inspiredis conception.
1966 The irst working prototypes are num xfmr the Colt has been

rhe‘hc:key gl d
the dummy louvres just i front ofthe rear wheels

1967 A couple oflast minute changes are instigated to make the.

Specoists

W Capri Care, Bucks. Tel: 01908 365560

W AS), East Midlands. Tel: 0115 9705 693, 07799 322354 or
wwwas}-enterprises.com

sporty Ford the car How much?
the C-shaped rear =
f isi ind the
el el them around for values to ever sky-rocket. However, one particular

2 s type of Mk1 Capri does actually scale the heights marked ‘expensive;
with Japanese auto imports) o the aready-used but now defunct i el
Capri. sl ;
1969 The

it it lot of money.

ofWest January 21.nitial

the 1300/1300GT (1298cc 4-cylinder) and 1600/1600GT (1599cc
pinderwiththe 1996c<Va engine fom the Corajoring the
line-up

The M2is something o an' unloved sandwich flling between the
MK and the WIS Capi - thinkof it s supermarket budget crat

engmes.:hreews of 1305cc, 1498cc and 1698cc and two Vs of
1998cc and 2293cc.The really hot Capri - well for this year at least -
arrives in Septemberin the form of the 3000GT featuring a 3-tre V6
“Essex'engine of 128bhp.

1970 Fords obsesson with theleter Eresis nthe zooomhe
oll

plase... i oth
a i g

up on the 1300 and 1600 engines.

1972 g fift with 152 modifi ed

The old 1600 Kent engine is replaced by a 1600 Pinto unit.

1973 built it

the RS3100 beginning.The Essex V6 s stretched to 3091cc to give:
148bhp for this homologation special.

paste - and the lot. You can be

up and running in a reasonable Capri 2 for just less than a thousand,

although at that kind ofprice, youre B S VL
d more for a 3-itre’

50 much for the lower-powered cars, bu( a very decent 3000GT, E or

(GXL can cost £3200 to £4000.

Verdict

The Capriis a love/hate car...and there's itle point in us trying to
convince those who believe a proper classic needs an upright
chrome grille,lots of wood and leather inside and a five figure
price tag, that they ll ever enjoy a tacky,tinny old Ford coupé.

But these days, as the Seventies becomes a much cooler
decade than it actually was at the time, those on the side of the
Capri far outweigh those who don't appreciate i. Its slightly

ge s all part of the fun now. Itis an icon of its era, with

ometimes it can be a litle tricky in one

1974The MKI Capri the MK2.Slightly arger in

i i igni the MK1 and 2 models running almost the full length of the

[ i d its pretty much imp to find any Capri
it with the 1996cc V4 of the 24 ged toa 1993cc Pinto. tert lthe

1975 The limited edition Capri § based on the 1600GT, debuts,

‘gold trim, gold I

of the horribly underpowered 1300s.

intended, and the fussy bits like the ‘hockey stick'side swathe and

the'Midnight'Capri.Lush...
1977 Time for ullm'\are flamboyant Capri 2, in the form of the

we like the MK2 because of ts price..and, whichever way you look at
it that hatchback is very useful, especially if you've ever tried to

Series X withthe 1

of
, whether its installed in a Mk1

¥ iy
1978 The Capri 2 goes out of production, to make way for the MK3
range.

y
0ra MK, i the 3-itre V6 engine. The Capri s a natural home for the
Essex V6, and it does its job well. Perfect for getting the tail out..in
the right conditions of course.
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THE engines need to be looked after, with regular and professional services, to
give their best, 5o check for evidence of this in the paperwork. They're all pretty
tough units - the V12 in particular - but if they've been abused, it can lead to
very expensive repairs being necessary.

If the usual signs of wear - blue smoke, worrying noises, overheating - aren't
there, then check the oil pressure gauge on the dashboard. If itis showing
something like 40psi at 3000rpm, then all should be okay, although given the
notoriety of E-type clocks to give slightly false readings, it's not a cast-iron
guarantee.

Don't expect any XK engine to be oil-tight. Some of the whole old Jaguar
thing is that you'l never have a spotless driveway again if you ow
you won't actually mind too much. Part of the problem is due to overmlmg i
original dipsticks actually read three pints too much at their maximum point, so
when the engine runs, the overfill makes a break for freedom. However, even if you top the car up properly, small leaks are stillikely. The
main one to worry about though i the rear rope’seal... ifthis i letting oil out badly, then the engine needs to come out!

mentioned overheating previously, but we'll talk about it again because this is a vital point. After your test drive, leave |he ar
idling and listen for the electric fans (o fan - as there is only one on the S1). It should cut in at degrees, and then go off ag:
degrees. Be wary of an electric fan that stays on all the time...because it means that something is wrong with the molmg System xr\d
the car is running very hot.

The Series 3, with its alloy V12, needs regular coolant changes to protect the aluminium head from corroding. You may even be
able to see the head sweating’liquid if things are too far gone inside. A good pointer to the state of the engine internals is to check the
colour of the anti-freeze. Ifit’s a rusty, muddy (o\uur then theressa ot of muck insice

it would be nice to check oil pr , but if one reads 60psi at 3500rpm, it’s a good sign.

Specification Parts prices Fiom Davic Manners
Car 513.8 coupe/roadster 52 4.2 2+2 coupe $3V12 242 coupe Exhau:

Year 1961-64 196870 197174 ~nlr\\e<x ‘Kee\,ﬂ and2  from £365.00
Enginesize  3781cc 6cyl DOHC 4235cc60yIDOHC_ 5343cc V2 v from £34500
BHP/RPM 265@5500 265@5400 272@5850 Timing '"3‘" vi2

Topspeed  150mph 136mph 143mph ulvv;wpvam: nsioner, V12

0-60mph 7.2 secs 74 secs 68 secs Front brake pad set, Series 2 &3 £12.93
Gearbox 4 spdman 4spdman/3spdauto 4spd man/Ispdauto  [RMARSIY

Consumption 18mpg 17mpg 15mpg

Suspension. All models. Front: independent via lower and upper wishbones, torsion bars,

telescopic d: ti-roll bar. Rear: via radis arm, twin [ el

coil over shocks, anti-roll bar. Radiator as~en.uy
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Alegend in its own lifetime, RICHARD GUNN looks at buying the Jaguar that everybody wants, but few are
brave or rich enough to actually get. This may help you with the former...

MOST self-respecting E-types will be on wire wheels...all very
nice to look at, but do check the condition of the splines by
running your fingers over them, feeling for loose ones. And
bear in mind how much of a nightmare it will be to look after
chrome ones and keep them clean.

‘The steering should feel tight and direct, with little play
apparent. I there s, then the likely cause is the Metallstic rack
mounts. Use a good quality replacement, as some cheaper
ones just aren't up to the job.

Power steering isn'ta plus on these cars...in common with
alot of Jaguars, s very light and makes an -type very prone|

the

Bodywork

THE bodywork is the most significant aspect you need to check on

an E-type. As beautiful s the cars look, they are also a nightmare
e ey

afort just skimp on the task and d

Welcome to the world of fllr! A great guide to the general

condition of a car s also to look nder the filer cap - i a car has

been cared for under here (and the paint s the same colour as the

test of the car) then you've probably got quite a good one. Unless

thesellr has lso ead hisricle..

d look at
They shcu\d be lamy um!orm allthe £ avound Any large gaps

to oversteer. The cars feel just right
Vendor permitting (and he should if you're buymg sahion
expensive car) jack up each wheel n tum to check for playin
the wheel bearings and suspension bushes. Grasp diagonally
and try to rock. The rear ones are the most important, as
putting matters right here involves dropping the rear axle
n

ai

‘The front wheels can suffer from play in the lower
and upper wishbones (something else that will show up
from rocking), which can ultimately lead to the suspension
collapsing. However, this should be picked up at an MoT well
before this stage.

If the back squirms when accelerating out of a corner, then
suspect that the axle cage mounts are past their best, follow
up any suspicions by looking for soft or broken mounts after
taking the back wheels off.

should ing panels such
4 thedoors o the bonne ol sua\ghl al the way round.
“Thatsfor restored cars of course...original cars can be forgiven the
odd sign of slippage after 40 years, assuming there are no other
major problems.

The outer bodywork can ot quite easily, un!orluna(e!y, s0 check

the doors, bootld an

bonnet, which isn't something you want to P replace or
realigni). Rust can set in around the seams, and the bonnet should
also open and close easily without you having to struggle. The front
valance i a prime area for inworm, thanks to its exposed location.
Look i the bonnet too, for trouble under the interior boards and
where the spare wheel sts. While coupe tailgates usually last a long
time, boots on the foadster can prove less hardy.

Under the bonnet, look at the tubular frame that the engine and
suspension e mounted . It a st ofsubftame - but not ke

ALTHOUGH practically everything is available for an E-type
inside, prices can be high, especially if you're having to
consider re-doing the leather upholstery. At least there's no
wood to worry about as in other Jags of this era. Check around
the sill for signs of water damage to the trim and carpeting.
If there s some, then un-clip the door panel and look for a
polythene sheet between this and the door frame. This should
stop water getting into the car...and if it’s missing or not fitted
properly,then water willrun in over the sll. Sadly, oo few
cars can have them now. Of course, it Ild also be down to a
leaking hood on a roadster or a leakinc behind the
bulkhead - an engine-out job to fix. The floorplan in general
should be examined all over.

Check the vertical panel behind the rear seats. It's got
trim over it, but give it a good poke to feel for crunchiness,
especially around the bottom end where the inner seals are.
Back up any assessment of this area by looking for rot at the
front of rear wheelarches, too.

from the inside,
them cracking,so examinethem fromvery lse up usinga torch
and one of those handy litle mifrors that dentists are so fond of, to
see the less accessible areas. This frame bolts to the bulkhead and
the mounting points can occasionally suffer pmblems expe(lally
the one under the battery tray which is attacked by i

n 3.8 cars - has
first, and isn't a widely-liked transmission. They can get noisy as
they age and also display a tendency to jump out of gear...and
parts aren't that easy to come by either if a rebuild is necessary.

From the advent of the 4.2 tre, the cars were itted with -
synchromesh Jaguar-built gearboxes, which were altogether much
better and for which parts are more easily available i things go
wrong. Automatic gearboxes - Borg Warners - are pretty robust,
and so long as the unit s moving up and down smoothly, al
should be well..although you could always check the oil to see if
itis  healthy red colour and not burnt brown or smelly.

Clutches will probably feel heavy, but that's just how they are.
Do feel for clutch judder or slippage though, and bear in mind
that replacing the clutch is another engine-out job.

GET underneath to check for structural problems, paying
particular attention to where the radiius arms connect to the
floorplan. Corrosion here s dangerous, and if repairs have been
caried out, they should have been done to a high standard, not
just plated over. To only real solution to rust here s to strip the
body down and then put anything right - not exactly cheap.
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IT s very advisable to check the rear brake discs and pads. These are
inboard and can easily become contaminated by oil from a leaky
tial, resulting in

the rear anchors.

Handbrakes rarely work that well. Often it just poor adjustment
of the complicated linkage, but more of an issue could be worn
handbrake pads. Ifthis s the case, then its something you need to
drop the rear axle for. Not fun at home - or cheap if farmed out.

The car should pull up straight and quickly when out on the
road (although Series 1 cars don't have the best of brakes).If there's
apullto one side, suspect a seized calliper, especialy if the vehicle.
hasn't been used much. Don't be surprised (in fact be very happy)
tofind that an E-type's brakes have been uprated. The price of a
new bonnet can lead this to become a pre-occupation with E-type
owners.

To check the servo unit on 3.8 cars, with the engine running,
press the lever that s on the front of the device under the bonnet. It

Contacts

Cubs
l laguav Enthusiasts Cub 0117 969 8180 or wjecorguk

l JnguarEtype Cub 01584781538 o witypeclubouk
Mo

gozine
W Jaguar World Monthly, Kelsey Publishing 01959 541444
wwwjaguar-world.com

olsts

8 David Manners, West Midlands 0121 544 4040 or www.
davidmanners.couk

W CF Autos, Kent 01322 387929

B SC Parts, West Sussex 01293 847200 or www.scparts co.uk

W M&C Wilkinson Ltd, SmGs 01777818061 or

jaguar-spares-uk.co.
B Classic Motor Cars Ltd, snmpsmmmm 765804
M Marcus Barclay, Bucks 01753 88558:

should will come on. That's f it 9
obviously.

HISTORY

1956 Under the direction of Jaguar chief engineer William Heynes,
 begins work in December on the first E-type
prototype. Dubbed E1A for E-type, 1, Aluminium), the.

01746 755431
W Classic Jaguar Racing Ltd, Sussex 01797 224555
W Flying Cat Engineering, Herts 01767 631731
W West Riding Jaguar, W Yorks 01924 494400
W fullbridge, Essex 01621 852320

Haywood & Scott, Essex 01268 727256
M Classic Touring (rental), Kent 01892 529152

car shows clear D-type influences, but s a larger creation. At the
moment it only has a 2.4 litre XK engine.
1958 A second E-type is completed, e akin to what will
eventually be unveiled by Coventry. This one is known as the Pop-
Rivet Special, thanks toits steel shell being held together by rivets.
1960 A racing version of the E-type — the E2A ~ is completed, and
used to race in Le Mans, driven by Briggs Cunningham
1961 The E-type - in coupe and roadster form - is launched at the
Geneva Mot Showt the general amazemert of s hose who
witness the bith of this extraordinary orts car in the
meral e e e handhng and

the independent d the 38 ltre:
2656hp XK engine capable ofpropeling it up to 150mph. ..o at
least, 50 long as the press cars have been suitably tweaked by Jaguar
first. A litle under that level s more feasible for everyday cars, but
the qualities of the E-type i still amazing for something costing only.
just over £2000.

goes up from 3810 4.2 litres, although
horsepower stays the same. Torque does, however, go up, the
brakes ar ‘and an all synchromesh Jaguar gearbox -
place of the previous, rather ponderous Moss it - sfitted. Inside,
adjustable seats make an appearance.

1966 A eel el b lable - although
the back is best left to small children or adult

Trends

e e S e et

title of the world's sexiest car; no E-type comes cheap.

just varying levels of expense, with the roadster the mus( Tnancilly
ing of allthe car

and the 2425 the cheapest of the bunch. .although don't confuse
‘cheap'with bargain: They're stllpretty pricey cars to purchase. The
biggest money goes on the earler cars, too...if you want a pure
E-type, with cowled headlamps, it will cost you quite a bit more than
one without these.
An Etype s one o those lsscs thats - amost - an
its
Therewil a»ways be a demand for these cars, and it never ikely.
t0.go away. The E-type price trend has more or less always been
upwards, and it's only likely to continue that way, despite some of
P i

‘There's usually a good reason.

Verdict

Whichever model you choose is going to be an utterly exhilarating
classic. Even if you get a complete wreck and just have it on your

s
This family'E-type also has the option of an automatic gearbox, to
help boost US sales.

1967 New American regulations start to rob the E-type of some of
its beauty, with the headlamp cowls being removed to allow better
lighting. These cars retrospectively become dubbed Series 1%
versions.

1968 The Series 2 E-type has raised, one-piece

argensin and make

than a lot of other, fuuy They're that sort of
car...they look like they e (vavelhng & £ 100mph averwhen theyie
standing st

o212 the chennescere latineo s ot el ol
clubs, but if you've really got your eavnelonan[(ype (henycull

bi
front air intake, larger indicators (now below the bumper instead of
above backlights. And

still incowled..

1971 The Series 3 E-type has

own, very set ideas
50 our best ecommendation s simply to buy the best examp!e
you can - look for great bodywork and, i the case of the 53 cars,

a healthy V12 engine too. Otherwise your big cat dream wil all too

the
form ofa Jaguars new\12 engme of 272bhp. This results in an even
air inta i
¢ something of a middle age spveed In order to accommodate

heftier engine, the 2:+2 chassis is used, with only the roadster e
S I S
transmission o

1974 The final£-types ol of the production lneat Browns Lane,
with the fast car completed in September. The lat 50 cars are

p y financial nightmare instead.

Insurance quote
Foran £11,000 1968 Jaguar E-type S1% 2+2 based in Peterborough
W Fully comp, £100 excess: £448 for 29 year old, two years'NCB, clean license,
10,000 miles, only car, kept on drive, club member.
-

finished in black - except for
dashboard plaque ith Willam Lyors signature on i, Replacerne

4 full NCB, clean license, 3,000

lessecond car, garaged, club member
i m

for the E-type is the XJ-5, which,
areplacement atall
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A COMPREHENSIVE SELECTION OF ALL
PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR MAZDA MX5 CARS.

SERVICE ITEMS. SUSPENSION. LIGHTING,
[GNITION, ENGINE. WHEELS. PERFORMANCE
IMPROVEMENTS. INTERIOR/EXTERIOR FITTINGS

PLEASE FEEL FREE T0 BROWSE OUR WEB SITE
ORASK FOR A FULL CATALOGUE LISTING OF
PARTS.

TeL: 012154455 95 Fax: D121 544 43 40
WWW.SFTMXSPARTS.CO. UK

Davip Illjmaens Lo
e “"“éw\\\’ b
(s =
SFT MX5 Parts

is part of the

David Manners Ltd
Parts 4 Cars Group

Parts 4
Jaguar
Daimler

MG

Triumph
Morris Minor
& Mini

Cars

Supplying thousands of
parts worldwide

Tel : 0121 544 40 40
www.davidmanners.co.uk



Avawlable from launch with a 4.0-litre, 32-valve V8 engine, this unit was a deparmve from
ooth straight sixes used by its predecessor. The supercharged ver

intoduced two years \aler is even more sporting, with an engme note mau

Y hine. The sup: d on these
V8s s pretty basic but el enginecred and we've yet to hear of one ek, One issue o
be concerned with s the upper timing chain tensioners - comprising a small plastic
retainer, they can occasionally break leaving the chain running unsupported, which could
very quiclyrestn t sipping a tooth and, n the worst case scenario,break and

the engine.

hroughout the s (ones for th ater 42 V8 engine are best),
and most Jaguar specialsts change them as a e of course before selhng onan XK butits worth askmg the question nonetheless.
Water pump plastic been know leaving the er , something that won't work very
wellfor long with an XK8. Later, 4.2 V8 style ater pumps can be fitted to s Fmally. anissue thats been bumlng in the Jaguar
press for years - Nikasil-ined engines. This low frction material is supposed to replace piston liners and produce a ighter engine with
better power. But around the early to mid Nineties our petrol contained more sulphur than it does now, an ingredient that seemed to enjoy
eating Nikasil for lunch. Couple this to the V8’ tendency to run extremely rich when cold (sometimes too rich) and for those owners who
merely poodled a couple of miles to the golf club and back would have been, unbeknown to them, slowly destroying this cylinder lining,
ultimately leading to the engine’s loss of compression. A brand new replacement engine was at one point the only option but specialists
are slowly sourcing good secondhand units or in some cases rebuilding the old unit with a sleeved block etc. It appears that any V8 built
from summer 2000 is completely in the clear but that does not mean that early ones should be shunned. Isist on a blow-by compression
test, or ask when/if the engine has ever been changed. There's a green tag down the back of the engine near the bulkhead that denotes a
replacement, and there's nothing to worry about i it has been changed. Finally, a conditioning condensers can pack up and, on early cars,
this can prove a lttle pricey. The condenser's design was changed from 2000 model year, and the original version is no longer available.
‘This means replacing it with a newer unit, which therefore also requires additional pipework. The billfor ths is a chilling £1,000.On the
whole, these engines have been known to be very sturdy with the correct maintenance, so a service history is essential; we know of one
example that's passed 200,000 miles and s still going strong on its original engine.

Specification

Car 4.

Year 1996-2002 1998-2002 2002-2005 2002-2005

Engine size 3996cc, DOHC 3996cc, DOHC. 4196, DOHC 4196, DOHC
BHP/RPM 290@6100rpm 370@6150 300@6000 400@6100

Top speed 155mph (Itd) 155mph (Itd) 155mph (Itd) 155mph (Itd)
Gearbox five-speed auto five-speed auto six-speed auto six-speed auto
Consumption 24.1mpg 22.5mpg 249mpg 22.9mpg
Suspensior i cross beam,

o) i leles&cp\c dampers and anti-oll bar
Rear: Fullindependent link: tric coilsprings,
dampers and anti-roll bar
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It's barely reached its tenth birthday and yet there’s no doubt that Jaguar’s XK8 has already developed a
following fitting for a classic car, with growing club representation and specialists who look after them.
PHIL WEEDEN shows what to look for when buying one of these emerging icons

Wheels

The XK8 came on standard 17in
rims, while the XKR sported 18in
alloys. However, a vast majority
were upgraded, with most
normally aspirated cars upping
1o 18in rims (the car looks much

20in diameter. Al are enen susceptible to kevbmg sotakea c\oser
Iool for a refurb al-toun

180 per corner). The ;landa-d fitPiel yres produce plenty olgnp
and seem hard wearing enough, but they do generate quite a bit
of road noise and these XK8s are known to tramline on motorways.
They're also expensive to replace - between £150-200 per comer.

Brakes

This s a car that tips the scales at around 1700kg (3700lbs to
you and I s01f an XK8's been driven hard, its probably had to
brake hard as well on occasion. Consequently these sporting
Jaguars can eat brake pads. Pedal feel s always progressive
rather than sharp but they should pull the car up nice and
square with no vibrations or loss of fade. A lot of people
upgrade the brakes. Brembo was the favoured make direct from
the factory but the likes of AP Performance and Hi-Spec are also
worth considering. If there is one upgrade we'd recommend on
the XK8, it would be the brakes.

‘The XK8 came with only one transmission, a dual mode ZF
automaticbox - five speeds up to 2003MY, six-speeds beyond
that. The early box was subject to a couple of recalls regarding it
losing forward gears and one, rather worringly, where it appeared
that there was a danger the car could lurch into reverse! This
recall was preventative, as there were no cases of this actually

ning, we believe. Check that the gearchange is smooth, that
Kickd should be
when Sport mode is selected) and that reverse engages smoothly
and swiftly. Any disconcerting clonking or smell of gearbox
oil should be treated with concern. On supercharged models,
transmission fluid has been known to leak through an O-seal in
the side of box, 5o when nosing around underneath be sure to
check for any signs of luid escaping.

Bodywork

Whille the XK resists rust far better than the XJ-S ever did, there

are now a few cases of floorpans requiring replacement sections.
There's a double-skinned section up by the footwell, which traps
water and ultimately starts to corrode. It relatively minor and
easy to repair, but its worth keeping an eye out o it. One area
thatisn't affected by rust butis by stone chips is that exposed
nose cone. Some specialists we know of have this resprayed
before sale. Keep a lookout for any dodgy accident damage. Check
colour match on the bodywork, see if all the glass i original,

“The rear suspension is derived from the X300-style XJ saloon,
while the front was an all-new setup for Jaguar with self
contained spring/damper assemblies. Typical to the marque,
though, the trouble often boils down to the amount of rubber
used beneath to give it the supple ride these cars are renowned
for. Aframe bushes at the back, lower shock absorber mounts,
front wishbone bushes and balljoints are areas that are
susceptible to wear and tear. They dry and perish over time
and the ride and handling therefore subtly diminishes. Parts
are easily available and therefore replacing all of this s not too
tricky nor expensive, but make it part of your inspection and
budget for any replacement. Il be worth it, as it will transform
the driving experience from a wallowly old barge to the much
tauter, sporting GT it was always meant to be. Finally, front
wheel bearings can wear out from as low as 40,000 miles
They're not that hard to replace but a special tool is required.

assess. and run your eye down those curvy
flanks to lool
worth lookmg for wh:le yc\!ve inspecting i the door g\ass Its
meant to drop as you open the door and then side up again when
you close it however, sometimes the second half of this function
fails and you have the amusing scenario of being able of open the
window just by opening and closing the door a few times.

Interior

Despite externally being
alarge car, the

is rather cosy inside,
with hardly any space
for back passengers
despite there being a
provision for them. The
interiors are a simple
d

choices

Parts prices

bearings
Front brake disc

Timing chain tensioner

Timing chain

Wishbone bushes
Shock absorbers (n

K&N Filter element

 burr walnut, gy maple and elm depending
on model, while some had split wood/leather steering wheels,

to0. Aluminium packs comprising of trim for the gauges, J-gait
d frermarket

providers pretty much from when the car was new and available
from the factory from 2003MY. The three centre auxiliary gauges
are replaced by a satelite navigation system when specified.
Generally the interior wears well and the gadgets inside are pretty
reliable. Sometimes the digital display in the centre console can
give up the ghost, you might get erroneous warnings up on the

’s di in the speedo, whil
locking can be temperamental. The front seats were made more
substantial from 2001MY and are infinitely more comfortable than
the early versions.
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Contacts
Clobs
. ub, 650117 (s

B Jaguar Dvers Club,
" Tub, ek 01474 354

Magazne
[]

(pars) tek 0121 544 4040,
0133226582

Spodilsts

il ag seice) 0208665 2099
01442833311,

Tel. 01494 681363 wwwparamount: performance.com
WSNG Barratt (part), tek: 01746 765432
M Kings Road Garage (sales/servce) tel: 01442 863851

W paramount performance.com

1 Paragon Design UK Ld (upgrades) tek 01603 279027,
designukcom

W Clasic Additons Tel 01938 561717 www classicadditons couk

HISTORY

198

Hi Riding Jag Lt (service), 01924 494400
W Marcus Barday el 01753 885582 wwwimarcusbrciay.co.uk

B gk el 01353667147 vnwjogueicouk
d Tel 01733 349042

B The Jag Centre Tel 01603 893838 wwwthejagcentrecouk

W DorsetJag Centre Tel 01258 858541 wwwdorsetjagcentrecouk

B Vst iding Jaguar Tel01924 494400

Market Trends

Now it out of production, the XK/R s passing into that phase where
pri i

frer
n 1979),test mules of X1 are available for management to drive. The

ger [ has a0 gaited
. Ford

not desirable enough.

project gets underway, dubbed X100.

pe ut last of the fine: Piceswil

with XK that hve been taded o theall new madel But o
1S before it

tofh r.m

prices ae still ke 50 you ca aford to b ulrachoosy.

o P Driving
Show in March. The convertible is unveiled a month later at the New York The XK8 and XKR are no Porsche chasers, so do not expect a hard,
Auto Show. Further details are revealed throughout the summer with the- i
g il hustle long
. five-speed ZF koot
‘model in two bodystyles is available from launch. Il d
IDS!' of the 4.0-litre liant ride reproach.
Jaguars Thisis
(Ars ‘adaptive damping system as standard. (onuemb\essuﬁerhom scu«le shake,sowe| plelev the coupe for me
L gm nel
T ers mic o saden staytha ceanfor long with perpetual exploring o he n e hmws.
2000:T0 mark ondard
is ) Pz rkin aspirated was Jaguar’s CATS active damping, which firmed up the
C ted brak suspension at speed. Some people find this makes the ride too firm;
nd in the year, the 2001 ¥ oo firm for a Jaguar at any rate. Another factor which influences that
led, i i legendary ‘magic carpet ride’ fitting larger wheels. The XK's high ride.
height means that many people opt for lowered suspension and bigger,
fog lights wheel 19- or 20-inch alloys, which affect the ride noticeably. It still a great
designs are also available. carto drive, though - a brilliant boulevard posemobile, or stylsh cross-
1 William pa
Lyons, the XKR 100 is unveiled. In Anthracite paint work and wearing =
Verdict
4
o Adaguar
2002: feat on! i de is still
anewa. ume V8 engine znd B speed automatic gearbox. The normally truly desirabl wly - and
p ohp (p picky There's a wealth
Rt ook ? § i
te trim and lla fl ""9 N

alloy wheel choices are now available.

ones. Choose a 2001MY on for the better cars,convertibles obviously

and side faring.

Ush the XK\icory Limitededltio s aunched Stteside, This anshes

b i

AT a5 ar XHR 100, Slverstoine o S ot e

Insurance quote

Fora £12,000 1996 XKB 4.0 coupe, no modifications, based in
rborough
B * ully comp,£100 excess:£1039 for 2 29-year-old,two years NCB, lean
Ticence, 10,000 miles only car kept on drive club member

Xs. 3
produced, making it the most successful Jaguar sports car ofal time.
2006+ The all-new aluminium XK goes on sale
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™S Invit:
’\'\\;&ww.jec.org.uk m: ¢

friend
4 to join

THE JAGUAR ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB

CATERS FOR ALL JAGUARS - CLASSIC & MODERN
Shows & Events
Tours & Runs
Car Insurance
& Vehicle Warranty

Look at all the services available

to members of the sem i narS

Jaguar Enthusiasts’ Club.
Something to interest everyone

The one-stop organisation for Technical Advice

anyone with an interest in Jaguars

sLus e muarawinning, 1260 | G AN INSPECtiONS

] Jaguar Enthusiast
magazine, FREE

weymonn. | GiftS/TOOIS & Parts
The LARGEST H
Travel Services
and the
Post to (BS-6705) Patchway, Bristol. BS34 8PA or Tel: 0117 969 8186/Fax: 0117 979 1863

Jaguar Club
Racing/Track oas
LOWEST
email: jechq@btopenworld.co.uk or visit the wel www.jec.org.uk

with the BEST|
subscription Local Meetlngs

facilities
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JAGUAR XK150

By the time the 150 came along, the XK range had grown up - matured, even -
into more of a GT car than an out-and-out sports car. But never mind, because
these are stillthoroughly entertaining and enjoyable cars to bask around in,
evenif they are a lttle on the heavy side. Theres stilla
big element of chuckability to them, coupled with the
slightly tail happy characteristic that give just a touch
of uncertainty on fast corners or in wet weather. But
that's all part of the fun in a way...just the sense
of unpredictability. Whatis predictable though
is how they behave in a straight line. With that
classic 38litre warhorse tucked away beneath
the bonnet, the power and torque is considerable,
50 0ne of these will till be capable of surprising and
embarrassing many a newer, supposedly sportier car,
while also being perfectly at home burbling around
town at a sedate manner. Whatever your velocity
though, one thing you can be sure of is that, thanks to
he all-round disc brakes, an XK150 will have tremendous
stopping capabilites to help keep you out of trouble!

The engine is the XK of course, but it does come in varying levels of intensity. There's the standard 3.4, the
°S'Version with a few nips and tweaks, the Special Equipment model with a lightened flywheel and cylinder
head changes, and then it moves up to the 3.8, in standard and 'S'specification. But basically, most
potential maladies are applicable to all the engine t
On these big-engined cars, overheating can be a problem, so monitor that needle on any test drive. One
reason for this could be rusty core plugs, something these cars can be afflicted by quite easily. So look for
rust streaks around them in the engine bay or, f the trouble is really quite bad, actual weeping. On some
cars you'l view, you may find an electric fan has been fitted. It actually quite a sensible modification - so
long as it has been done properly, and isn't being used to simply mass inherent emperatre problems
Because these cars are 50 low to the ground, th 9
willsap power a5 well as e very noiy. f you hear a whistl though, s  eaking maniod. 5o long as
you'te not hearing the dynamo or water pump complaining of lack of lubrication. The water pump is quite
atricky one to change.
Ifyou hear some tappet noise, great.If you hear a lot of tappet noise, not so g but be wary of no noise
atall,as itimplies there's val

3 timing chains ar quite common, bt t I coming from the bottom chaln, then be prepared o havethis done soon, Othervise
the tensioner block can drop out, allowing the chain to come off, and resultin a major engine rebuild.
Amisfiring engine may be simpler than you think - because of its position in the engine, the distributor cap can come off,and it not easy
to reach and put back on. Have a look...just in case. A potential cause of an uneven tickover is more likely to be badly adjusted carbs - they
can be difficult to balance - or worn spindles, which cost a lot to replace.
Don't expect any XK engine to be oil tight. It won't be, and in a way, that's ll part of the
charm. Solong as s not gushing out and of pressure is around 45psi at 7omph,then al s

| Rear crankshaft oil (which will make the clutch prices from David Manners and include VAT

take up less than smooth) and to putit nghl means taking the engine out. Brake ser ditioned,
Front brake pad set,

Specification

car JaguarXK1503.4  JaguarXKis03.4s  JaguarxKiso3ss  [RCUCELI

Year 1957-1960 19581960 1959-1960 el fasoongiani
Engine size 3442cc 60yl DOHC 3442cc 6-cyl DOHC s7eccooinon [N
BHP/RPM 19085500 25005500 265@5500 i ::“‘:":::'S"” !

Top speed 121mph 132mph 136mph Top bl i

0-60mph 95secs 89secs 76secs e

Gearbox All models:4-speed manual plus overdrive Tt

Consumption  205mpg 17mpg 13mpg i ront shock absorber,
Suspension: Al s, wishbones, anti-rollbar,

70 CCW BUYER'S GUIDE



Ultimate expression of the Jaguar XK sportscar theme was the XK150 of 1957 to 1960.
RICHARD GUNN looks at buying the most sophisticated member of a legendary bunch.

The Moss manual gearbox isn't the best-loved of Jaguar items, but

its tough enough However ou should expect red sw(hmmesh
11~ as well

Whining lrom first and reverse is quite normeal,but if the qearbox

is ighout the gears,

way out.

Overdrive problems are usually just o starvation or the electrical

solenoid playing up. It's usuallythe fatter, and it not dificult or

expensive to replace if necessary.

Suspension/steering

Because the 150 was a heavier car than previous XK
incamations, the rear springs can sag or even break. There is a
way of checking that the ride height is as it should be, assuming
the carstil has it original 17-inch wheels on, and not the
16-inch ones that are a popular fitting because their radial tyres
are cheaper. Anyway, you should be able to get two fingers in
between the tyres and the rear wheelarches. Anything less, and
things are going a bit floppy underneath.

Other things to look out for include worn Metalastik bushes -
listen for clonks from the front end. Worn balljoints also make
similar noises. Front wishbone bushes also go in time, and are
hard work to replace.

Sloppy steering can be down to worn steering rack rubber
‘mountings - you can try waggling each track rod end to see if
the bushes at either end are slack. Alternatively, if you've got a
friend handy, have him waggle the steering wheel, while you
look at the rack and see if any of the wheel movement is getting
lost.

If you hear a clonk from the rear, then expect loose shackles or
U-bolts securing the springs.

Hub splines on the wire wheels can wear, likely to be more at
the front than at the rear. Check by hand, and also lft off the
throttle at about 30mph, then quickly apply power again. If
there’s a clonk from a relevant area, then expect allis not well
The security of the splines is quite important, as if they are too
worn, the wheel can fall off under heavy braking. Which isn't a
nice thing to happen.

After the hubs, check the spokes by tapping them with a
screwdriver. Y, it wil take a long time to do all the wheels, but
it worth it, as a dull thud means looseness.

There's a mixture of materials on these cars:steel, aluminium

(bonnet and bootlc) and even plywood (front floor). Obviously,
vt rust, but

meets steel, forsigns of the metal goi

powdery.

Before going in close, step away from the car to see that
everything is hanging together as it should. The bottom of the
wings and the doors should like up wel, and the top curve of the
sides should be elegant and smooth too. A restored car where
hista the csepolnt o e ob ot done 2 el 2k coukd
have been, or even subsequent accident dam:

Now it ime 10 o nand ook for s, Srt reund the batery
boxes - there s one in each wing, These get attacked by battery
acid and can get seriously corroded as a result. Turn the wheel
on fulllock each way 50 you can really have a good nose around
undemeath.

Because thedoors are heavy and the hinges ot tha strong,
check for y
front wings. Rotten

A-posts can add to this - they tend to start rusting at the
bottom, and then gradually start to disappear up towards the top.
Alotof fft at the hinge will indicate this.

B-posts too join their A-post counterparts by starting to go
crinkly from the bottom upwards, but there s atleast a cover
panel that allows you to look for any problems. Oh, and doors.
Those things in between. The bottom four inches can start to go
rusty, and frames can suffer problems on earlier XK150s that had
wood at the top.

Rear wings where they attach to the B-posts can go nasty, and
tinworm can also strike where they meet with the rear tub.

Suffice to say, ils should be thoroughly checked out, as should
the neighbouring floorpan, the bt that is teel, not wood of
course. The metal section is under the seats.

A basic s these cars are compared to other, bigger Jaguars, with
all the leather they will costalot to re essary.
Upwards of £3500 s a realistc figure for a good job on a fixed-
head coupe. The leather can get damaged by objects in people’s
pockets, and because the dash has leather on it oo, this can end
up looking altle scruffy after a number of years. But there are

Disc brakes on all four wheels was quite a radical innovation on
a car of this era, especially with servo assistance too. It means
that the XK150 should be very, very good at stopping. I it isn't,
then things need to be investigated. One possible suspect

is the air filter for the servo (above the battery in the front
wing), which can get clogged up. Cleaning it can do wonders
sometimes, The ca diving off o one side though, when the
thanks to

e srandmg otha fiing nothksg o oo e

The caliper on the rear discs that is controlled by the handbrake

it reatatall B prepred for some batleswith the Mor
adjustment. Try the

by st to 308 how much o a 109G Yoo going to e

come test time.

swanny, then you can buy almost anything new for one of these
cars.
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The chassis are strong enough, thanks to them being based on
the Mk V/VIl frame. However, there are some weak points. The
anti-roll bar mountings at the front go, as do the rails behind
the rear axle. You might be abl to see any trouble without
even getting under the car - look for twisted bodywork from
the front and bank, sure sign of a frame that isn't nearly as

Contacts

obs

8 Jaguar Drivers Club,Jaguar House, 18 Stuart tret, Luton, Bedforcshire, LU 25L.
Tel:01582 419332 or wwwjaguardrivercouk

8 Jaguar Enthusiass Club, Abbeywood Offce Park, Emma Chis Way Fiton, Brstol,
B34 7)U.Tel:01179 698186 or wwwjecorg k.

tough as it once was. Spdlsts
Gy Boad, Coventry
B SNG Baratt,Shrops Tl: 01746 765432 or wwwsngbarat com
Miclnds Tek:0121

HISTORY

1948 1ts the dawn of a new era at the London Motor Show, with the
Taunch of an astounding new car. But enough of the Morris Minor,for
the Earl's Court venue also sees the debut of Jaguar’s 120mph-capable

W Flying CatEngineering, Cambs. Tek: 01767 631731
Berks

W Worcester Cl
8 Rectory Racing Classcs Surrey. Tek:01737 643027

Origi
e engine, suchis (he interest in the sexy, sleek

sk

new Roadster, that the decision is made to p
1954 The XK120 is updated into the XK140, almuugh unlike the
120mph the AR capable of, the new XK m‘x actually
iomph. The look uch the same
althoughthere is more room for both passengers and mggage
1957 s ime for me SHED i e BT Lt

W Classic Touring,Ke
ne Hants
K Coventr
e Cam

M Leaping Cats, Coventry. Tel:02476 313139
M VSE:The Jaguar Engine Specialit Powys. el 01597 840308 or
whwse-engineering com

fixed-
e . The desi ore Magine
obvious than he previ  witha " ent
of something fresh gomg Km Undev IhE skin (hu\lgh amev(hangex
Market Trends

the XK150 can stop yums well asitgoes.
1958 A joins the team, and y popular abroad, The Seqtes it el
especially in places with much lessran than Britain. It quite a bl = R

imitive machine, but sl bonus i hatt comes 'S trim — which 4 2

eans a read, tripl lightened s

flywheel and new mamfwlds
1959'S'specification becomes available to the whole range, meaning
that power now hovers around the 250bhp mark. However, that isn
impressve forong, when the Xk engine enarged to 3tres and

parting with at least half of that 50-grand. The entry cost is cheaper
if you go fora basket case, but do you really fancy spending around
£10,000 for something in a real state that might not be able to do

3 5 3 . 5

sorry for tself?

e e i
changesand cosmetially the bumper overders a he backare

'S'specification
Forthe

power can
itor ot

together and the rear lamp cl
1960 The XK line comes to an end, to be superseded by the E-type.
Jaguar. Well, if you have to replace a great car, you might as well do
it wit
havebeen bl overall withthe grand XK otal hemg 30,504,

be t
tillonce you have got a good XK,so long as you look after it there

year
G e Tpae e e atleast
h

e e e

Verdict

1f you've got the money to buy one of these cars i the frst place, and
enough to look after it while you are its custodian,then it dificut not
thesecars
t0.an E-type, less oby in the eyes of beautiful
ook a, f not more s0.The o represents the ultimate expression of the
XK sportscar line, with many improvements carried out that make it nicer
o rive,easier on the occupants and certainly better-performing. Most
for,so find

ype y hat much of a tricky
Insurance quote proposition.
Fora £22,000 1958 based i s But that's just
Peterborough

W Fullycomp, £100 excess:£519.00 for a 29-year ol two years NGB,
lsncence, 10000mdes ol ca kepton ey b member
 Fuly
3000 milessecond car garaged, lub member
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aesthetics, and most peaple wont be satisied with an early Jaguar
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» Various Annual Mileage Options

« Includes Ful Cover
throughout Europe

* Free Breakdown & Recovery
within UK & Europe

« Cover Available for NI Residents

 Multi-Vehicle Discounts

Tel: 01621 840400
or Tel: 01376 574046
The Farriers, Bull Lane
Maldon, Essex CM9 4QB

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd

GET YOURFILL!

THE NEW PETER BEST WEBSITE
www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

« Discounts for Club Membership

« Free Agreed Value

« Laid-Up Cover

« No Excess on windscreen/glass
repair or replacement

« Free Glass Etching

+ Salvage Retention Option

Autharised and Regulated by the FinancialServices Authority

« Immediate Cover if paid by
Credit/Debit Card

* Household Scheme available with
Car Parts/Accessories Cover with
210% Discount for Existing
Policyholders

 Friendly, Polite & Personal Service

Drverage estrictions apply. Terms and conditons 2ply.

19485

PETER BEST INSURANCE



Buyer's Datafile: Jaguar S-type/420

THE Jaguar S-type/420 took the finer parts from s siblings, such s independent rear suspension donated by the Mk X and
the legendary six-cylinder twin cam engine from the Mk2, but for some reason it never got the same crecit. ADAM TAIT
tells us what to look for and why you should buy one

JGUAR was on a rllin the Sixties, with _a few years ater.Using the S-type as a base the  Sovereign and subtly changed exteror features
i ion of the Mic in favour of a 4.2, d i furth;
o and larger thanlife Mk X. So whatwas it the interior was spruced enhancing the 4205 luxuri
i i i And by October 1966 Britain had Ifyou are put off by the larger than lfe Mk X

a the sprawling MKX,  and prefer the Mk2’s more elegant front end, opt
in an automotive food blender, waited until  the 420.Visualy it was ashrunken version that  for an Sype. Alternatvelyfor those that yearn
pember i had the look: inasi d for i
flavour - the S-type. P buy the 420.n the meanime
Given this car's 0 wed recommend reading this guide because it

e e e s e e e T e

Isita classic? e
fedbya
J W JaguarWord Monthy - 01959 541444
know it the Stype/20 does everythin Ttuati g ivloon
e 09 et tofind somebodyfalige The parts situation
What should | pay?
on isplay when at the wheel fidee P
Toback upitscassc staus s the s e o D TR e
the U doesn't
pa 38 modl
guar hasnt outan Jaguar specilst W
Jackthe i
carupand yand rock he earwhesl,  itcosts tokeepa 38 Stypeinheaty  bargoin.Our siste e, Jaguar World
What's out there? ifthe omber angle changes then ts conditon: Monthy hasa ot free 38 e Brtish
replacement time. Racing Green example tha needs
E Oilfiter £400 fishingfor jus £1500. Above thatis
tands ih £525 amint, 42,000 fom new, 420 Daimer
automaticthe 42ire 420 and Daimler ooyt brackets for awetsubstance. el fiter 5700 Soverign.The asking price? £4995.
is fear ) 1930
thefueltanks. Rear spring 2000
‘f":"';“:'""” ““ﬁf_‘,f,“;‘" "‘“;’*:“ ‘accumulate over four years,which will ust  Front spring o500 Should | buy one?
an the more soughtafter Sype S01oM e i nside outso make sure they get  Brake discset £5000
T ined out. Bake pad et £5900  GUNforthe manual 38 S-ypeina
00 miesond o el Iuxuriousshade ke dark blueor the
pipe using an e o cheaper 420.1t may not be a Mk2
Whatto look for? Checkthejackig poins il front anditisn trying o be either The
0 cross memberand Y-mounton therear  PARTS Stype/420offers more room and
W Ken ek
expectyour new purchase obe rouble i frosien b the o ook o Con e Mor. o .
e et oty o doosand e achesforrustor 0162964000 ) and colapsile chairs o tsperfect for
this age that hasn't been drystored and
h 24 fter i d
Stypeld20 suffers from sagging " h
suspension petol tanks that rbblefuel, eh i) o]

dasst

later carsas part of a waletclenching W VestRiding Jguar- 01924 45400 Granny and RBH 262E,an S-type.on”
cwes steels? s hard not to be a fan of that

engine il b timing chains the bottom B JeomDree:
s controlled by hydrauiics and increased
wear can lead to the adjustereting go.
While youre down there crawl underneath
and e f the front crank sealsleaking,
this could be anumber o things such as
blocked breather pipe or wom main
earings Be ary ofnoisy tappets it could
case of poor valve clearance|

Beere Racing willkeep them in place unil
the times found torepar th
2t :Ensure the Borg Warner
auto doesn'tsnatch from pull
away and each gear can be selected with
easeln the manual.A reluctant shit hints
atawom synchromesh.

MODELS
VEHICLE PRICE

34-ITRE STYPE £1669NEW

38LITRESTYPE S175BNEW

420 SALOON £1930NEW

DAIMLERSOVEREIGN  £2121NEW 19661969 5624 PRODUCED i “
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LOTUS ELISE SERIES 1

Ah yes, the Rover K-series engine. Legendary for its cooling abilities, or rather lack of them, and not, perhaps, ideally suited to a mid-
engined car where air flow can be impeded. The big problem s, of course, a blown head gasket, but faulty header tank caps, worn-out
radiators, air in the system, non-functioning fans, incorrect temperature readings can all cause the driver to get hot under the collar as well
asthe car.If the car you're contemplating does seem to be running warm, then it's vital that you investigate further. Overheating can easily
prove deadly to the engine.

Back to those head gaskets, make sure you look for signs of water in the oil and vice versa, plus white smoke from the exhaust. Misfires and
other smoke can be caused by the plastic intake manifolds leaking coolant from the o-rings (often mistaken for head gasket problems as
the symptoms are the same), or cracked cylinders liners caused by constant over-revving, Either way, this is not the car for you, go and look
elsewhere.

Ol leaks can strike between the gearbox and the engine, thanks to failed crankshaft sealing rings. Cam belts should be changed every
54,000 miles or six years, but most experts advise doing this before that limit is reached, especially if an Elise has been enjoyed properly'in
the past. Check service history to see when the cam belt was last changed on the example youre looking at.

Throttles can sometimes stick open a tad between 2000 and 3000rpm, thanks to muck
building up within the butterfly"or the body of the throttl itself becoming a lttle distorted -
thanks to heat or the clip that holds the induction pipe on being replaced with a overtight
jubilee clip as a result of a cone air filter being fitted. However, the ECU can also cause similar
problems, although check out the mechanical faults first before blaming the expensive
electronics. It can make a handy bargaining point though

Fuel injection pump fuses on the older cars are only rated to 10amps (changed to 20amps for
post 1998 cars). Ifthis fuse blows - which it can do quite easily on pre-98 models - it will
disable the car. Not so much something you need to know when buying, but handy to know
50 you can pop into a local motor factors before you drive home after buying an Elise.

Parts prices

Al prices from Paul Matty Sportscars and
include VAT

Front clamshellincluding

headlamp bezels, £116645
Engine cover assembly,alloy,

Door beam/hinge,

Front bonnet release cable,
Engine cover release cal

Specification alljoint top and bottom,
Lotus original shock absorbe

car Elise Elise 135 Sport 340R/Exige Head gaske

Year 19952000 998-2000 2000 Gasket,inlet m

Engine size All Models: 1796cc 4-cyl DOHC Oil pump assembly,

BHP/RPM 1 1 1 Timing belt, to Oct

Top speed 126mph 129mph 136mph Steering rack,

0-60mph 58secs 5dsecs 44secs

Gearbox: All models: ive-speed manual

Consumption  398mpg 409mpg 409mpg

i 0 springs over
I uprights, anti-rol bar.
springs 3 orts exhaust system,
Lotus-patented extruded aluminium uprights, toe link stainless st
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The original Elise was a fast and frantic small sportscar harkening back to Lotus'fun and fancy free days of the
Sixties. RICHARD GUNN delves into what's involved in buying one of these true driver’s cars

1t fair to say that Lotus knows a thing or two about making
cars handile. It had a bit of practice over the years, with legends
like the Elan, the Esprit and the Seven. The Elise fits in with such
illustrious entries in the Hethel canon without hesitation - itis a
car that combines allthe best traditions of Lotus with modern,
innovative advances in automotive engineering to create a pure
driver's machine.

In these days of compromise, the Elise is something that simply
doesn't make many concessions. That's clear from the moment
you get inside the stripped-out, aluminium-trimmed interior,
where even the radio and switches look like begrudging
afterthoughts. It's all very Spartan, so if youre looking for luxury,
ook elsewhere. If you're looking for performance though, just
turn the key.

d t

[2
more crucial, though, which should show p as bad panel fit. So look at
the spaces, paying close attention to the doors and the clamshells'front
and rear. Ao keep an eye out for poorly matched or rough paintwork,
hmh S\gns o ocalsedand ot very goad reis Anyting obviously

el gl Caion ey
aretricky,
it casi Neeless 53,5 th chass s o crucl 0 thse cars,

you suspect problems,i's best to walk away and go and look at another

ar.
The fronts of these cars are very prone to stonechips. Driving lights in

It's from hevemauhe«echna\cgyplaysapan making this car el i signs of »
almost as light as a feather. The Elise isn't pr ly Door dng but,frankly, it

with power, out that doesnt matte Ina cor this insubstantial bvious t i I!yauapen\hedoorandl\
The K- in VWC form - is enthusiasti

and more than capable of pushing the Else at an extreme rate
of knots towards the horizon - the acceleration islttle short of
breathtaking in a car this compact. Few things are faster to 60,
even now. But even better thoughis the way the Lotus treats
comers. With no power assistance or dnver aids the lses

almost drops off ther, st us s nta good
Undemeath the cars atray that helps pmle(l the flontand ear. Ths
e roads or
speed 140mm off the ground),so check it
integrity an that s bolts ar sl stong,
Actualythereis one pointon an Else thatdoes ust uie wel.

incredibly agile, with a that

P tem, i fitted. It only

feels almost magnetically attached to o et T
is almost totally bereft of understeer or oversteer, the Elise
simply goes wherever you point it, however fierce the bend
and at a speed far in advance of many of its rvals. It's a total
revelation to drive. Who says that being a lightweight is a bad
thing?

Interior

Theall-
aluminium
interiors are

that most Elise

owners just learn

tolive with. But

squeaking or

sticking pedals

can,and should

be, resolver

Don'tignore them. Spray the joints with WD40 or equivalent,
I

and time than if youd just got the lubricating aerosol out.

On the electrical side, window winders are very prone to failure
or going out of alignment, and expensive to put right f done by
a specialist, as the task s quite involved. Be wary of cars where

reluctant. In rare cases, the
Stackinstrument panel can fail, and will be pricey to rectify.

On earlier cars,the hoods can leak through the seals at the front
- something more likely if the frame has been used as a support
for people getting in and out. Lok for signs of water ingress here
and seef the seals have been tor. Up to VIN 3332, the side rails
were prone to wear as well, 50 look to see if this area is a tight fi

Boot and bonnet releases can be stubborn if they haven't been
greased, and ultimately,if the situation is allowed to continue
without lubrication, they can snap.

tic, but stil the pipes.

worn exhaust mountings are the main cause of this.

Knocking suspension islikely in older cars, simply as a result of age,
although the shock absorbers Lotus chose, by Koni,aren't the best and
can start0go of around the 20000 e mak.art of what mikes an
Else so great ion i set up - it al,
and handiing s oonat - ~and theye very sus(epllh\e to hemg
fiddled thei and

this feels hke e casewihthe car youte dnw\g‘ or uneven lyle wear
suggests all s not s it should be, then it best to have an expert look
atitand ty to o lhmgs backto me vort Hethlntnded.

enthsasicly. ot wopand botom baH ,om(s wm cause the wheels
t05hake badly - although this isn' tricky to put right atleast. The toe
link at the back on early cars (up to VIN 3800) was dodgy, so much so
that Lotus recalled cars to have this part replaced. I there is a painted-
on ed sign nearby, then this has been done. If not... then suspect it
has been missed.

Steering racks are a known weak point, with the gaiters sometimes
splitting after just a few thousand miles. That lets water and muck
inside, which ultimately leads to a lot of play in the steering. There
should the st i

more substantial, allis not well
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What Lotus said at the time

“Not by chance has this lithe and agile sportscar been hailed
asthe best the world has to offe. The Elise blends lht weight

Contacts
Cubs
Club Lot

with electrifying responses to create a driving exp:
memorable, exhilarating and totally unique.

“Others may talk of man and machine in perfect harmony,
but only the Elise makes you feel as if you're in partnership
with your car; one drive in an Elise and you'll never settle for
anything less. And the more you drive it, the beter it feels.
“Our chassis engineers and Ride and Handling team are the
bestin the business, and know precisely what enthusiastic
drivers want from a sports car. So i the Elise they've created
a pure sportscar, one without comprormise, that puts the thr
of fast driving at the top of its lst of priorities. Owning an Elise
does have a drawback - you'll only ever want to take the long
way hom

M Lotus Drivers Club, tel: 01926 859918 or
wwwlotusdriversclub.org

Specalists

' Paul Matty Sportscars, Worcs. Tel: 01527 575172 or
www.paulmattysportscars.co.uk

' Kelvendon Motors, Lincs. Tel: 01775 725457 or
wwiwkelsportnet

W PNM Engineering, Merseyside. Tel: 0151 630 6101 or
www.pnmengineering.com

' London Lotus Centre, Herts. Tel: 01727 866171 or

HISTORY

1994 The Lotus Elise, a replacement for the outgoing Elan, is
conceived as a mid-engined fibreglass roadster in the spirit

of the firm's small sportscars of the Sixties. The idea for the
name - which has w begln with anE'of course - s inspired by

Romano Artio, Wh happens to be called Elisa
1995 Lotus DW ially launches the EhSE x\lhough sa\es don [

s styeh and rounded fbreqlass/p\asuc shelisa Irghlwelghl
bonded aluminium extrusion frame, resulting in a car that is
incredibly lightweight at a mere 675kg (1488 Ib). Power comes
from Rover's  K-series engine in 1796cc form, managing

to produce 118bhp, enough to power the car to 126mph and
allowing 60mph to be attainable from rest in just 5.8 seconds.
1998 The 135 Sport variant, um, sports 135bhp and is also fitted
with a close ratio gearbox, sports exhaust and other goodies,
plus detail differences like Quicksilver paint to make it stand out
from the rest.

1999 Lotus celebrates its 50th birthday by makmg an
Anniversary Elise in jold wheels. n followed
b it e
back wheel spats, and the Type 4 tone red and white
with headlamp covers and rear e spats. An even more
potent form of Elise also emerges in the form of the 1115, its
name derived from the internal designation number of the
model (M111). The extra comph comes from the fitment of

the VVC K-series engine, with variable valve timing. The result

is an increase in power to 160bhp, although performance is
only improved slightly. There’s also a bit more luxury.... with
extra padding in the seats! As the year draws to a close, Lotus
produces the Millennium model to cash in on the current
obsession with the end of the century.

2000 Better performance is offered by way of the Sport 160
and 190, but even more spectacular is the limited edition
model - not that Lotus are necessarily building mass production
numbers of the model - known as the 340R. This is s named
because only 340 will eventually be made, plus the original
prototype provided 340bhp/ton power to weight ratio from

its 177bhp engine. The year also sees the debut of the Exige,
the hardtop version of the Elise utilising the same engine as
the R. However, the biggest news comes on October 9, when
Lotus reveals the Series 2 Elise. The chassis i slightly modified,
and a new ECU s fitted. The body is restyled -~ so much so that
it allows the company to claim it s the first Lotus created on

2 computer. Production continues to this day, albeit with the
original Rover K series engine replaced by a Toyota 222-GE

W Lyte and Wakefield, London. Tel: 020 8367 4192

' Bell & Colvil, Surrey. Tel: 01483 286450

' Chris Foulds, Yorks. Tel: 01484 666552

W Morland Jones, Lincs. Tel: 01775 725457

W Barry Ely Sportscars, East London. Tel: 020 8558 3221 or
wwwlotuscarsales.com

W Crossroads Garage, Yorks. Tel: 01909 773449

Market Trends

Because the Else isstll in production - albeit it n restyled form
= picked up

compared with how much they cost when new... which,lets not
forget,wasn' that long ago. Not, however, that cheaply. It uniikely
you'l ever see Elises being traded for just a few hundred pounds,
or even a couple of thousand. The fun factor attached to these cars,
plus their looks,scarcity and overall desirabilty should ensure they
never quite descend into the financial trough that other cars from
thisera are starting to plumb now:

Naturally,the hotter variants of lise attract a bit more interest
and therefore cost more to buy secondhand. The difference is quite
pronounced, with, on average, around three grand separating the
1115 from the standard car.

‘The values lsted below are subject to fluctuations, due to the
Elise still being just a rather exciting secondhand car, not a true
bonafide dlassi yet.

Verdict

‘Whatever your views on the classic credentials of the Else,the fact
isthat um seemingly simple car isjust incredibly great fun. It's a joy
to drive, and the more winding and undulating the road, the more
T you'l e ol one.Models ke the 1115 are the

e Ty s
the fast pedal.Even in a standard Elise, you'l be relishing (he dnvmq
experience so much that you won't even notice you'e
little bt of power. S0 save yourself a few thousands and. ;ux[ gu o
the basic model.You won't regret it f you love pure, raw driving.

Insurance quote
For a £8500 1997 standard Lotus Elise, no modifications, based in

(]
fora 29-year ol two years'NCB, cleanficence, 10,000 miles,only car,kept
on driveway,club ment

8, lean i

3000 miles second car garaged, club member
i 1110464

g (0 MG Rover's final
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Join Club Lotus, the world's biggest and oldest club for Lotus owners and enthusiasts

Colour A4 Quarterly Magazine
Members Insurance Discounts
Local Area Meetings
Shows and Events, Track Days
Tours and Runs, Valuations
Free Technical Advice and Seminars
Regalia and Accessories

All this for only £30 per year

For our FREE info pack and sample magazine call

01362 691144 or 694459
www.clublotus.co.uk




Alittle TLC will go an awful long way with the Lotus twin-cam engine. They need to
be properly looked after and if you don't you'll regret it, sooner rather than later.
Regular coolant ch tial for along and ife. Neglect this
basic requirement and you'll end up with corrosion forming inside the alloy head.

Ask the vendor when was the last time he changed or adjusted the timing chains, as
this will give clues to how conscientious or otherwise they have been about their cars
upkeep. Loud screaming from the engineis a sign the beltis too tight and a rattling
when you come off the throttle means i’ too slack.

Water pumps can cause problems too and you can check to see if one has been
damaged by an over-tightened fan belt by trying to rock it back and forth. If the
pump moves it's time to replace it and that means the cylinder head has to come off
first.

Twin-cam engines are notorious oil burners, 5o expect to see some blue smoke from
the exhaust, but not too much. Plumes in the back window when you back off and
then onto the throttle again are a very bad sign.

As can be an overly fast idle. Once they're warmed up even highly tuned engines
should tick-over happily enough at low rpm, but if it s running fast the vendor might
be trying to hide low ol pressure by keeping the red warning light from flickering.
Ol and filter changes should be carried out every 3000 miles or so and oil leaks
shouldn't be an issue if the unit has
been rebuilt. That said many Lotus
books talk of these engines'propensity
to weep oil, 5o that's a bit of a
judgement call.

Parts prices

Al parts from Christopher Neil, Ches}
01606 41481 and include VAT

Bumper (front/rear)
Windscreen rubber

Specification Headlamp pod
car s1 53 Coupé SE Plus253 Sprint Z
Clutch plate (4-speed)
Year 1962-1964 196- 1968 1966-1968 1971-197 R,
Engine Al models: 1558cc 4yl DOHC [ra—
BHP/RPM  105@5500 11506000 11826000 R \oter pump kit
TopSpeed  107mph 123mph 118mph 118mph Stainless steel silencer
Window liftm
Gearbox All models: 4-speed manual except last Sprint models which are 5-speed manual Dl:‘:: it
Consumption 28mpg 26mpg 27mpg 26mpg et
Suspension Al hb telescopic (MR
d: ti-roll bar by coil springs, Chapman hbor Seat trim kit

hydraulic telescopic dampers.
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Lots of Trouble, Usually Serious? Forget the dodgy play on words and boring old jokes, it doesn't have to
be that way. JAMES PEENE takes a look at the Elan and tells you all you need to know to find a good one
and avoid the duds.

Gearboxes

Bodywork

, which is itwon't

d by Ford tems
long-lived and not particularly expensive either.
Sorry 10 5ay - in more ways than one - that the five-speed
in later from the
al things and they can be pretty poor. They have a woefully vague
feel and wearis common as driver's fight to find the ight rtio and

st the GRP cracks and i
from flying st d light knocks and b f
an entirely different can of worms here.
You need to be particularly vigilant for stress cracks. They're apt
tooccurin pints ofstess funnily enough solook for staring
handes, & roblems of this

P ith the BL shift n their p
is that Ford
items again. But, if you think you detect a grumbling from the
backit i i

nature aren't the end of the world, as they won't aﬂe(l the car’s
structural integrity, but you'l need to factor any repairs into your
budget s

the diff housing, This butif
just be atired wheel bearing after all

Lotus and electrics do not a happy partnership make. So electric
windows are likely o fal as s the rest of it unfortunately.
Thankfully, most faults can be traced back to poor earths, but

sorting them willinvariably soak up time, if not money i sorting
he

itmight

them.

Water will seep in through perished seals and this will rot the
carpet and upholstery. It can also wreak havoc on headlinings,
which are apt to tear easily whether they're damp or not, and the
wood veneer.

Dashboards will crack or go
really make an otherwise
okay-ish car look very tired |
indeed.

Radios were installed
inthe tiny space next
10 the heater box and
aftermarket ones are too
big,so can protrude and
ook unsightly if youe a
bit of a perfectionist.

‘The seat frames can
break and replacements
are like hen'steeth, so
you'll have to strip them
tight down ifthey need a
welded repair

Suspension and brakes

You'll find a mix of Triumph Herald parts keeping an Elan on
the straight and narrow path, 5o it won't cost the earth to
replace worn components. Everything should look well cared
for and lubricated where appropriate. For example, there’s a
thread in the steering that needs to be coated with gear oil
not grease, from time to time - again, it a sign of a caring and
knowledgeable owner.

Stub axles can wear and there are four Rotoflex rubber
doughnuts between the rear wheels and differential, which
become soft over the years, especially if exposed to oil. Theyre
not cheap to buy and replacing them means you also need
expensive, special Lotus-thread bolts too.

Oh, and if you're going to do a bounce test'on the shocks then
for Pete’s sake do it with care - remember, the bodies are made
from fibreglass!

oy over time and a tatty one can

e rubbing back to make good, but is always worth

9 y paint i
‘They're likely to be covering some form of recent repair work, so
probe the vendor mercilessly about them until he fesses up.

‘One thing worth bearing in mind howeveris that not all
amateur looking bodywork i a DIY bodge. It could well be factory
‘workmanship’as some of the it and finish on these cars can leave
abit to be desired. For example, the inside of the nose cone can
ook aittle shoddy.

Whilst you're looking under the front t’s crucial you check for
cracks in the suspension turets. Find damage here and its a sure
sign of a tired and weakened chassis. As it sags it begins to lean in
ontself and those litle cracks can lead to much bigger bills.

Open the doors and see if they drop at all. Droopy doors are a
sign of worn hinges, and that means more expense.

Always check the condition of the rubber seals. Windscreen
rubbers are apt to crack over time, and although this wonit matter
10 the bodywork itwill have mojr repercusionson the interior
and chassis. Rainwater that get as t0 go somewhere and
canttfind a ready-made ex(ape foute it will engineer one of

it pop-up headlights are notoriously rubbish and on
the Elan are apt to pop-up, but not pop-down again, so check
everything works properly and there are no signs of force having
been applied to them.

Unionunamy. for a car that draws all its strength from its
horrible propensity to rust. As such, go over
lhem itha finetoothed comb, Most, however,wil now be
shod with a replacement item and new ones come galvar
for piece of mind.

Find one wearing its original or steel chassis though and you'll
need to check around the front suspension mountings and
especially where the chassis widens at the front.

Muck and fith builds up in the front suspension turrets

and corrodes the metal where they attach to the front
crossmember. Welded in patches are a common fix, but if the
towers have shifted at all, then the geometry will be altered

and your Lotus will never handle like it should.

Remember, these are sports cars, 50 if you find a rippled chassis,
you know someone has had a prang at some point, 5o it might
be worth walking away and finding another one instead.

One last thing to bear in mind is the condition of the
crossmember in relation to the pop-up - or not - headlights.
Itworks as a vacuum tank, so f during the course of your
investigations you find they've been bypassed with a separate
pipe, it might not be as airtight, and therefore rust-free as it
should be.
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Mention the name Lotus to any car enthusiast and they Il
immeciately talk about th i legendary chassis nous
bling something about and

relabilty issues, bt thats not what wefe concerned with here
No, the Elan is widely regarded as one of the best handling cars
ever produced. Find a good one and youll discover a machine
that for once matches the myth, because undeneath that
attractive fibreglass body you'l also find a hugely competent

ceel backbone chassis, wearing independent suspension all
round that was honed to perfection from years of motor racing.
The result? A lively but forgiving and chuckable machine that
lives for cormers and soaks up bumps, kinks and undulationsin
the road with great aplomb. Keen amateur drivers willfind they.
exceed their limits before reaching the Elans and it won't bite
the hand that feeds it in the process. Try it you'llove it - we
promise!

HISTORY

1957 Having produced its first ‘proper’ road car in the form of
the Elite and made a loss, Lotus founder Colin Chapman turns
to Ron Hickman and instructs him to come up with a more
profitable replacement. The result, (hardly surprising given
this guide) s the Elan. The all-new model features a 1500cc
twicam engine developed fom the Ford Kent uni,popup
headlights and body moulded bumpers in the g

Spinn

TR R 07245 a5

Contacts

Clubs

M Lotus Drivers Club (GB) wwwlotusdriversclub.org

B Club Lotus, www.clublotus.couk

Specialists

W Chris Foulds,tel: 01484 666552 or www.chrisfoulds.co.uk
8 ~ Body Panel 1

plastic shell

1962 Lotus whips the cover off the Elan at the London Motor
Show. The press and public adore it, but what they don't know
is that the pop-up headlights have refused to pop up s, for the
time being are prop-up headiights. A portent of things to come
perhaps?

1964 Engine sizes have already been upped to 1558cc before
the Elan 52 supplants the original model. It features a better
dashboard and hood and boasts better brakes too. If you had
the money you could have been one of the 43 customers who
ordered 26R racing versions

1965 A coupé model joins the convertible. Strange that it

took so long though - it looks like a convertible with hard top
permanently grafted into place. It's also the year Emma Peel aka
Diana Rigg joins The Avengers at the wheel of a 52 Elan.

1966 The World Cup year sees the arrival of the SE and 53
models. SE stands for Special Equipment and means you get
central locking, a brake servo and 115 rather than 105bhp to
play with. 53 means its a series three model of course.

1967 Longer wheelbase Elan Plus 2 is introduced. There's room
in the back for a couple of small ones or contortionists now.
1968 Say hello to the series four (54) model. You can spot

the difference by its rocker switch equipped dashboard,

flared wheel arches and bonnet bulge over the Stromberg
carburettors in the engine bay. A'luxury’ model called the

Plus 25 goes on sale. It has better levels of trim and sports an
alterator.

1971 The ultimate incarnation of the original Elan is born - the

W Morland Jones, tel: 020 8741 2303 or
wwwmorlandjones.couk
tel 01775 725 457
W Mick Miller,tel: 01728 603 307

How much?

its f got? Scour
the dlassfied ad
project, but don't expect to put it right for pocket money if you buy it
If you want a really pukka car then the best way forward i to buy one
someane else has restored and let them absorb the costs - you'l never
thisis
do. If however,you really do insist on buying a fixer upper a Plus 2is the
£3000

il need your
{5 me & e mors e sl oo o ohion | oo
Tt

you
of cars, the earlier an Elan i, the less desirable and cheaper it becomes,

Verdict

We can think of precious few reasons why you shouldn't buy one.

galvanised chassis and you won't go far wrong, The Elan is a much loved
and

Yourface of
hi

big-valve Sprint. It comes with two-tone paint,
driveshafts and differential and the option of a five-speed
gearbox s there if you want it.

1973 After an all too brief appearance, the Sprint is axed from
the line up and is followed shortly after by the S4 coupé.

1975 Production of the Elan Plus 2 comes to an end.

1990 The Elan's spiritual successor - not to mention lookilikey -
the Mazda MX5 ~ goes on sale and breathes life back into the
genre.
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one this produced.

Insurance quote

1971, Lotus Elan 52 v
B Fully comp, £25095 20-year-old 2 years NCB, lea icence, 10000 mles,
£120.

8,clean lcence, 3000 mil d

(]
car garaged, club member.
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Mazda MX-5

Boththe 1.6 and the 1.8 ae varatons o th same theme. lthough th 1.8 did
have afew extra 6000 miles, ippet
~ which are hydraulic - can start to protest Listen out forthis on the car yourte
viewing, otherwise you could be facing having them replaced...although an engine
B flush sometimes works. However, don't be put off by an initial clatter when the

engineis started. It's usual, and should go away after a couple of seconds. Check the
service history to see when the cambelt was last changed. It should be every 54,000
miles.

As youd expect from quite modern Japanese engines, overall these units are
pretty reliable powerhouses, 5o there shouldn't be too much else to worry about,
atleast up untilthe 150,000-mile or so mark. CCW's former editor, Russ Smith, has a
1990 car that has just reached the 160,000-mile mark and shows no signs of going
bang.“One of ur customers has a 1953 carthat has gone over 220000 miks?says

Gary Thompson.If they will I mileage. However, they do need proper servicing and good
oil though?”
Don't expect any oilleaks, from th d a new gasket stop those. Misfi little more than

3
dodgy plug leads...which happens quite a lot with MX-5s. However, me exhaus( manifolds can crack, something you'll spot i you check
under the bonnet with the engine running
Ifthere’s a ratte from underneath, s likely to be either a Toose heatshela.. easy o putright - ora catalytic converter broadcasting
its imminent death. The latter is more of an issue, just because youe looking at about £150 for a new one, going by Moss Europe prices.
Remember that the 1.6i post-1994 models only have 88bhp, rather than the 114bhp of their pre-1994 predecessors. Which might cause
you'to think twice about one of these.

Speification Parts prices
car MX-51.6 MX-5 1.8 MX-5 160 Al parts from Moss Europe
Year 19891994 1994-1998 19951998 Front brake pads, 1.8
Engine size 1597cc 4-cyl DOHC  1839cc 4-cyl DOHC  1597cc 4-cyl DOHC Front brake disc, 1.8
BHP/RPM 114@6500 131@6500 88@6000 Clutch slave cylinder
Top speed 121mph 123mph 109mph (dlizgils 1
0-60mph 88secs 86secs 106secs Y,‘:“m LhL
Gearbox All models: 5-speed manual e
Consumption _34mpg 31mpg 31mpg Wheel bearing kit

i I 3 3 by double wishb d coil springs, gas- Budget glassfibre hardtop
filled shock absorbers by double URSESIN RIS Three window vinyl hood
shock absorbers
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ll two-seater sportscars around at the beginning of the

Just getting used to there being

Nineties, Mazda ‘went and kick-started the trend again with the MX-5. And they're still just as much fun today, says RICHARD
GUNN, as he looks at buying one. Expert advice comes from Gary Thompson of MX-5 specialist Paul Sheard Auto Parts

although the earlier ones (pre-K-registration) may often feel a
ltte stiff going from first to second, untilthe oil has had a chance
to warm up. Don't worry about it...that's perfectly normal, thanks
tothe single cone synchromesh.“We get inundated with calls
gearbox has gone stiflaughs Gary Thompson. But t doesrit
cause problems...and fully synthetic gearbox oil often helps”

However, i things stay like this, even after a long drive, or i
theresa lot of noise, then suspect a‘box that is getting past its
best, probably as a result of mistreatment.

“There aren't too many issues inside; asserts Gary Thompson.
“Just the tear on high mil * Mazda stuck

Yepyou'eright - pretty much o st Although thse crsarrit
s the oldest started
1o throw up some delicate areas. Th slls have Dvoved themselves
alittle vulnerable, especially towards the rear, and add on such as
Kickplates and other bits of trim can promote rust behind them.
“The key with the bodywork i the difference between UK and
imported cars; says Gary Thompson. ‘Imported ones from Japan
haven't been subject to treated roads during winter. UK cars are
suffering as a result, especially the rear sil area. If the outer slls
ot, then the inner wings do as well. The more people ignore it,
the more it spreads. It can go up the inner rear wheelarch and
across to the floor as well He also flags up the bottom of the
front windscreen pillar as a vulnerable spot on the earlest MKs.
‘The bonnet and boot are aluminium, so can suffer from a
different sort of corrosion where any steel reacts with the alloy.
Usually though, the most likely reason for rust on an MX-5 will be
badly-repaired accident damage. "We've seen cars with rusty front

tothe‘simple is best'philosophy with whole of the MX-5, and
that's very apparent inside where everything is very basic. Good
I he cabins are hard- Ithough,

as with any convertible, nature can cause problems if the car
has got caught in the rain, with carpets the most likely to be
damaged by moisture. The fip side of the coin is that dashboards
anfde o crackas a resutof exposre o thesun Soyou cari

o g after
an accident; says Gary. Even if you can't see any hint of this, you
should walk around the car looking for poor panel ft - apertures
should be tight and even - as wellas slightly different paint shades
and overspray decoration.

Because they're mad of aluminium, the pop-up headlamps can
o outof shape if they ve been lent on, and you should try to give
the front and rear plastic panels a shake. Small knocks can break
their mounting points.

Dot forget o check the
stitching can come loose. Quite a common fault s if the i

has been folded It
which will cause the plastic to crease or even tear.

Water from the roof collects in a gutter, before draining into
pots on each side of the car. However, i these get blocked, it can
fesultinthe liuid getting ntothe car nsteac However, pking

hole won't
speclahst to have done.

to see older MX-5s with windscreen wiper
spolers having faded to grey.But, how much time and money
doesit take to repl per arm? Not much...

thi
either.Ifthings aren't playing up,its usually more down to amateur
bodging than anything els...s0 look for signs of wiring having been
badly interrupted using accessory connectors,

Electric windows however are usually on the slow side.If they re
working slowly, quite often the cables willsnap ifleftsays Gary
‘Thompson. “This will burn the motor out. W suggest that, if thisis
happening,boththe cable and motorarechanged at the same tme”

Rear springs can suffer from cracks,but that's about it
underneath. Withsuspension bushes thatshould at for

so, there really isn't that

kfor locking,
post-1994 models up for this, wmch
should have been carred out. As a matter o course, you should try

but youe not pecting them t

malfunction, are you?
thing to look at which

the boot It should be vented, using a rubber tube running from the

top through the floor.If that isn'tthere, chemicals can build up inside

concerned about. H the earliest premature
suspension wear, according to Gary Thompson, “They get
cracked and worn. At which point a lot of people just upgrade to
Polyurethane ones”
So,just check the alloy wheels before you go for possible
corrosion. It's quite likely on a 1992 SE, s the 10-spoke alloys on
didn’ a 9

asanot
extended
period. “Sometimes, people dont re-clamp the batteres either”says
Gary. That will llow it to move around in the boot, and it can dent
the e quarte panelYou gt alot n the import models ecuse
tsize,

doesn'tfit properly”
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A COMPREHENSIVE SELECTION OF ALL
PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR MAZDA MX5 CARS.

SERVICE ITEMS. SUSPENSION. LIGHTING,
[GNITION, ENGINE. WHEELS. PERFORMANCE
IMPROVEMENTS. INTERIOR/EXTERIOR FITTINGS

PLEASE FEEL FREE T0 BROWSE OUR WEB SITE
ORASK FOR A FULL CATALOGUE LISTING OF
PARTS.

TeL: 012154455 95 Fax: D121 544 43 40
WWW.SFTMXSPARTS.CO. UK

Davip Illjmaens Lo
e “"“éw\\\’ b
(s =
SFT MX5 Parts

is part of the

David Manners Ltd
Parts 4 Cars Group

Parts 4
Jaguar
Daimler

MG

Triumph
Morris Minor
& Mini

Cars

Supplying thousands of
parts worldwide

Tel : 0121 544 40 40
www.davidmanners.co.uk



SERVICE

OuFiuren £195  Beny Seank PLug £125
Aim FiLTen MU £385 NGk Spank PLug £176
Fue FiLTen MKI £8.25  NGK Low Reach Spank PLug £2.95
Fuet Furen MK £999 Aurennaton BeLT MKILE  £365
HT Leaps Staoagp. £2350 Aurennaton BeLTMKILR  £425
HT Leaps Upmaten £3760 CamBert £15.00

QuaLiTY PARTS Hoops € FITTINGS

ll Y[] UR MX5 > VL Hooo Mllmow  £US00 Hasorop MKW s £705.00
MokhR Hooo MEI s £235.00  GeWUIN ToRKERD oven MEIET S0
S s €265 Towg Wt £110

MonAIR + Guass Hooo mow £39715  FuLL Sorts Toneau MKI £215 95
Hooo CasLe MKI £165  Canome Hooo PuTe £35.26
Hooo CasLe MKII £165  Canome Hooo Schews £250

0121 544 5555

WWW_SFTMXSPARTS.CO.UK

WY NOT LOG ON TooAY A
T0 CHECK THE PRICE £ LARGE INVESTMENT
AVAILABILITY OF YOUR IN THIS
Ll BANKRUPTED STOCK

NEW CATALOGUE ALSO LLOWING US TO PROVIDE
AVAILABLE ONLINE ON THESE PARTS

WWW_SFTMXSPARTS.CO.UK

931 WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD | OLDBURY £ E 2 % U U ER?H-ZHUU MX‘5~HE‘A‘DLAMPS

WEST MIDLANDS 1 BSS 4RJ

EXTERIOR

w Eunos Rean BAoge suwiews  £1470
RoaosTen Rean BAose £15.90
FRTALLY BRILLE worowere  £35.25
FAT ALLY GRILLE winrowere £35.25
0CKING FUEL (AP £1258
IniLoReo BooT Rack MKI  £12450

CONVENIENTLY SITUATED JUST 50 EXHAUST
YARDS FROM JUNCTION 2 OF THE N5 T

Pronen sroRTs Ml £25498
T CONVERTER MEILG £125.00
O Comenen WIS £160
LwsonSevson MK 1658 £3525

OPENING
MONDAY TO FRIDAY SAM T0 5.30 PM
SATURDAY SAM T0 IPM

AL PRICE

Lexus Lawps Cear MKI— £65.00 Ravanis Lamps BLUE e £4750
Lexus Laups Buaceeo MKI £99.99  Rean Fog Lawe £495

Hi-Lever Baaxe Lawp KL £44.99  Twin Spot Fos Lawes  £120.00
Hi-Lever Baaxe Lawe MKII £44.99  Revese LighT Swich £I75
SIDE INDICATOR LAMP £48.76 Rean Reo RerLcTon £18.25
Rav8RiG Lamps CLEAR e £47.50  Sioe LigkT Loow MKI £215




AFULL service history from either a dealer or a reputable specialist
s a must.these are quite complicated mid-engined sportscars, and
need to be looked after properly.

‘The K-series engine has something of a major foible n its ability
10 blow head gaskets, thanks in part to ar locks - the coolant has a
long way to travel from the radiiator at the front to the engine.
(almost) at the back. Its the most important thing you have to
watch out for with these engines, and if the oil on the dipstick
looks rather milky, then water is gettting into the oil and it's a
blown gasket thatislikely to be at fault. There is now a product
now on the market to help prevent these problems, which must be
worth investigating

Misfiring is another possible symptom, as is tricky starting or an
uneven idle, and also look for signs of a water leak from the head
face around the alternator o staining down the side of the block.
Keep an eye, t0o, on the temperature gauge, which should sitjust
below halfway. There are two fans on the car - one which cuts in to
<ol the engine, and another which comes on to cool the
components around it. Leave the car running for a while to check
that these do come on,

One possible fault of a car running too warm could be the
cooling pipes that run from the radiator at the front underneath to
the mid-mounted engine. They can corrode o suffer from leaks, so
if you get a chance to scramble underneath, do so and investigate
how sound they are.

Exhausts can get damaged because they re so low, but bearing in
mind how short they are, you'll be unlucky i thisis the case. Listen
for blowing.

Look for documentary evidence that the cambelts have been
changed - they need to be done every 60,000 miles or five years,
whichever is sooner.

Pre-1999 cam bolts - which hold the cam wheel to the camshaft -
can loosen, which then causes a pretty catastrophic engine failure.
This was the subject of a recall, which should be noted in the
service book, but itis recommended by many that, if you buy and
MGF, the bolt is tightened up again, i it's not immediately
apparent that this has been done.

Some cars might have starting problems, but this is often easily
resolved by fitting new plugs and leads.

Specification

Car MGF Mk 1 1.8 MpiMGF Mk 11.8VVC
Year 1995-99 1995-99

Engine size 1796cc 4-cyl DOHC 1796cc 4-cyl DOHC
BHP/RPM 11805500rpm 14307000rpm
Top speed 123mph 131mph

0-60mph 8.7secs 7.6secs

Gearbox 5-speed manual 5-speed manual
Consumption 37mpg 35mpg
Suspension Allindependent Hydragas, front and rear
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THERE isn't much to worry about with brakes, but you can check the
condition of the brake discs through the alloy wheel. When on your
test drive, just check o see that the car pulls up straight and quickly.

Parts prices

Prices from Rimmer Bros and include VAT
Brake kit - includes front discs and brake pads
r Thruflow performance exhaust

Radiator (original new)
Head gasket (aftermarket)
(original)

WC head gasket kit (original)

Front upper ball joint (original)
Gil pump (original) £7818

Water pump (aftermarket) £3000
(original) £43.

Replacement hood (original black) £31515
Front wing (original) £12012
Front bumper in primer (ori £187.69



The idea of a small two-seater MG roadster was revived by the MGF in 1995, much to the joy of MG
enthusiasts everywhere. RICHARD GUNN delves into how to buy the best of the Mk 1 models

EXPECT the gearbox to be a litle notchy until it s fully warm,
but other than that, the transmission should be pretty reliable as
the PG1 unitis based on a Honda'box. However, the control
cables can stretch or break, which causes selection problems -
which un!ouunalely means taking out the centre console to
replace t

Ifyou heav awhining from the gearbox in fourth of firth, it's a
sign of an impending gearbox failure, so walk away.

CHECK for signs of water- either present or past - inside the
cabin, If you notice some, then it means that the hood is
probably leaking, and this should be investigated. Its more likely
on 1995-97 cars, where the hoods has visible seams and the
hood doesn't fully cover the front edges of the frame at the
windscreen. This was improved from 1997 onwards. However,
water ingress could also be down to seal leaks, as detailed in the
b k section. Look out too for bent hood frames (they e
easy to put up, 50 any problems here denote careless usage),
torn fabric on the hoods or creased plastic rear windows.

1fyou can smell petrol inside the car, then if's best to o and
Iook elsewh just is
can be tough enough. utting it ight on'a mid-engined
sportscar is something else entirely!

Electrics can play up, 5o check that the electric windows work
okay going up and down smoothly and quickly - and that
central locking activates and de-activates as it should

RUST shouldn't be an issue unless the car has been in an
accident and not been properly repaired. Look for signs of bad
panel fit as well, something else that suggests the car has taken
an unscheduled scenic route in the past.

Stone chips will probably be the imperfections you come
across most ofal, although the plastic from means these won't
ultimately lead to corrosion. Where trouble might occur i in the
subframes and seams. A lack of proper sealing can allow water to
drain from the windscreen, under the bonnet and into the
footwells; and further leaks can come from the plastic door
mirror surround. Also look in the (rear) boot t0o, as lid and lamp
seals can let water into here.

Doors have been known to drop on earlier cars, which wil
require hinge adjustment. If it goes unadjusted, the door can
ultimately end up rubbing the top of the sill, which you really
don't want.

Phew!Isn't it nice to write about a Longbridge-built classic that
doesn't rust too much.

HYDRAGAS suspension - gas and fluid - usually gives less
problems than conventional suspension, plus a far better ride
into the bargain. Problems are usually confined to leaks n the
system, or just gradual natural sinkage. I the latter case, all that
will be needed is pump-up to restore pressure - about £20 or
£30. However, some owners might have had their MGFs lowered
by simply letting the suspension down a bit. This s not a good
idea,as it means the car i driving with a somewhat

the MGF atis closer to
the ground than standard, then investigate how this has been
achieved. There are‘proper ways to achieve the same thing. The
correct measurement should be 368mm from the centre of the
wheel to the wheel arch lip above it. If this setting is wrong, it
can result in the tyres wearing disproportionately on their inner
or outer edge, especially the front ones.

cars have power steering fitted..which is actually
electrically operated. These have a 70amp fuse ftted on the right
inner wing - so i it i there, check that it is working s it should
There should be a fauit light on the dashboard if there isn't. But
many owners just disconnect the electric PAS to improve the feel
of the car..it really provides its maximum assistance at parking
speeds only.
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Great prices!

original Parts & s
ROVER SD1 - ROVER 75/45/25

= RUSMER

B, =

Great service! s
A PROFESSION/
RVIC

WGF/MGTE - MG Z1/7S/2R Rimmer Bros tick all the boxes:-

ROVER 200/400/600/800 - MGB - MIDGET

RISzl Discounted prices - Retail & Trade

/ Great

RANGE ROVER CLASSIC/P38A/SERIES 3

Ty el] |/ Efficient mail order anywhere

DEFENDER - ROVER V8 ENGINES

on hoth original & aftermarket parts

customer service

FREE GATALOGUES AVILABLE / Vast stocks of in-demand parts

STAG. TR2:8  SPITEE - GTo - ERALD / Trade
TESSE -

LOMITE - 2000/2500

including Clearance Bargains - SAVE up to 93% on mr!!!

fumd 2e =¥ W/ Free catalogue & Price Guide

enquiries welcome

L/ Easy to use website

Tel: 01522 563344

Trade Enqulnes 01522 567111
ax: 01522 567600

E-mail: mgrqver@rlmmerhros co.uk
www.rimmerbros.co.uk

Rimmer Bros.Tiumph Hous, Siealord R (A1),
Bracebridge Heath, Li

v ¢ B

PARTS SALES & ENQUIRIES | }

e Mowswajn-mmﬁm
= Mwammwm

on
ﬁw.rimmerhros.co.uk




ABINGDON

Dmun Illnngfns L

TR Yo
\ cors O Grost

Parts 4 Jaguar & Daimler Cars
0121 544 4040
Fax: 544 5888

Parts 4 Mazda MXS5 Cars.
0121 544 5555
Fax: 544 4340

Parts 4 Mini Cars
0121 544 0011
Fax: 544 0022

Parts 4 Modern .,
MG Cars -

enquiries@mg arts.co.uk MGTF

0121 5444444 .

Uprated Head Sets MGFITF Highlights

Pare No.

991, W6 pron Road,
Oldbury,West Midiands
869 48]

come in a range of fiishes;

Blck. Smoked & Red.

MGF/TF
xeB10098

fom £74.00 a pair
Head Bolts

The head bolts that hold the K series
cogether are a stretch bol, specifically

designed to give a set length under
the right torque. As such
they should NEVER be
used a second time.

Bocom Ball jone.

Top Bl o war
Front Poy Bush Kic

MGF
WAM2293 10reg

£1.76 e

Parts 4 Morris Minor Cars
0121 544 5522
Fax: 544 6868

© David Manners Ltd

Performance Exhausts

024
£295.00

WWW.MG-TR-PARTS.CO.UK

Don't forget to visit our website  SEARCH option to find the exact part
with online ordering available!!  you're looking for.

A Sceure and Safe way to order your parts.
OW WITH TRADE FACILITIES.
Prices correct at 10/09/08 & include VAT but exclude delivery. Prices subject to change

A comprehensive parc lising along
with fully functio




Buyer's Datafile: MG RV8, 1993-1995

Definitely one of the most evergreen classics ever made, the MGB lived a long and successful life between 1962 and 1980.But when
the doors closed on Abingdon we hadn't seen the last of this quintessentially British sports car. KEITH ADAMS takes you through
the pitfalls in buying an MG RV8 - the V8 powered version of the B, built during the Nineties, to help relaunch the MG marque.

o R

Ch(m at Abingdon in June 1980. Not only did

T o e e e
et >

A ol 93 e e s st

e o ]
e =

” e
R aodtonottebesiodmite  [ThepartSsituation T —

e o s i ol oo

s
Ll L ol
e g b
; S
Ay ; R
§ thedeal £1800. consider

e s oy A o shirides
o Y WM gumpersThe firegas umpersneeg 9204t BcEr: i ossle o spendaver £130000n
ve classic car guides n st bl
Thedoscargudesbaebeenlsng DO TSR D oy andvarloe cobemeans

tosource.

‘people would ebate hew wavlhv\us ofits Front brake discs, 125 yourself an enjoyable ownership
£12338 (pain) 2
ntoubled motorng- e i E138050 manyowners cheshd hlr Ve,
fewopen topped roadstes bt anofler 4 oun wesklik Enurethatthecar (oo ey meaning hatthers a plentul supply of
o has, mmd e ular (fuel and) oi and Radiator, 3500 low-mileage cars
bl fiter chang d sucked into think that it is okay to pay
s on e st ot e 7t jali y
honey.
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finders o heckcose e heewon't bl penaty when
bt el e ;
e keep th senicng o o dite
bemmobiied Clubs Threre many peoiewhowould sy
3 ot he TV i ffes more i he
butthere 3
b voewjecorgik wihoutany iy ot
investiate the isoryof your car-ifthe 1o 100 much sun. Ipay?
Prices of the MG RV8 vary SPECIFICATION
enotthe ety precty
2000 cars went out there, it's a very good. possible to

bet hat the caryou'elooking it omes
from for East RV8s sold in Japan came with
astandard distress lare - i youie rally
uckyitmay welstllwor
2) A conditioning:Yes it seems bizarre
equipping a oadster vith air con,but the
market cars were itted with this
option. Asis the case with all cars thus
equipped, make sure s blowing cod the
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ENGINE:
POWER:

TORQUE:
TOP SPEED:

0-60MP 6.95ECS
FUEL CONSUMPTION:  22MPG
GEARBOX: 5-SPEED MANUAL
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MGB

“The state of the engine bay is another prime indication of whether
the car has been looked after, according to Mal Williams. If the
engine bay is good, and the st of the car also looks nice, then it
been owned by somebody who cares, and has probably taken a lot
of care elsewhere..and that's a positive sign:

“There are no real horrors with MGB engines, although go for a
car with less than 100,000 milles on the clock if you can. Most
people use these cars on high days and holidays.If an engine has
done 40,000 to 50,000, then it’s got an awful lot o i left n it
Modern oils are better than they ever used to be:

Expect ol leaks..t an old Britsh car after all However,don't expect

Suspension and steering

O P thing
y ner edge of the
ifthe

ol licks. I there's a ving Jitsnota

j00d sign. | I though, th pr

and, because it in an MG, everything is vble need
Ol pressure of b

the car,
Stand back and look at the car from afar, and ifthe top of the wheels
n expect

speed pointstoa unit thats probably sound enough. At dle lookfor
45psi.The lowest it should be is 25psi."n oil cooler s always a bonus,
especiallyif i fitted with a thermostat” believes Mal

You should do the usual checks for blue smoke from the exhaust
(ifit's on the overrun, it points to worn valve guides, while you can
check for worn bearings by accelerating hard from 30mph in top
gear and seeing if there's smoke) and listen for excessive noise too.
Chattering from the top islikely to be just worn valve clearances -
not really a problem - but it could also be a worn rocker shaft and
arms, which is more complex to sort out

springs.
Lever p fluid - have 2 look at them - although
ind telescopic It

popmar conversion, and does much to improve the car.

We d wil
reultinan MoT e a5 wellsimpaied handing The usuel checkis
fojackihiecar v nd oy ek e whee o botr feeling for
play Ifits excessive,

need vep\a(mg Sackas canget sy something mest kel on thase

of
the later,

Ifthe engine hunts atidle or misfres, then ts
is getting worn out, although it could also be the SU carbs going out
of tune thanks to worn spindles allowing excess air in.

Keep an eye out for overheating..although it usually itle more
than a radiator needing replacement or, according to Mal, People
often it the wrong thermostat, thus meaning the cars run on the
hot side, especially during summer. A 74 degree thermo is best” An
electric fan is also a wise fitment for modern traffic.

o finda car
MalWillams Butifyou car, s notan expensiveob o put igh
 a reason other than

P H
corroded anti-roll bar mountings can prompt the same behaviour.

Listen out for donks from the drivetrain while driving. If you hear some
thecarin
gear getout, and \ry vocking it back and forth to replicate the noses

Parts prices

Prices from Briti
and include VAT
7-1974 Roadster

bodyshell, unpainted,
1967-1974 GT bodyshell,
unpainted

h Motor Heritage,
Water pump
Kenlowe fan
£4400.00  Oil cooler
Complete en
unleaded, exc

ine,

reconditioned
Rear wing

Prices from MGOC Spares

hange
Starter motor, inertia,

Alternator, high output

Radiator from £8¢

£19.95 to £3: from £12.

Brake discs, pair
9.64 Brake pads,
£309510 £6850 (o oco
Front su
Kingpin kit
Rear spring
Clutch kit

from £93 nsion kit

from £32.
5t

from £38
from £54.

£79.95

£46.94

Specification

Car MGB Roadster Mk1 MGB GT Mk1 MGB Roadster Mk2 MGB Roadster ‘rubber bumper' MGB GT ‘rubber bumper"
Year 1962:1967 19651967 19671972 19751980 19751980

Enginesize All models: 1798cc 4-cyl OHV.

BHP/RPM

Topspeed  106mph 105mph 105mph 111mph 104mph

0-60mph 129secs. 13.6secs 11.0secs 12.1secs 14.0secs

Gearbox dels: 3 d

Consumption 22mpg 23mpg 24mpg 26mpg 26mpg

Suspension  All models: Front: Independent by coil springs, anti-roll bar and lever arm dampers. Rear: Live rear axle, leaf springs and lever arm dampers
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If ever a classic car has really needed no introduction, it’s the MGB. So we won't waste our time here telling
you about it. Just jump straight in to RICHARD GUNN's buyer’s guide on the British sportscar with the biggest
following of ‘em all. Expert opinion comes from marque specialist Mal Williams of Lower Barn Classics

Underneath the centre of the car s the castle ail the sman
channel section that runs by th e corrode, as do
underfloor outriggers and the ront of he ear spring hangers
(but, then again, they do on most classics). A way of checking
these, if you don't fancy crawling underneath, i to look for
bulging sound-deadening material under the carpets in the rear
footwell.

There isn't much that isn't available for the inside of an MGB...but
just bear in mind that the more you need to put right, the more
costly it will be, especially on the earlier cars with their leather
interiors. On convertibles, don't forget to check the hood. Frames
can become stiff through lack of use, the seams can split, and

he rear window become cloudy. the latter being something
that willfal the MoT! Such things happen because the hood

is put away damp or the rear window creased..which is not
something a truly caring or sympathetic owner would have
done.Tears can often be found by the side lasleners

seat fram

and the rubber diaphragm supporting the seat coshion. eather
is the most hard-wearing of the materials,followed by vinyl and
then the later cloth (brushed nylon) covers. Sagging of this is
common.“Cloth seats in a convertible can also hold water” says
Mal Wlliams.

Brakes

There'slttle of concern on the brakes, with all MGBs fitted with
discs up front. “When you're driving it, does it brake straight
and easily?” says Mal Williams.

From 1974, servos were fitted, and any servo-assisted MGB is
worth having..especially if the servo has been retrofitted to an
earlier example.

mileages
"Us(en tothe transmission mough asserts Mal wm.ams Fheres

he'l

the
Speed of the car and vamshes i op gear then sspect  iarn
layshaft
Woverdiveis e,y it aut It should anly work n thid nd

d slip in and out easxly ifit ed and there's
(hen there's
omelhing amis Symchromésh,when ot o wearout, il
disappear on second gear first, while the earliest three-synchro'
gearboxes can get naisy in first and reverse. Parts for the earler

Before going in close, just take a look at how the car appears
from a distance. Does it in general, look like a good car? Panel fit
~orlack of it - says a ot about a prospective purchase. A really
good car will have been looked after well? says Mal Williams. “Just
its overall appearance - door shuts etc - will tell you a lot about
how well looked after an MGB has been. Its nice to buy a car
from a true MG enthusiast”

Now t'stime to get up close and personal. The sills are an
obvious place to start, s they're the most likely place for
tinworm to breed. It likely to break out at the front, behind the
base of the front wing, and at the rear end oo, where road grot
causes corrosion to start underneath. Inner slls can be checked
from inside if you it the carpets. Be slightly wary of cars with
stainless steel covers fitted. Yes, they look nice and very pretty,
but they could also be hiding problems..or actually helping rust
along by trapping water.

Front scuttles are another well-known rust spot, and from
here toublecan spread to the windscreen pillars as well.
ectification is complicated..and therefore expensive.

e et wingis a splash panel. Nice idea..except it
rusts, and then allows water through to the inner wings and the
doorpost. You can't really see anything at fault here until it too
late..50 check inside that wheelarch for holes in the splash panelt

We'e not finished with the inner wings yet. There's a
stiffening box along the top, which can rust and thus cause
corrosion to break out along the top of the wings. The box itself
is part of a cavity viewable from under the bonnet, so scrutiny is
best from here. While there, look around the headlamps, both
back and front. Bonnets, by the way, were alloy prior to 1969.
Afertha, they e e and can sattogoin the top and

jacent to th

hlnges asa pmbab!e v o ot v sameabare 5
be checked. But the alloy bonnets don'tjust get away totally as
they can be easily dented through careless closing, usually in
the centre.Front and rea valance,hidden awy benesth the

as rust,
orippled i any way?”says Mal.“If o, this incicates accident
damage, or at least carelessness.’

Doors go at the top and the bottom, and f you see a bulging
skin, then corrosion s quite advanced underneath and
replacement of the skin is the best solution. Ifa panel looks
tipply or bulging, it probably indicates there's a badly repaired
rusty area underneath;"according to Mal. Look inside the door
from the bottom. Fller applied to rust actually drags the
molsture into the metal and makes things worse. Fille
excellent in good metal though

Moving towards the back of the car, the tops of the rear
wings rust, usualy starting with bubbles around the beading.
This is just the tip of the iceberg if you come across t, and the
rot will be a lot worse underneath,

On GTs,look around the load area for signs of water getting
inthrough the (allgale And that taigate sef can rust along its
atthe

“boves are geting tickier 0 get hold o

gearbox for an earlier
the mnne\

Automatic gearboxes are rare, and not welk-liked...not because
they're bad, but because they just detract from the whole small
sportscar experience. However, assuming the auto'transmission
does its job well enough, all you really need to look at s the state
of the fluid inside. It should be red, not brown, and shouldn't
smell burnt. f it does then expect burnt bands and a subsequent
rebuild or replacement gearbox.

lren d metal section, 50 you'l need to
run your hand over thi tofeel for bumps underneath.

Lookat the battery - beneath a panel behind the seats - s
acid from it often attacks what is around it, and as this area is.
out of sight, it can get quite advanced.

Ihhe ‘worst comes to the worst, there is always the. opnor\ of

but this
easierto replace the front wings than the rear ones. be(ause
‘the former bolt on, the latter are weldex
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Contacts

MG Car Club. Tel: 01235 555552 or www.mgcc.couk
MG Owners Club, Tel: 01954 231125 or www.mgownersclub.co.uk

Specilsts

ol ges a5 wel. And

B Colne Classics, Essex. Tel: 01255 432693
Forest MGBs, Gloucs, Tel: 01594 826112

B Former Glory, Middlesex. Tel: 020 8991 1963

M Frontline Costello, Avon. Tel: 01225 852777 or
‘wwwmgcarsorg uk/frontline

W Hall's Garage, Lincs, Tel:01778 570286 or wwwhallsgarage.couk

W NGB Hive, Cambs. Tel: 01945 700500 or www.mgbhive.co.uk
MG M

M Lower Barn Classics, Suffolk Tel: 01473 833299
ritish Motor Heritage, Oxon. Tel: 01993 707200 or wwwibmh-ltd.com

Norfolk. Tel:01953 717618
W Mike Rolls MG, Dorset, Tel: 01258 820337
W Moss Europe Ltd, nationwide. Tel: 020 8867 2020 or

B MGOC Spares, Cambs. Tel: 01954
u i  Berks Tel:01

n Herts.
W Bill Hewitt, Manchester Tel: 0161 434 2731

8 The Bar, Abingdon Sports Cars Lt Hants,Te: 01329 835393
 Bristol MG Workshop, Avon. Tel:0117 956 6231
VG Bits,Surrey. Tel: 01483 223830

HISTORY How much?
w
Th harm
MG sk e
constuction -a st for a MG sportsca - as well
Gl s e
e F¥ ot Lo s boveall
M i daly i T diive. o
1798cc engine providing enough power to propel it to over 100mph if o o E it
ded. - . 3
favourable. P
J MGB enthusiasts
L = money..and,
an opion. of et ‘
1965 The MGB Roadster gets asister i the shape of the GT coupé: Although
i i forthe Mids.
it anybody per
ted,and n the end, . The oft-used
‘the poor mans Aston M:
1967 9 2! eth
i th
actual MGB stc the MGC featuring the 2912c grand in
‘s I
e thatkind though. . oy
more
i M h
and properl. There are some pretty special MGs out therethat re well
Teather, smaller steering wheel -
Leyland badges on each wing. 3
1971 Verdict
inside.

1972 Further changes dispense with the unpopular 1969 grille,so tha the
MG badge s more prominently isplayed again.
1973 Another MG offshoot is the GT V8, using Rover's ubiquitous V8.

Buy any MGB and you'l be joining a very big club..and that's befor
you chuay i afy o the actual very g s tht xis 0 lookafer
ese cars, Thousands — possibly even millions by now - of owners over
the years can' be too wrong, and although the MGB s very much the
Ford Focus of the clasic car world the option you go forf you want an

b s an i jied and
frankly, are looks.

ere s much to be
said fo the easy fe. Afer al, you can actually drive MGBS all day and
every day,safe in the knowledge that, if something breaks, you won't

replacement

art at autojumbl you actually

“deckchair’
of

1979 Monday,September 101s the 50th anniversary of MG’ move to
Abingd it

could almost be..well, a Ford Focus!
The Roadsters are tremendous fun in summer, but not 5o great

end of the MGB and, by extension,
aswell.

1980 The final MGB is completed on Thursday, October 23, despite efforts by

in wint (quite often) not having a

apparent.
is a very practical machine, with s rear hatch. You don't get that level

year.The MG marque willreturn however.

Insurance quote

Fora i
® Fully comp, £173.25 for a 29-year- e\d two years'NCB, 10,000
mile limit, only car, kept on drivew:

o e g
them, we've got a soft spot for the rubber bumper cars. They may
ot be the prettiest of the bunch, but with their often lairy interiors
and exuberant colours, they are a great example of how a British

i i of

decades. They're cheaper to buy and when you're inside, you won't

= Fully comp, £87.15 fo a 50year-ol.full NCB 3000 e,
second car, garaged, club member
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And think of all the money you'll save on chrome polish too!
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Mlm-Cooper (1990-2000)

Radiator, twin point injection cars
1996 onwards
Jjustable suspens

uspension trumpets
Fuel pump, single point
1 point cylinder hea

By the time of the Rover Coopers, the A-series engine had been developed about s far as it could be..and was about as tough and
reliable as possible too. The 1275cc is that of the MG Metro, with carburettors up until 1991, then single point fuel injection up until
1996, lher\ multi-point injection thereafter.

Engine stabilisers are quite well-known for wearing out, so grasp the engine and see if you can rock it back and forth. If you can,
(hmgs are gemng weak, and o (Il probably find the car shuddering when the drive is taken up. While it's not too tricky to replace the
stabilisers, other ancil i get knocked out of true as the engine moves around, and in extreme cases, even the top pipe on the
radiator can be pulled out - not something you want to happen at high speeds when the temperature is likely to be pretty warm. I fact,
that pipe is quite vulnerable anyway, especially on the pre-1996 cars with slde radiators, (hanks tointernal corrosion. Radiator surmunds
can also end up fouling the fan blades, g is often caused by ul p this though fror
inside the car..and a visual check on things should confirm, if the tips of the b\ade appear to be freshy scratchea

Misfires on the carburettor cars are often the old bugbear of a damp distributor..even with a protective shield fitted on the front, as
these Rover versions had, it still happens. According to our expert owner lan Nicholls, both types of fuel injection seem reliable enough,
although they're not the most refined of systems, especially the single point injections. "I've never known of any complaints..in fact, I've
known more modern cars to suffer a lot more problems with their complicated systems” Rough running can usually be traced to sensor
problems,

However, an did point out that the fuel-injected models can be a pain if you want to tune the cars because Rover used a standard
ECU that controls a lot of other functions other than just the engine.

Don't expect the A-series engine to be although post-1996 cars did go some way to addressing the usual chatter (at least what
you hear from inside the car) thanks to a front radiator and extra soundproofing throughout. Tappet noise is to be expected, s is timing
chain rattle, although the latter is pretty simple to rectify. It is rumbles from deep within and blue smoke from behind (and from under
the oil filler cap) that presents more of an issue. Don't expect a completely oiltight engine..they allleak oil, Sir Just d

car Mini-Cooper § Carb _ Mini-Cooper 1.3i ooper Si i CooperS  Mini Cooper § Works
Year 1991 1991-1996 1991-1996 1996-2000 1996-2000

Engine All models:1275¢c 4-cylinder OHV

BHP/RPM___ 61bhp@5500rpm __ 78bhp@6000rpm __ 63bhp@5700rpm _ 77bhp@s800rpm __ 86bhp@5500rpm 90Bhp@6000rpm
Topspeed  8/mph 97mph 87mph 97mph 97mph 102mph

060mph  122secs T1.0secs 12.256Cs T1.05ecs 9655ecs 89secs

Gearbox Four-speed manual

Consumption 33mpg 27mpg 32mpg 27mpg 35mpg 35mpg
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It may have been an anachronism by the Nineties, but it wasn't half a fun one!
RICHARD GUNN looks at buying the reintroduced Mini-Coopers — or Mini Coopers, depending in your
punctuation - of the Rover years

Expect a whining from the gearbox in first gear. They all do that
and, frankly, it wouldn't be a proper Mini f it didn't. However,
the noise shouldn't be too excessive. Signs of ‘boxes that are

Bodywork

arly Rover Cooper models don't have a great reputation fo quality
control. i

Jan Nicholl

getting past their best
around second gear, plus a gear lever that tends to jump out of
ratios under acceleration. If this s the case with the car you're
interested i, then sadly a gearbox rebuild isn't likely to be too
far away. However, it is only after about 100,000 miles that such
problems will et in, assuming the car hasn't been t00 abused.

noteven painted under the wings’ he told us.

doors,sils and
surface!

And that's just

Post-1996 cars have that
three gears plus an overdrive top, so lose some petint
peppyenthusias nfavour o more relved higher speeds

likely to show
trouble, s it's where any water, mud or saltloves to collect. Other areas.
9

something to consider if you're looking for a

offers low speed fun.

surface point to arg Oh, Lit
qoes as well, behind the wheelarch where itjoins to the iner wing. Ifa
visual check doesn't show up anything, loo forsigns of water maling it
fitted to Minis, but
you can get them for these models from some specialists.
While you'e at the front, look too at the valance, around the bottom
i Ast

The ‘s

but by the time of the Rover Cooper, it was a lfestyle vehicle...
with suitable interior to match. Some variants even feamred full
leather and a walnut dashboard, although cloth a

plas(l( ‘was more usual. There's ttle to worry Sboutith the

- mainly because there's very it actually in the
interiors - and practically

the windscreen rubbertself..f it starts to perish, it will et water start

when it rains.

I inthis

new
or secondhand. However, leather

hank (and

st
more to put right than the lower-spe Specific

things to look at include sagging seats - replace or upgrade ~

sills ook at the

lem, caus
around the bulkhead-mounted fusebos or  battry prone to
jumping around because it sn't properly secured in place inside

up with either.
Insic

out
the linings ofthe storage bins in the back.If you're unlucky, you may

you
of the cabin. ifting the carpets

cone

ulev\y comfortable rlde ﬁam  any modern Cooper. They bounce

Randing.
Ifthe
then allis notwell.Possible reasons are tyres past their best or
damaged suspension as a result of having hit a kerb - the radius
arms at the rear and the tie rods at the front can be affected by such

petl (ank Oh the boot e, lookat the flor to,especillythe comes
nge panel, valance:
and ﬂoor meet up.Water gets trapped herethariks o th rear bumper

Some of the Coopers had major wheelarch extensions to

balljoint wear s another lkely but plastic?
check, you'l need u can i
rockthe front wheelstop to bottom.Theres alsothe possi frerall

accident twisted fora Mi t Well, that's true, but inferior
oneach d items.

often shorter from hi

If, when going xmund a ugm comer, you hear a clicking from
the front wheels, then it's likely that the CV joints are on their way
out. It happens quite a loton these carein ot they're almosta
service consumable!

Cars fitted with Rover's Sports Pack - which swapped 12-inch
wheels for 13-inch ones - don't handle as well those with the
smaller ones. They can be prone to

q
ing together in the same sentence.

Transmission

tiherer, ke sl ony

don'tfind s

surfaces. just something to be aware of during your test drive. If
youreal vant he aty Mini experience though,you can evn i
10-inch wh you'downsi

tof;
allhougmhe rear drums an start o corode yoosd whv\e while pads

see that the car pulls up straight and true as a matter oheouse
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Accessories and Extras

Minis have been customised right from their birth, and Rover
Coopersae certalnly no exceptlon. I fact, I anything. they e
likely to be among the most modified of all M

Rover offered a lot of accessories through dealers. e
were John Cooper parts that could be purchased too. Bolt-on
bits don't affect value, and in some instances can positvely
enhance a car, but make sure any changes have been carried
out professionally, and if the car has been tuned to go faster,
make sure that any necessary safety mods have been done too.

HISTORY

Contacts
clubs
p
b
b Tek 01534
W Mini-Cooper Register.Tel: 01580 763975 o www.minicooperorg

"BWini-Cooper Club. Tek:020 7515 7173 or wwwiminicooperclub.com

ot of specialists too. Some of them are...
i Hert

Oxon.Tek:01993 It

Mini-Minor 7 ded

W Henley Classic Mini Oxon. Tek: 01189 722568 or www henleyclassicminis com
W Minisport, Lancs.Tk:01282 778731

W MossE tonwide. Tel:020 8867 811e:

Warrington Tel:01925.

finding themselves unofficially used for motorsport.

3ok metocouk

1961

e IBankGalage,Nm!o\k Tel: o esis
John Cooperofthe e suggests to Alec lsx\gmns thata W
nce, m
B 5p inderland.Tk: 0191 567 5051 or
s engi iablef
September 1961. W Miniman, ast Midands Tl:01564 770516 or wwwminiman.com
1963 The first Min-Cooper Jizie
and boasting 107 1cc variant o the A-seris engine. P e
Wilts Te::01249721421
o i i B Mini Speed, Surrey. Tel: 01932 400567 or www.minispeed.co.uk
g

purposes.
1971 Only the 1275cc Cooper s leftin production by the dawn of the

rational

fon replaces t with the less sparkling Clubman-based 1275 GT.
Joh

Cooper for every Mini-Cooper sold.

How much?
"

within
Rover Coopers e o, thercore, 1 pin down lues using ane
articularly

d nice,usually later examples of Rover Mini Coopers have onel for up
times, but around £4000 should be adequate to
e tpe. fyou wanta cheap
M 7 e
the MG Metro thecsand ko I8yt b e thr e sy st prce
X Verdict
The Minis plusses - and minuses - are well known by most
1991 John Cooper ptoTsbhp.The ot win :‘hebﬂovel(unpers youare geting the
s . of the bree
Pl y
the Cooper 1.3 and the Cooper 5.

point Tuekinjected ones,and wed e hiosdecoit S i

1994 The Mini-Coof

30th anniversary of Paddy Hopkirk' win on the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally.
figh

Butuhataiet ouroun choics S imponni o ick one where the
find!

Rallye Monte Carltick
200 follows in uly with gunmetal alloy wheels

further batch of

1995 Interior improvements are carried out acrossthe range.
1996 Mini Coopers - Rover has now forgorten about the hyphen despite it
1961 i

, the level of
Ttz thoughkeep that under check, and there are ew other

onthe

roads at g peeds, and

hich

the bane of e bec
thing ofthe past. i

g Oh,and

o b T
1997,

Insurance quote

Fora 1993 Rover Mini-Cooper, valued at £4500, based in
Peterborough
B Fully comp, £165 for a 29-year-old, two years'NCB, 10,000 miles,
only car, kept on driveway, club memt
W Fully comp, £82 for a 50-year-old, full NCB, 3000 miles, second car,

hr e
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from a spire nut to a bodyshell

MINOR TO MAJOR
PARTS & MG, Mini
TRIUMPH, MX-5...

Free catalogues: 0800 281 182

“'Thanks once again for your help on the parts front. There's no way
the car would be running without the great availability of Moss spares

and excellent customer service!
Mr H. Ritchie, Canada.

— www.moss-europe.co.uk

London Bradford Bristol Manchester
020 8867 202({ 01274 539 999 N 0117 923 2523 . 0161 480 6402




MORRIS MINOR

Donit be too worried about a scruffy interior. Practically
everything is available, either new or secondhand,
especially for the later cars, wAth replacement trim
done by companieslike Newton Commercial.
Headlining on the Series MM and 2k s
difficultto find these _ days

though, thanks to
being made

from now
obsolete
Rexine.

Two engine types were originally fitted to the Minor - although you might find that
other types have subsequently been modified to fit, up to and including the Rover
V8. Parts for the original sideval 1948-1953) butno
such worries centre around the venerable old A-series. On both engines, look for
blue smoke on start up and under acceleration, and have a look for signs of water
mixing with the ofl and vice versa, suggesting a blown head gasket or, even worse,
a cracked block
Sidevalve: While the 918cc engines were good enough for their era, theyre rather
pedestrian and asthmatic these days, and a ot of higher speed use willtake its toll
Its vital that the cooling system is well-maintained, as there's no water purny
(things are operated by thermosyphon principle), and if sludge s allowed to build
up, it will cause overheating. Thus, the coolant should have been changed
regularly. It tricky to adjust the tappets on these cars, which can lead to the

exhaust valves burning out, 5o if the top end sounds ck /ou have been warned!

A-series: These engines have a great reputation, and even if the worst comes to the worst, they are easily fixable, usually for pesnits.

Because the 803cc unit has to work hard, it usually doesn't last as long as its 948cc or 1098cc siblings, but it quite common for

aliest engnes to have been replaced by later more powerfulunits by now afte they ve gone bang. Don' expet qule! operation a5 iy

A-series doesn't do quiet. Noisy timing chains and worn valve gear are pects - but easily

the noises are coming from deeper within.

Specification
Car is Mir is Mi ries 2 Morris Minor 1000 Morris Minor 1000
Year 1948-1953 1952-1956 1956-1962 19621971
Engine 918cc 4-cyl sidevalve 803cc 4-cyl OHV 948cc 4-cyl OHV 1098cc 4-cyl OHV.
BHP/RPM 27.
Top speed 60mph 62mph 75mph 77mph
0-60mph Slowly, oh so slowly 52.5secs 30secs. 24.2secs
Gearbox All models: Four-speed manual
Consumption  36-40mpg. 36-40mpg 37-44mpg. 36-42mpg
. Fers sl v

pti leaf springs
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The Minor has gone beyond being a mere classic car, and is now practically part of the fabric of Britain's
consciousness. RICHARD GUNN looks at buying the world’s most famous poached egg....
without getting a broken one

Well, the good news s that all of the outer panels just bolt on
and off again...which makes it easier to deal with the fact that,
actually, Mortis Minors do rust a fair bit. After a they were cheap
Britsh cars aimed at the masses, and it was probably never
envisaged that so many of them would be surviving into the 215t

You can probably expect some axle whine. Yes, it does mean the
differential is wearing out, but no, it doesn't mean that failure is
imminent. Sometimes, they can go on like that for years! And even
when replacementis called for it not exactly that diffcult

Trunnion and bush wear is common, especially if new trunnions
have been fitted to old kingpins. Try to get evidence that both have contury. Fortunately though, the facthatso many have done
been replaced at Assuming all for the later
nipples have been lubricated every thousand miles or 5o, problems cars, to put right what has gone wrong on a Minor, if necessary.
should be few and far between...although if the greasing has been Start your tinworm exploration at the front wings, which tend to
skipped, the threaded pin can pull out of the threaded trunnions goat their rear edge plus around the headlamps. Wings can easily
and cause the front suspension to collapse. Nasty! With the car be bought new - well, accept for lowlight ones - and don't cost
jacked up, you can get some idea of whether the trunnions and 100 much. You should also check the rear ones carefully as well
bushes are worn by seeing how much the wheels can be rocked, ‘These like to rust towards their bottom edges, as well as around
top to bottom. Anything excessive s...well, excessive. the piping. Other areas to be checked for superficial corrosion

mdude the bottoms of the doors, the bootlid edge and, from
Transmission

, the inner wings and he rear
wings bolt on.
Finished yet? Not by a long shot. I you open the door, and the

" . hinge pillar seems to flex, then it points to corrosion at ts base. It
If the car jumps out of gear when lifting off after acceleration, may ot be easy to'see, but il be there
thegeatbax s on ts way out. The same thing apples In the Onto the sills, which are surprisingly complicated constructions,
event of noise from first and reverse gears as well...although
the boxes stil have the ability to go on for ages. With the 803cc
cars, the conical spring on the lever has been known to break
easily, which means engagement of the ratios will become

given how simple the rest of the car is. That means that they e
often just patched up with cover sill (or those shiny stainless

tricky and the synchromesh cones - which are made of brass

- can wear out too, The 1098cc transmissions are known to

steel trims) while corrosion continues unchallenged underneath.
You can get some idea of this area’s integrity by squeezing the
carpet-covered box section at the base of each door shut..and

be pretty tough and reliable, but second gear synchromesh

islikely to wear out before the others on higher mileage cars.

Clutch judder - f it there - can usually be blamed on a worn

if there's any give, its not a good sign. Another check to do s
tolift the carpets and have a look under the seats at the central
or broken steady bar or a less than tight steady cable between
the gearbox and the crossmember.

<mssmember As this s structural, corrosion here will have to
Chassis

t eventually, and ' likely to be pricy to do so. Look
t therestof thefoor 00 especially in a convertible - with

It's the underneath where these cars are liable to deteriorate

most, unseen by owners who polish the rest of the car

particular regard to how secure the metal s around the front seat
perfection every Sunday. Look at the two chassis rails either side

mountings.
Open top cars have their own problems of course, because
structural problems can cause the car to sag. If the doors are
difficult to close, then this is likely to be the reason why. It's
quite common for saloons to have been converted into, um,
convertibles, which is allwell and good, assuming tha the proper
strengthening has been carried out. a\lhough they will be wov(h
of the engine. They rot, or are bodged, and although they can percent thing. Look for pl
be put right,it’s a complex operation that won't come cheap. As oFine B post nd double rength boxing lates s proof tat an
with many old classics, the forward rear spring mountings are ex-saloon i tough enough. If you're wondering just how to tell if
often vulnerable to tinworm, and should be checked to see how aMinor  then p h:
strong they are, as should the flat panel underneath the boot chassis prefix.
catch, which often rots. And finally, Travellers, where the state of the wood is vital, s it's
From inside the engine bay, look at the tops of the inner wings not just there for display. Discolouration of the ash is something to
(where the nuts for the wing bolts are), plus the tie plates at be cautious of, asis soft, pitted or painted woodwork. To put wood
the bottom of the bay, bulkhead comers and the crossmember right on one of these means practically dismantling the rear half of
‘dovin Belowithé radiator. the car. Which isn't a task you want to take on lightly.

Parts prices

plus £25.00 surcharge

 Duplex timing chain kit %
lead free cylinder head  £165.00

plus £100.00 surcharge

Water pump, Unipart £23.42
Gearbox,reconditioned £27500
surcharge

plus £85

1098cc clutch kit
Front brake drum

cc front brake shoe kit
Exhaust system, stainless st
Fuel tank
Fuel pump
Carpet set, 1098cc saloon

£165.00
£59.00

Front wing, heritage,
Front wing, pattern,
Upper trunnion kit,
Swivel pin, reconditioned,
with trunr
plus £25.00 surcharge

ar leaf springs, ive eaf, £2600
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Contacts

Clubs
M Moris Minor Owners'Club, PO Box 1098, Derby, Derbyshire, DE23 82X, Tel:
01332291675 (8- ok

Leadbetters, Lancs.Tel:01257 275314 or wwwleadbettersoflancashie.couk
W Woodies, West Sussex.Tel: 01243 783660 or wwwmorriswoodwork couk
B MGM Spares, Derbys, Tel: 01942 820181 or www.mgm-spares.couk
8 Charles Wore's Morris Minor Centre, Bristol.Tek: 0117 3003754
or wwwmorrisminororg.uk
Oxf

rshi

W Moris Minor LCV Register. Tek 0121 422 1334 or wwwminorlcvreg.tk

Specialists

those classic car speci dontcater
for the Morris Minor. But here goes..

e
ot WorCenre et 3 Somerset Tek 01580 200203 or

0 Grumeys Mors Minrs, Oordshie. Te 0865 32628
u Parts Centre of Tel:0208543 2264

Db Sl Gk

oy, Cleveland. Tel: 01642 723400 or www.tomroy.couk
u Mlnun(e UK, Rutland. Tel: 01572 755022

Minor Centre South West, Comwall. Tel:01425 461241

Eostvorhr Mors inor Yrks 1o 01482 647123
W Minor Services, Cambs Tek: 01353 662485
M Minor Medics, Bucks.Tel:01908 510736
Lond

W More Spares, Essex.Tel: 01992 o
st Sussex Minors East Sussex.Tel: 01580 200203
W Minor Developments, Worcs.Tel:01562 747718

HISTORY

at o 5q

togeth

the carfe

B London Minor Centre, Lond
W Essex Suffolk Morris Services, Essex. Tel: 01206 542039

BT par Gy o Yok e 012 0530
 Mor
 Hioggy Factr, Shops Tk nwszevesé! 00371545

How much?

d

throughout the est ofth
secret from Moris boss Lord Nuffeld...who would later referto tas“a
poached egg:

P pe but bearing in i P

vea:h CRinen ul SO RO

1948
atthe Earl's Court Motor Show as a two-door saloon and a tourer. Largely.

lmpmved (hewsmms andwonh in lif. il the good news is mn,

extrafour idth, added at

ol d blanki

Minor s kel obe wwh

the bonnet
i pers.The all-new - well except

1950 The hesclamps,nally down b theside fthe gl are moved to
theto
four-door model s introduced too.

A

mo el 100s s consirsbly cheaperand to be honest,even
easier to lookafter.

1952 «
‘and Morrs. Austin finds iself at the top o the tree, and one of the irst

) van and
premium, but s the open top cars that you'l really have to spend the

actions o
Mortis Mi th

by
bitter rivalnto the.

s engine bay.
1953 The Minor ds - iteral Traveler

Verdict

estate and, for commercial users, the van and the pick-up versions. The first
rubber

to be had against the M it may
e the Ford Mondeo of classic cars - so numerous are they and so

headlamps mounted on the top.

utitis b
e e e e e
long with cars ke the d the a

plus a new interior with a centre speedometer. ~ the Moris Minor practically
industry.
1000, I Other hich to buy?
h al any. ith their pre-war-
wings and a larger back window. based i i

1960 The milionth I celeb
350 two-door models arefinished with ilac paint, white tim and special
badges.

1962 h,
size to 1098cc, which gives 48bhp, rather more than the 27.5bhp the car
originally sarted out with.

a1 Forthose going o inorownenhip forthe st tme,a 10%6cc

whm 1o expectand at the many and vried cub events,you an work
up an appetitefor the other models within the range ~ the convertibls,

fterwards. For,tul Morris M ffe than
g a.
ign, with better Jovebox id: i
1969 Convertibles disappear from the catalogue. Insurance quote
s the saloon G proepen rmep

version i dropped.
1971 The final non-commercial Minor to be constructed i a Traveler
However,in December, a Minor van i builtfor the Post Offce. Aftr t has

Peterborough
W Fully comp,£119.00for a 23-year-old,two years'NCB, 10,000 mile,only car,
kept on driveway,club member
3 i

1,619,857 of all
types buit.
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OWNERS CLUB

Over 12,000 members already enjoy the
benefits of belonging to THE Club for
Morris Minor Owners and Enthusiasts

YOU COULD JOIN TOO!

Look what's on offer for an annual subscription
of only £24.00 (UK rate)
high quality bi-monthly magazine “Minor Matters”
@ Preferential insurance with a number of annual mileage
options including a YOUNGER DRIVER SCHEME.
® Discounted RAC membership
‘® Discounted travel with ‘Ferry Travel Club’
® Technical advice, including telephone ‘hotline” and help with
cation of spares
® Regalia via Mal Order or at major Club events
® Access to a nationwide network of local branches
@ Full programme of Rallies and Social Events
® Internet facilities
@ Club Office with a 24 hour answerphone
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE
TELEPHONE: 01332 291675

or FAX: 01332 290661
or you may join on-line via the Club's secure website
wWww.mmoc.org.uk

T’HBE MORRIS“MINOR MILLENNIUM COMPANY LTD

The Minor Millennium runs on Unleaded
Fuel and has Upgraded Electrics

!

ON OUR UNIQUE
CARS FOR SALE

Two door Saloons

Four door Saloons

Vans and
Pick-ups

CAR SALES, RESTORATIONS, PARTS & SERVICE
Al vehicles now tax exempt over 25 years.

Opening hours: 8am till 6.30 pm. Saturday 9 am to 12.30 pm

FAX OR PHONE 0161 861 8559

213 UPPER CHORLTON ROAD,
MANCHESTER V16 OBH

he Hill Motor Com,

SURREYS OLDEST
ESTABLISHED MORRIS
MINOR SPECIALIST
Proprietor:

Alan R. W. Hill

o

The Paddocks, Gambles Lane,
Ripley Nr. Guildford, Surrey

We have been Servicing, Repairing,
Restoring and Supplying Parts for Morris
Minors in Surrey for over 15 years.

Our experienced workforce can
expertly carry out any job however
large or small.

Whether you require a fanbelt or a total
restoration we would be pleased to give
your Morris our personal attention.

For all your requirements please
phone 01483 222258

CHARLES WARE’S MORRIS
MINOR CENTRE rounpep 1976

The Morris Minor is
b\

now 60 years old.

For over half its life
we have served its
cause as the world’s
leading specialist.

*FREE ADVICE
To buyers, selers and
restorers.

Wi 5 Al
INFORMATION
AND FREE BROCHURE
0117 3003 754
*CARS FOR SALE .
From a safe and reliable

PARTS
work horse to an as new 0117 3003 753

example.

FAX 0117 3003 769
* RESTORATION ALL DEPARTMENTS
From a simple oil change .

toa total rebuild - staged
to suit your budget.

« PARTS

The best range of parts
in the UK. Our famous.
illustrated catalogue has
sold over 100,000 copies
£6.00 including p&p.

Charles Ware's Morris Minor

Centre Limi
20 Clothier Road, Brislington,
Bristol BS4 5PS
You can E-mail us on:
morris.minor@ukonline.co.uk
and please visit our website at:
http://www.morrisminor.org.uk




MORRIS OXFORD /COWLEY

T

“Generally, the B-series is a very good engine;” says Phil Green of Earlpart...and he’s right, for the B-series was (and is) a tough old thing
capable of standing up to a lot of abuse. Its later use in the MGB (albeit in larger form), means that parts availability is quite impressive
for a humble car of this age.

So it's the usual things you should look out for most of all, such as blue smoke from the exhaust indicating worn bores (if there's
smoke under acceleration) or valve stem seals past their best ift's on the overrun. Expect the engines to be noisy with tappets and some
timing chain rattle - it’s what they do - but any other unexplained noises should give cause for concern. Fortunately, there's an oil
pressure gauge on all the cars...for which you should look for around 50 to 60psi when cruising. Expect it to go down to about 10-15psi
atidle

“Lead free running doesn't do these cars a lot of good believes Phil. “Especially f you do a lot of miles. It's best to get a lead-free head
for real peace of mind- Fortunately, Earlpart has these in stock, at £247.93 exchange, including VAT. Or, if you want to go the whole hog,
a lead-free engine is £938.83 exchange, including VAT. He recommends fitting a lower temperature thermostat though.

Which brings us rather nicely to temperatures. These engines can run hot."Overheating is often caused by radiators being gunked up
or head gaskets going? says Phil's colleague, Kevin Eyre. “Of course, i’s the overheating that causes the head gasket to go” His advice is
to keep an eye on the temperature gauge during any test drive.

Oil leaks are pretty much an accepted part of ownership with these cars. “The front timing case seal is felt rather than rubber” says
Kevin. "Which means they drop oil. It generally only tends to happen when they're standing though. They can be modified with later
engine parts to accept rubber seals...assuming you can find the parts.

Specification

Car Morris Oxford Series 2 Morris Cowley 1200 i Series 3 Morri: i Traveller

Year 1954-1956 1956-1958 1956-1959 1957-1960

Engine size 1489cc 4-cyl OHV 1200cc 4-cyl OHV. 1489¢c 4-cyl OHV. 1489¢c 4-cyl OHV.

BHP/RPM

Top speed 73mph 65mph 73mph 76mph

0-60mph 29.0secs 37.5secs. 39.3secs 29.9secs

Gearbox 4-speed manual 4-speed manual 4-speed manual 4-speed manual
atic semi automatic_or

e i 26mpg 29mpg 29mpg 26mpg

Suspension All models: Front: torsion bars, wishb tel shock absorbers.

Rear: Live axle and half-elliptic leaf springs, telescopic shock absorbers.
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Holding the middle ground for Morris during the Fifties was the Oxford and Cowley range, the first
mainstream use of the B-series engine. RICHARD GUNN looks at what might go wrong with that unit.
as well as the rest of the car. Expert help comes from Kevin Eyre and Phil Green of Earlpart

On earler cars, you'l find a column-mounted gearchange,
while the later (Oct 1958) cars onwards sported conventional
floor-mounted levers. The latter s far easier to use than the
former, usually because of wear in the complicated linkage
of the column system. However, that can be put right.
Synchromesh tends to go with age.

e, Kevin Eyre sounds a note of caution about oil
levels. Lok for leaks on the seals. The rear seal is felt, then
a rubber item...and this can let oil past” Other than that,
the only other thing he flags up is split gearbox mountings,
something that also strikes the engine mountings as well.

The two-pedal Manumatic semi-automatic system was a rare
beast, and not that popular when new. Parts for the system are
very difficult to get hold of...but its quite unlikely you'l come:
across a car employing this system.

Differentials don't usually play up...although it is quite
common to it parts from an A0 Farina or MGB to make the
carfeel somewhat less strained at higher cruising speeds.

While wood is absent - these are just minor Morrises after
all -you will find leather in se on the upholstery in Oxfords.
Cowley owners had to make do with just PVC. Seats are
resilient enough, although you me wear and
tear after 50,010 yeors, with slts down the seams often quite
common. Leather will obviously cost more to put right man
just PVC if a retrim is required, and it the sort of exper
hat youl never gt back f you sell the car nice 2 may look.

The painted dashboards can get chipped, and damage to
the oval-shaped plastic that surrounds the instruments on
Series 3 cars is quite common too.

There isn't much in the way of trim available, so buy a car
with the best interior you can find or be prepared to spend
your time hunting high and low at autojumbles.

Don't forget to try all the electrical tems out. Not that there are
t00 many to play with, but dodgy earths, bad connections and
previous amateur-ish attempts at rewiring can all cause things
0 stop working. Modern drivers don't notice semaphores at
the best of times...even when they are working when they
should!

Bodywork

These cars are very well-buiit...in fact, over-engineered is

a reasonable way of describing them. Their metal was very
thick which meant that they managed to resist rust rather
well for years. However, given that many decades have passed
since these cars were new, rust is inevitable, and its probably
highly unlikely that you'l find a completely original example
that hasn't been restored in some way. Which is probably

just as well, as factory panels are now extremely scarce for
these cars...although thanks to the Hindustan Ambassador’s
continuing existence, t's possible to get Indian-buil bits. They
may need some fettling to et them to ft, and make sure you
don't end up with ones featuring the modern MINKish front
end. Unless you want your Oxford or Cowley to look really
different...

Because of the integral strength of the monocoque, there
arentt that many places that rust badly, although you should
get down underneath to check out the chassis legs, especially
where the front ones join the transverse crossmember. It’s
sppromatelyunder the front sea

metic corrosion i ikely in the front wings, where the
Iexdmg pencind gileavsp, an scruinise st the
as well
0. The ot asy brecds o, and from here, it can
spread to the neighbouring inner and outer sll, floorpan and
front wing.

At the back, the rear wheelarches like to go, usually around
the area close to the rear doors. Evenif no problems are
immediately apparent, check for signs of filler

As for floorpans, apart from the afore mentioned spot
around the sils the rear seat pressing also suffers, thanks to the
sloping floor which makes a handy water trap.

You should have a look in the boot, just to check that all
is wel, although you probably won't encounter too much of
concern.

Look at the bottom of the doors...and then open the
quarterlights. These often deteriorate underneath their frame,
and, in extreme conditions, the glass can fall out completely.
‘Thankfully, unlike on Morris Minor Travellers, the wood on early
estates isn' that important to the structural integrity of the
ar...although, obviously, buy the best you can if you don't
want the cost of renewing the timber.

Brakes

Simple drum brakes all around shouldn't display many faults.
just check to see if they re working as they should. And if
theyre not, don't bother about it too much, as any rectification
should be a pretty straightforward and inexpensive ot

Suspension & steering

‘The suspension is conventional enough, albeit dotted with
ples that need greasing every 1500 miles. If this isn't done,
wear will s00n set in, resulting in new trunnions and kingpins
being required. According to our Earlpart experts, “Everything
else is just routine maintenance”

You should expect quite sharp steering, as a rack and pinion
system was employed to point the car. If the car wanders, then
further investigation is needed, either for the above reasons o
to check f the steering rack tself is worn.
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MINOR TO MAJOR
PARTS & MG, Mini
TRIUMPH, MX-5...

Free catalogues: 0800 281 182

“'Thanks once again for your help on the parts front. There's no way
the car would be running without the great availability of Moss spares

and excellent customer service!
Mr H. Ritchie, Canada.

— www.moss-europe.co.uk
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Parts prices
Al parts from Pugspares.co.uk and

mator £10810
Airflow meter, 1.9 GTI £
Brake caliper

Brake disc, vented, high

performance, 1.9 GTI

Brake pad set, 19 GTI,

Cabriolet hood, CTI

Ignition lead set
Radiat

Rear bumper

Shock absorber, front
Torsion bars, pair

Water pump, 19 GTI
Wheel bearing kit, 1.9 GTI

look at the identity plate - which
you'lfind at the offside back of the engine. A 1.6 engine will begin with XUSJ, while
the 1.95 start XU9JA. If you want further proof, look between the sump and the

b i

Kee ese cars..its
the dffrence between th ikenood of 60000 les and 100000+ p\us miles before
‘major work s required. Camshaft wear and valve gear problems are likely to be the
‘main problems encountered, with clattering from the top end and biue smoke from
behind the respective signs of trouble. However, on any high mileage car, you should
expect some valve noise. just because these aren't really high tech engines. 19 engines seem to be less long-|

Keep an eye on the temperature gauge. On high mileage examples, these can clog up, with the result that the car tends to overheat. il
replacements are cheap enou

Cambelts should be changed every 36,000 miles. If one snaps, it will wreck the engine, and it a wise precaution to replace it upon buying
acar unless it has been done very recently. You never know..and it not very expensive to do.

Oilleaks are most common from failed crankshaft seals, at the side of the engine. Putting these right means taking the engine out. ou
exiting on the front left of the block, where it meets the head, means a failed head gasket around the main oilfeed. Rectifcation me:
taking the head off.

Ao 0 fuelnection. Which, being Bosch doesn' suffer 0 much i the way f problems but does need an expert o put it ight
does gu wrong ancein  blue moon A flerng or . but coul o just blocked breather hoses.
forisif. dard air filter has been fitted. If the airflow meter hasn't been

Eas
.mnbmed this an cause uoning pwblems

/ant something simple? Ok roblems. which can b resolved by just wiping leak in the distributor
housing. Yes, it reall i that basic. oc:as:onallyl

car 205GTI 16 205GTI16 205GTI19 205GTI19 Is there a knocking that sounds like a worn
Year 1984-1986 1986-1991 19861991 19911994 Cjoint? It might not be..and could be a

Enginesize 15804yl OHC 1580 4-cylOHC 19054-cylOHC 1905 4-cylOHC  bearing about to goin the differentia.If that
happens, it can actualy spit the gearbox

BHP/RPM 105@6250 115@6250 1306000 12286000 Caing with the resul that a new one s
Topspeed 120mph 122mph 123mph 122mph needed. Obviously, replacing the bearing
0-60mph 8.6secs 8.6secs 7.8secs 8.0secs before this happens is the best option.
e A o el Difficult gear changes are often little

. more than worn bushes in the linkage, most
(< 30mp: 30m, 28mpg 28mpg that are used a lot
Suspension _All models: rmnmndepenaem by MacPherson struts, ol springs, around towns. Clutch cables can tend to get
i thtrailing arms  Stiffwitha lot of use resulting in awkward
and transverse torsion bars, lrallmg arms, reles(op‘c dampers, anti-roll bar changes and judders between ratios.
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Where once there was the Volkswagen Golf GTi, by the mid-Eighties there was the Peugeot 205 GTI, ruling
the roost of small European hot hatches. RICHARD GUNN goes through the catalogue of what to look for
when you're Pug hunting

French cars share something of ther Italian counterparts’
reputation for dodgy electrics, and although the 205 is pretty
good in this respect, it does suffer from some foibles, most
notably damp, which attacks the terminals and corrodes
connections. Finding out just where the fault lies can be a
time-consuming task, and it won't be helped if amateurs have
been messing with the wiring to add in extra accessories.
something that happens quite a lot on modified GTls.

ok at the driving lights, set under the front bumper. These
rarely survive intact, and once they're broken, the housings
start to rust away. Headlamps often get affected by damp,
resulting in the glass becoming unstuck. The result - albeit an
extreme one - is that the glass can fall out completely.

If the engine dle fluctuates when a ot of electrical
equipment s turned on, it's liable to be a faulty or overloaded
alternator.

From 1990, convertibles had electrically operated hoods.
These only work with the engine off and the ignition on. Rather
bizarrely t0o, the oil warning light needs to be working. A

tivity is usually down to just a faulty or dirty oil pressure
sensor, but do make sure you check. You don't want to be
saddled with a conver here you can't put the hood down
or, worst still, up again!

Bodywork

Because these are cars that are often driven - shall we say -
somewhat fruitly, accident damage can be a real issue. Thus stand
back at frst, just to see how the car looks in general. What are

the panel gaps like? Are there any ripples? Is everything straight?
You can back up any suspicions by looking at the rear hatch,

back bumper and boot floor, as when these cars do go off the.
road, it’s usually backwards. Cracks on the body above the rear
and

they're often disguised by filer

One way of telling whether or not a car has had any work done
atthe front i to look at the bonnet slam panel - that's the bit just
above the grile This was left unfinished by the factory, but f it has
been replaced, it will probably now be body-coloured.

Being Eighties and Nineties cars, ust isn't as much of an issue
as it would be with an older car, but seeing as the earliest cars are
now in their Twenties, it does need to be checked for. Lok around
the rear screen, where corrosion often sets n after spreading out
from behind the glasswork towards the bottom of the panel, a
well 3 the sl where i meets the back wings. Athough youshould

the fueltank butts up aganst 1, ks unintentionally reating a
great little grot trap. Door bottoms (which should be protected
by anti-chip paint if the car s original) and rear arches are also
inworm, orflle used to hide such. Look around

On the 16, cloth was used on the seats while more affluent 1.9
t that good

aquality dspits with ot of se. I
onp dels. i ps and
the door bins are often damaged by careless use of feet.

Ifthe car youre looking at has a sunroof, then check around
it,and the area of the interior directly below. f the drainholes
become blocked, it can result in damp getting inside the car,
which will cause further problems with the trim, as well as
introduce the ikelihood of corrosion in the roof.

 You should it the rear seat 0 ook at whats happemng wvlh

It a prime spot for

goesunnon(ed
Windows can be dificult to wind down..but usually, al these

4
the headlamps t00..25 water often gets trapped behind these. The
front wings are usually only vulnerable to corrosionif they have
been replaced at some time - there should be sealer in the seam
between the inner and outer front wings, which often gets omitted
if work i carried out, thus allowing grot to collect here.

Bonnets are prone to stonechips - but they don't usually turm
torust unless there are a ot of them all clustered together - and
boots can start to corrode inside, thanks to water getting in
through the locks.

(tforget to check th he
hood, and pay close attention to the plastic rear window, as it
often cracks.

205 GTIs are popular cars for modifiers to wreak their own worst
on.Ifth d IL..then g

will require i
of use.

d the value of if
Peugeot Mil6 or Citroen BX Tl 16-valve engine has been fitted.
But be wary of amateurish attempts to tart a car up. If it doesn't
look good, it probably isn't

Brakes

1.9 cars with handbrakes that don't work are often quite
common, thanks to the cable operated cam seizing in place.
1t quite a lengthy job to put right, as well as an MoT failure
of course.
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For the last two years of the GTIs lfe, power steering was an
option, but while i’ a handy thing to have, cars that don't have it
aren't exactly heavy-handed. GTI suspension can wear ts bushes
out if used enthusiastically, with clonking from the front pointing
to worn wishbone bushes or bottom balljoints. Drop links on the

Contacts
s

M Club Peugeat UK, tel: 01604 862369 or wwwiclubpeugeotukorg
W Peugeot Gl Autosport Club, tel: 07079 356002 or ww.peugeot-gtinet
M Peugeot Sport Offcial Owners Club,tel 0845 6443107

WLAD Mot

antirol bar also cause the same sympton if they re past their best.
Out of al of these, s to

Pevgeotarts Winbldon.To 020 6241 2055 arwiupeugeotprsng

known to seize q jand
that will mean an entire new back axle ifit happens. Try lfting the
rear of the car to see if the suspension moves. I it doesn', then it
likely that a bearing - or both of em - are about to expire. A car
sitting down low on one side points to the same thing. A creaking
noise can point to imminent problems. although it may also be
amuch-less scary shock absorber signalling it s getting near the
end ofitsffe.

We havent finished with the back wheels yet They should lean
slightly inwards at the top. f a car has hit a kerb with some force
though, they probably won't.and the stub axle pins will need
replacing, Think that's it? Not a bit of it The mounting blocks can
also break, which will mean the handiing goes to pot. Sadly, the
only way to find this out s to |ack me carup and check the aea,

"

W Pug Spares, online. Saewwwpug parescouk
Autofive, Cheshie.Tel: 01606 782555 or wwwautofive couk

W Dean Hunter, Yorkshire. Tel:01977 677887

W Neat Autos, Middlesex Tek: 01895 907050 or wwnw partsdpeugeot.com
G Parts, nationwik

‘wwwgsicarparts com

How much?

Ordinary 2055 can be picked up for pennies these days. 10 years
out of production has dropped them through the floor into bargain
R AT S G S o TR 2
2good one

. the 05 Gl is il held n i y many

something the current
Aithough,of course, f thecar handing I b his 15 mmethlng
you should suspect.

And finally,is the spare wheel there? On 2055, it i carried
underneath the boot..and easily stolen by thieves Yes, it really
does happen! Especially on cars with nice alloys.

HISTORY

1983 The Peugeot 104 - the French car firms innovative supermini,
around since the early Seventies and also badged as a Citroen and a
Talbot
205 modelThspertly handsome rontwheel-dive car fetures

hm hatch afici on

the high side. We're not talking about mega money here, but around

£3000 or a top example s quite good sy fora 15 to 20-year-old
if

O T Pt B A e )
the grand mark.

worth a hnle
potent 19 f . with
in classic car life, th
have to pay more fo it
Verdict

‘There isn't that much difference between the 1.6 and the 1.9 GTlin
205

79bhp GT an T T16 1.8 Turbo
MZthp although a mere 200 o these are builtforrally
homologation purposes.
1984 Finall, something to challenge the Golf GTi,with the launch of
the GTl version of the 205 i February.ts 1580cc

‘powered car. They

of the twotypes, and to be honest,

ablity when compared to the 1.9.and when are you ever going to
50 above 100

Save yourself some money, and go for an unmolested, cared for and

1.6,and leave the 195 to those who

of 105bhy
prowessis afforded by its stifer three-door shell. At this stage of the
2055 life al standard cars were five-door only.

off the

G except abviouslthees ahood nsead ofati topand thusa
i t that that
seems to bother anybody too much. Later in the year comes the 1.9

Sl Do 6 O i oe sy

T geta shgm boostupto HSbhp. thanks
to using the cylinder head and valves from the 1.9 engine.

1987 Dashboards are redesigned.

1989 ~ never one of the car -is
replaced by something a ltle slicker.

1990 The fitment of a catalytic converter results in power on the 1.9
dropping to 122bhp.

1991 The CTi gets the 1.9 GTl engine, when the 1.6 model is dropped
in April Among the options now available on the GTl are air-
conditioning and anti-fock brakes.

1994 Manufacture of the 0k cm ends in Aprilso that Peugeot can

built had reached 332,942. The slandavd 205 soldiers on until 1998,
when its replaced by, logically enough, the 206.
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they are-and you won't have spent so much either

Insurance quote

Fora 16GTI based

W Fully comp, £241.00fora B
only car, kept n driveway, club mernt
B Fuly comp £12100 for 2 50 year o\d NGB, 3000 e, second
car, garaged, club member
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944

Porsche engines are usually renowned for
their quality and ability to go on forever,
and that's just the case with the 944.

# Assuming the right level of regular care,
the engines should reach 200,000 miles
with ease, with the Turbo and three-ltre
engines likely to easily sail past even this
Check to see how if the cam belt has been
changed as it should. Every 35,000 miles is
the usual period. You can check the oil
pressure from the usually reliable gauge
on the dashboard. On  warm engine, one

bar on tickover and three bar at about 2000rpm indicate an engine that s healthy enough.
Look for smoke from the rear. I there is some, then suspect worn bores, and it’s best to go
and look elsewhere, as the cylinders are Nikasil-coated. These mean that they last a long
time, but when they do go, the price tag to repair will be hefty.

Is the car vibrating on tickover? It s? Then suspect a worn engine mount, the likely candidate
being the one on the exhaust side. s it vibrating at 3000rpm? Then suspect the balancer
shaft being a little out of sorts, thanks to the timing not being done properly when new belts
were fitted.

The 2.5ltre S cars had a 16-valve engine, and these do have a major Achilles’heel. One of the
pads on the cam timing gear tensioner can become weak and, i it breaks, the engine wil
pretty much destroy itself. Replacement pads are cheap - just a few pounds. Replacement
engines arenit!

Parts prices

Al parts from Porscheshop.c
include VAT
Cam belt kit, 8v,includes.
all parts neede
Cam belt kit, 16v,includes
all parts needed,
Front pads, 1982-1989,9445,
Front discs, pair, 1982-198

ster cylinder,

s,

Engine mounting, 8v,

Full exhaust system,
stainless steel, 52,

Fuel injection airflow meter,
Plug lead set, 16v,

Reconditioned gearbox,exch,
9445 /Turbo from

Starter motor, exch,

from £237121t0
Wishbone & Ball Joint, exch,
Power steering pump, exch,

Rear shock absorber,to 1985,
Clutch ki,

Radiator manua,

Front wheel bearing kit

Specification
Car Porsche 944 Lux Porsche 944 Turbo Porsche 9445 Porsche 944 Turbo S Porsche 94452
Year 19821989 1985-1989 19861992 1988-1992 1989-1992
Enginesize  2479cc4-yl OHC  2479cc 4-cyl OHC 2479cc4-ylOHC  2479cc 4-cyl OHC 2990cc 4-cyl OHC
(2688cc from 89)
BHP/RPM 21
(165bhp from ‘89)
Topspeed  137mph 158mph 143mph 162mph 147mph
Gearbox All models: 5-speed manual or 3-speed automatic
Consumption 25mpg 22mpg 24mpg 222mpg 20/7mpg
Suspensior i ti-roll b

arm, ransverse torsion barstelescopic dampers,
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Maybe it doesn't quite have the cult of a 911 or a 928, but the Porsche 944 still makes a great sub-supercar
buy...and it comes cheaper than a lot of its siblings too. RICHARD GUNN looks into buying one.

Don't underestimate
how much it will cost
t0 replace tyres if
they're nearly worn
out The alloys ftted
as standard on these
cars were big - bigger
still on the Turbo - and
replacement rubber
isn't cheap. The Porsche
lighter than most if

alloys
aftermarket tems have been fitted, it can make the steering heavy.

Things are tough enough inside to stand up to all manner of
abuse, but some problems are likely to occur with more aging
cars. The driver's seat s prone to it bolsters wearing out after ots
ofuse and the suncossrtdothe dashboard o of oo, w.m
alot of solar
vl st newor secondan- ot o price.
Check the electrics work as they should, although to be
they don't usually go wrong. More prone to failure is the ai
conditioning, which can develop leaks. Check to see that it is
working as it should during your test drive.

It's all pretty conventional p front, with MacPherson struts and,

Bodywork

With a galvanised body, don't expect rust to be an issue with
these cars. They will stand up to a lot, and if you do come
across one showing signs of correon s more likely to be.
a pointer towards poor r ather than
quality. Which should start glng Sarm bells

However, don't assume anything. So look all over for signs
of tinworm, paying particular attention to the underneath
and looking for signs of welding as well as rust. Accident
damage is the biggest concern though ~ these cars are
often driven in ways that make unwanted trips into the
scenery highly likely - so look at the panel gaps for all-round
uniformity. Bear in mind that these are Porsches, and 5o gaps
should be typically Teutonic tight and straight. Opening
panels where the gap at one extreme is larger or smaller
than itis at another are signs to be suspicious of.

Other pointers to be aware of are repairs to the floorpan
and the inner wings - or crumpled and creased metal in
these spots - if the area hasn't been attended to, and on
metallic cars, it s hard to get good colour matches if areas
have been resprayed.

However,if you really want to search for‘naturally
occurting'rust, then look at the fuel and brake lines. Any
corrosion on brake lines should be picked up at MoT time,
but fuellines can slip by. They're more likely to deteriorate
near the tank.

You'l find either a five-speed manual or three-speed
automatic transmission on these cars, going through to a
transaxle at the rear. This gives great balance, but also can
cause problems with the torque tube that runs front to
rear. A high pitched whine from under the car points to the
bearings on these being worn...and soon, the whole rear
subframe will have to be removed to sort things out. Don't
expect this to come cheap.
Another cause of whining - both from the car and the owner
~ i the differential in the transaxle. While a lot of 944s have
and it doesn't automatically signal an imminent rebuild as
cars can soldier on for ages with this symptom, eventually
you will have to face the prospect of a replacement gearbox,
and that's about the £800 mark.
Another possible malady is a seized gear linkage, most likely
10 afflict post-1987 cars, with the culprit being a knuckle joint
above the gearbox. It not that difficult to have a garage fix
rhough but can be an annoyance.

ing an automatic car and there is a clonking

aside from balljoints on the lower
frequently, nothing gives too much trouble. However, the joints
‘make up for this - they are expensive to replace as they are an
integral part of the arm. You might have thought that things
would have got better by the time the Series 2 came along....
but youd be wrong! Because Porsche just started making them
out of alloy for these cars, meaning they're even pricier.

You can check for wear by jacking the car up and trying to rock
the wheel top to bottom - and try it with the steering on full
lock both ways, as this will make the problem easier to spot.
The rear suspension - transverse torsion bars and a transaxle
-is much more complicated...but thankfully, it pretty much
impossible to break as well. About the worst you'll encounter is
likely to be leaking shock absorbers,

noise as the drive i taken up, it points o a dodgy driv plate
- something like £400 to fix. Sill, at least this is cheaper than
a clutch on amanual car. These can be quite problematical.
The friction plate wears out, and the centre plate has rubber
instead of springs to take up the drive (except on the
Turbo). There is an inspection plate on the bell which can be
removed, and from there you can try to twist the input shaft.
I things are okay, then there should be no play. But, if the
rubber is past ts best, than expect movement of up to 30
degrees!

CV joints on the driveshafts at the rear can wear out as they
will on any car, but fortunately, these are quite cheap to put
right
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From inside a Porsche 944, before you stir the car into life,its
difficult to appreciate you're in a high performance machine.
The functional interior hardly smacks of svelte smoothness
and sportscar flash, although the long oval instrument panel
does have a certain presence to it

But once you rouse the Porsche engine into life - it may
be just a four-cylinder, but its based on premium slice off
the side the 928's VB unit 5o it hardly a slouch - the real
Porsche magic comes into play. Fuel injection and electronics
mean that the engine is compliant when it needs to be, but
delivers all the goods when required, and it does actually

Contacts

Qobs
O b e i i Gty o SRt
6Lse

mo. e pms(hedubgb com
| Margaret's Dr

hesterfield,Derbyshire, S40 45X,

Spedialists
W TWG Motorsports, Cambs. Tel:01733 332911
B Porscheshop, West Midlands. Tel: 0870 0055 911 o

feel like more than just a four, thanks to the
damping down any roughness and its inherent free-revving
abilities. The steering is very direct, and at whatever speed
you are going, there’s a ot of feedback passed back to the
driver via the steering wheel. Handling is excellent, partly
due to the sophisticated and effective suspension but
mainly down to the almost 50:50 balance thanks to having
the gearbox at the rear of the car. These are cars to drive
enthusiastically - but thankfully, with the vented disc brakes,
there's also the ability for the speed to quickly disappear
when the driver needs it to.

HISTORY

1977 Having learnt a few valuable lessons about water-cooled,
he 924 of 19 h
928, Porsche starts work on the 944. Although similar in looks to the.
928, the new Porker s actually quite different underneath, with a
new 2479cc four-cylinder engine (based on one half of the 9285 V8)
generating 163bhp. It's a definite step up from the Volkswagen van-
engined 924, but not quite as storming as the very potent 926.

1981 The 944 is unveled at the Frankfurt Motor Show, and neatly
plugsthe gap bothin power and performance, between the 524 nd
the 928, the start

- Carl Tel: 01
M Hartech Automotive, I.ancs.Y:l 07000 100944 or

M Hillcrest Specialst Cars, Berks, Tel: 01491 642911

W Camtune, Surrey and London. Tel: 08707 555911 or
www.camtune.com

W Douglas Valley Breakers (secondhand parts), Lancs.

Tel:01257 472866, 424695 or www.douglasvalley.co.uk

M BarrTech Specialist Cars, Cambs. Tel: 01223 425300

B Porsch-Apart, Lancs. Tel: 01706 824053 or wwwporsch-apart.couk

Market Trends

heap Porsche &
the 524 -butthese cas are more reasonably pried than most thanks
tothat wh

1982 Deliveries of the 944 Lux - the base model car - begin.

1985 Just as it had done with the 924 a few years previously, Pors:he
introduces turbocharging to the four-cylinder engine of the 9

The changes push the price of the 944 Turbo up into 911 !emlcry,

thing
hierarchy, with the Turbos priced quite a bil mghev ‘than the normally
aspirated cars. Granted, that premium does u extra performance,
but the 'S'models aren't that far behind ‘/EX !he financial differential is
auite marked.
Pices

for some while It! d time to
buy-lookat thefi Thatisntalot
to pay for-
Verdict

although the car does offer similar KKK K26
turbocharger, which boosts power up to 220bhp. Better suspension
and brakes arefitted to handie the extra oomph, and visually, the

proposition,
that - you know

o

Y
bumper plus a tailgate spoiler. The whole range gets a revamp, with
i P

known as Series 2s.

1986 Another new offshoot comes along in the form of the 9445
16-valve model, slotting in between the Lux and the Turbo.

1988 The 944 Turbo S sees power up to 250bhp, with a imited sip
Fepdnl 4

1989 All 944 Turbos now feature th

ot so much f you should buy a 944, but when.
A of couse, what type as wellThe Yuvlws are enemusry
tertaining,but w
above the normally aspirated examples e e ot o just starting
outand getting the
buz of the 944,a S or S2.
certainly won'tbe lacking
in entertainment value,
and

251itre engine of the Luis increased in size o 2688 (with 165bhp
on tap),although it doesn't ast very lon uperseded by
the 94452, which hasgweszﬂbhp(mm its 2990cc unit. As well as the
coupe, customers can also buy a cabriolet model.

B b
53 version of the 944. However, although the eventual shape of this
car bears a strong resemblance to what has gone before - albeit with
the pop-up headlamps now unleashed from behind covers - so much
is new that it s dubbed the 968 instead of the 94453 when unveiled
in 1992,

1995 The last of the 944 line - the of production, al

0
buy and cheaper tolook
after too. It's the Porker
wetd plump for.

Insurance quote
For a £6500 1991 Porsche 944 52 based in Peterborough
or 5515 (ith i

20-year-old two years'NCE, clean icence, 10,000 mil

drive,club member

£324 01 £298 (with C:
I, full NCB,clean 1000 mil

with the 924,
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Buyer's Datafile: Porsche Boxster

Porsche’s first attempt at a mid-engined road car since the 914 of 1969 - which wasn't the success that it had been hoping for -
was the Boxster. IAN SEABROOK discovers whether it deserves classic status

orsche has lways had abit of o 26 v thelot it e ol ot s ki oo ey
rwes hovghithat would evertualy oot prc on - performancs - the
Y Ninetles porsche again  hallraris of th famous Sesigartéompany
i e, revitedihe inated by
Two attempts to create a the at this time.Was Launched in 1996, the Boxster proved to
¢frontengined place for a be exactly the right ca for the job and sales
y andthe fitinni D i off.
Isitaclassic? productonines - anein Germany - ae drivn bychains ichshould
and one in Finland - where the vast f
Lets be honest, no it sn't  classic,  Mjority have been produced. fiming s van;a o changing e poscheston
Yet. But mark our words: this is one pressure on the orscheshop.co.uk) are
1o keep an eye on. Sure, you could What to look for? Getting to the engine can be =x(|||dmg VAT
buy a decrepit 911 for less than troublesome asit s hidden by the  Brake p £3880
10000 butwhy botherwhenyou  THSisuhere the areay beays oo butalheimportantbis e rake hadss £4880
o its e thedipstick v ccesed through Bake i fromn £48.80ea
g ust, the earboot rake discS,(ron)  £6200ea
" o Clutch kit 25) £198.00
ey b . ‘it a chest he ancil i ner £61.00ea
Sectic ool sae handing with belishouia Hadiston £13440e0
Hone of he pendulom e of | that the one you re looking at has 120,000 miles —which s a bitofa  Water pump £144.00

et atomlotabie abin g been e e o ecrad fon given the tight access.

bit modern - Porsche Il maki fully this up W Porschesh idland:
They dorfcha “"* 9'“'“" "“ poorly. 4 Tiptronic although the gear linkage  Clubs.
rice Porsche, n the wobbly
7 ‘where are two in a very un-Porsche-like manner. L Porsche Club- ovaea( Bnmn

e e B

atsout theted P “ue” " What should | pay?
Early <avx zII have the 2.5 engine i mph Whael sl ”
ety Tatsogirsiobos gt St S s Bty ol e
strongly indeed. Noweue, e ‘test track or go over to Germany to. benefit of the & i ’ d K Y' bl’w Yug t
at the time called for e‘ check f this is working, of course. E"Q;; koo 3'9:‘ i '"* '°‘ g 1 ""‘;'b! e'fﬂ wad
being the bhp- obsened;unk\exma( However, there is a manual over-ride, "OSt BOXsters is that you can easily ':I‘l:"‘:“” S e T
:’}L’)::‘,:fz‘gu'b":: ;‘"‘l‘,"z f:;’g":“’;:’ s the hood e “"",‘2‘ ;’f::;;’ |N1£n|ol Porsche |meno'$ are Boxster. Not that they are Unreiable
Aok "‘“'“ ““9“ - amanmons has felt the need
e e SoMSToC ke ey

in 2005, but that mzHy is getting far  check with the hood up is the state or drill holes in the dash to mount
g modernWetlfocusonhe 1557 of e s window, 513 s a0 e mobile phone Suchpecplere  Fyouwant o sty rof down
ng o

2003 ars. <an go fogay. jour custom.You un with  sing-song engine tha
rboresre it e e ENGINEAND s hangepiscel Tl pesckot fid
manual orfive-spee was the first latsix from Porsche to ichleads us el nt...  that s et 5t a5 exting
(although the S had a S\x SDetd feature water-cooling - mainly due ElEcrm:s Ab-ha! Perhaps asagll)anda deqres of practicality,
manualflom 1999) but otherwise, o the completiesofKeepng the i frr alElctica gremins  {he oSt s ard o bt vessome

g new €00l " can strike, 5o as well as making sure  people will hate you just because
aptonsthe aryou ae looking as well as ing, mak you are driving a Porsche, but at
twith at the time.  The heads are identical which means  sure there are no warning lights festyou can eve i the knowledge
Incidetalya e known et that there is a camshat drive at each showing - airbags did go thiough  that the Boxster s a very sol
is that the Boxster rols of two end of the engine. Thankfully, these  phase of signalling that there was _ sportscar.

3 fault although hopefully such
niges il have been eradicated
by now. By 2000 there hd been

recs o the passenger g SPECIFICATION
de-activaton,Tptronic gear selctor -
and the ignition switch, so you may Engine:

2480cc flat-six

want to check that the car you are DOHC per bank
looking at has been back to have the | Power:  201bhp@6000rpm

Torque: _1811b/ftG 4500rpm
The parts Top Speed: 139mph
Main dealers s
sell you everything you need, but 26-32mpg
there are also a number of Porsche aseed il

specialists out there.
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‘The tough old V8 lasts for ages, the 2000/2200s a itte less so, but on all engines,
check for blue smoke from the exhaust and listen out for disturbing noises from
deep within that really shouldn't be there.

2000/22005: The later 22005 are more refined than their earlier 2000 offshoots, and
generally less noisy in operation. However, both are very fussy about the sparl
plugs fitted, and prefer Champion ones, the brand originally specified. The blocks
have bolt-on metal sideplates. Rover was trying to be innovative by allowing access
to the internals, but by now, all the plates really do s let coolant pour out as a result
of rusting through. So check these for rust or signs of seepage...and if you find
some, bear in mind that the only thing keeping the water in the engine might be
coolant

If the engine sounds on , then suspect and Wolve
temving the camshaf Atleast once thy've been done,they sheu\d Tast for ages Timing chains - for there are two - lso conrbute 1 i,
if getting past their best. You can tellthe difference by the sounds they make. The upper one makes a noise rather fike a hollow ringing sound
atabout 1100 to 1400 revs, while the lower just clatters like any old chain. Sometimes replacing or checking the tensioner can help solve things.

If you see leaks from below the cam cover, then such is the nature of the P6. Most owners just learn to live with things

If a twin-carburettor car feels somewhat out of tune, then it’s probably those two carburettors that are the problem - balancing them can be
tricky.

V8:If you'e seeing about 30psi from awarm engine ! men i well Howees 1 yousee 5psl - well thingsaen s rosy s they cold e,
but engines can for ages. H ually, toworn ting the alloy around
them. A flickering oil warning light at idle betrays. e w o ascertain f 20 50 il has been used when changes have been carried out, with
proper alloy friendly’ coolant changes at the correct intervals also vital. Overheating can be a sign of internal corrosion.

Hydraulic tappets will probably be quite noisy at first, but should get quieter once the engine warms up and oil becomes thinner. However, if
the tappets remain noisy, then suspect oil starvation. Your course of action is to replace them...SD1 items last longer.

Pre-1974 cars have a rear crankshaft seal made of rope - yes, really ~ and unsurprisingly, it leaks. To sort it out means taking the engine out
unless you can get hold of a tool called a Chinese Finger'~ we know, we know, it just getting more and more bizarre now, isn't it? - with which
you can hook the seal once the sump has been taken of. After 1974, a more durable rubber seal was adopted for later cars.

Specifical

Car 20005C 2000TC 2200TC 3500 35005

Ye 1963-1973 1966-1973 1973-1977 1968-1976 1971-1976

Engine size 1978cc 1978¢cc 2205cc 3528cc 3528cc
4-cyl OHC 4-cyl OHC 4-cyl OHC 4-cyl OHC 4-cyl OHC

BHP/RPM 90@5000 109@5000 115@5000 144@5000 150@5000

Top speed 104.5mph 110mph 112mph 113mph 125mph

0-60mph 15.1secs 126secs 114secs 108secs 91secs

Gearbox 4-spd man 4-spd man 4-spd man 3-spd auto 4-spd man
/3-spd auto /3-spd auto /3-spd auto

Consumption 24mpg 24mpg 2impg 18mpg 20.1mpg

Suspension Al by b links, leading upper links, coil ti-roll bar, tele i

dampers. Rear: De Dion-type Watt linkages, coil dampers
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reached old age. RICHARD GUNN looks at buying one of the best Rovers ever built

| It was European Car of the Year when new,and is now one of the great British classics of any year having |

Suspension is horizontally-mounted coll springs at the front

~ chosen toleave enough room for the gas turbine engine
that was originally envisaged - plus a de Dion rear tube at
the back. Rears tend to settle with age and use, and the hub
ends of the tube elbows corrode from the inside, usually as

a result of a split gaiter. Something else that can happen is
that the rear suspension top link can pull away from the boot
sidewall, something else that happens when the metal has
seriously corroded. These are the main faults - but there are
also the usual bushes, balljints and clonking universal joints.
Polyurethane bushes are available to replace standard items.
If e front suspension is creaking, then it points to a rubber
dome missing from between the top link and the front spring.
Easy enough to replace, assuming the area isn't corroded
enough that it makes it dangerous to compress the spring.
Very heavy steering - obviously on non-power assisted cars -
indicates a steering box and idler that haven't been lubricated
properly. If you find heavy steering on power-assisted cars, then
suspect aleak...and look underneath to confirm.

Don't forget to look at the tyres - if there s wear on one side
of the rubber, it points to wheel alignment being out of true,
something these cars are very sensitive to. It seems to especially
affect cars with power steering.

Brakes

Ah, one of the more annoying things about PG...its brakes.
Orctherth rear ones whic are ot ither sde of he
cifrenialThis makesthenticky o work on, and you wor

the pads, soiits

Interiors vary between cloth, vinyl or leather. The former sags, the
lattercracks, and the one n the middle spiits. Leather is obviously

autojumbles.
The first 20005 had real wood on the doors, but as time went on,
Formica became the norm...nice! Obviously, it cheaper to replace
though. You may even et away with MF| or Homebase... Warpe
through the

front screen. Replacements are scarce.

If gearbox problems occur, then it's far more likely that it will happen
with 2 V8 than a 2000/2200, s these transmissions do have to put up
with a lot of power going through them, and the 3500 cars only have
amodified version of the 2000 gearbox to play with. Gear teeth can
be worn away, and if that happens, your best course of action is a

p gearbox. You may find place...
if 50, this has probably come from an SD1 or Sherpa van. Its 2 good
thing to have, because it does make the cars considerably more
relaxed at speed.

If the gearbox is noisy in neutral, then suspect worn layshaft
bearings.Oil leaks happen umte alot. due to seas perishing. And if

and wobbly, then

isthe bush atthe bottom ofthe leve, which breaks rJust wears out,

As for the automatic"boxes, there are few issues, save for the
internal corrosion caused by having been left standing around.
However, the four-cylinder cars do p

p engine
concha bengmade of i metlTiscan brsk - nd, it oss
it's a sure sign of crank endfloat

bty g o sllppmg clutch, its best to walk awy.

grdemeattoseefyoucan fd s of s i uﬁhe
leaking,

e which makes hem eﬂe(\lve\y useless.

OnaVs,the
ening AND e Gerbox hve 0 beremovee

Bodywork

Older But,  don't ever try to jack up the car using these. The
that Rover passed into the British Leyland era from 1968, and quzllly mela\ \sm licly o be nearly as strong as it used to be.
did suffer. One way was atth in front of the

applied n the docrleding o coosion  the ner e

panels are bolted. e good newsis that this means everything can
taken off easily. And, s a bonus,the bootld and bonnet are made:
of alloy, sotheywartust.afthough ele(lm\ylic degvadanon an

Rust - or

[IIev, |1 it has been picked up on by a previous owner - here isn'ta

good sign about the integrity of the base unit. Amateur work around

i e it hihlghted b the channehat o the oot uber
Feel underneath s

rust.

ts alloy.
Howtutr what i coss mean s tht none o th pands e

The ridges on be, can collect
water, which then leads to rust in the inner wings. This can also strke

structural - no, not even the outer slls. It's what' inside that is more. from underneath too, as a result of road muck. The stainless steel trim
tE lhough acarlook itcould at op of the immA Pt is another popular tinworm spot.
bit of,then don't be
totellif youte Iooklng ata gencrlly good <aror anallround shocker be addedor aibactectto make things better. However, very large
Tell-tale cl thebottom  gaps should it points

and trailing edge of the front wings, where it has come through from
beneath, as wellas at the edge of the rear wings. If the outer il are:
ust it an point 0 corrosion coming through from undierneath You

on ecently. It could be down to accident damage, it could be to hide
rust or it could be because corrosion underneath i very bad and is
allowing the bolts to move.

a0 ge ome daacf h it - which g
he car and seeing i o
\mdemealh You can have a look under the carpets and under the rear
seat for an even better idea. Look at the acking points t0o, and see
ifthere's any corrosion inside, as they project through the outer sils.

he batery lives in the boot - and it
anack O(her ouble spots nearby ncloceth foor and susnenswon

Ithough you prep:
some pitting of the Mazak parts
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Parts prices

Al prices from J R Wadhams Ltd
P
Master cylinder,all mo
Hontbrake pas Ve, with ensor
Radiator, V8 three-core conversion,
Water pump, all models,
Front bottom balljoint,
Front top ball oint,
De Dion elbow, reconditioned,
Bonnet, export (with air intake cut-outs),
Reconditioned front wing, from
Bootlid, with str ners for spare wheel mounting,
Front bumper, 2000/2200,
Starter motor, exchar

2200, complete system, stainless steel, from

omplete system,stainless stee,

200,

Clutch plate, V8,
arbox,secondhand, from

HISTORY

1958 With the Rover PS a year away from launch, Rover starts looking at
anew saloon to replace the now rather elderly-looking P4. However,the
d

p the P4

1959 Prototypes bearing some resemblance to the eventual P6 appear.
However, they have streamiined fronts and the headlampsinltle pods,
giving them a vaguely Frogeye Sprite it In order to disguise the modef’s
origins, th badged Talago. Rover

setting up a Talago Motor Company, just to confuse things further,

1963 The new PG - known to the world as the Rover 2000 - s unveiled at
the London Motor Show Its T before,a
compact

e ok, fllofrenypastic an svena st speedametr The 1978cc
four-cylinder engine of S0bhp i all new too, For Rover its a radical creation,
and justifiably wins the inaugural Carofthe Year award

Contacts

ubs.

M P6 Rover Owners Club, c/o 22, The Street, Moulton, Newmarket,
Cambs, CB8 8RZ or www,pbroc.com

M Rover P6 Drivers Club, The Rover P6 Club, PO Box 1477,
Wolverhampton, WV10 n 8WZ. Tel: 01902 689975 or
www pbclub.com

Spedialists

M Red Hat Rovers, Cambs, Tel: 01480 890224

B Rover Classics (Ray Weekley), Lincs. Tel: 01205 870805

W Turpike Motor Company, Norfolk. Tel: 01379 897096

W John Wearing, Lancs Tel: 01254

M Ely Service, Cambs. Tel: 01353 662981

R Wadhams, West Midlands. Tel: 01384 393008 or
wwwjrwadhams.co.uk

W John Mann, Derbyshire. Tel:01246 271036

M Kingsdown Classics, Oxon. Tel: 01367 244646

M DJE Rover V8 Specalist, Warks. Tel:024 7635 2888 o
wwwdjevs com

058G Walker, Essex.Tel: 01245 460214

Market Trends

Although Rover P5 prices are now quite high, and interest in the
PG’ successor the SD1, has been causing values to rise recently,
the P6 tself has remained financially quite static over the last few
years...and there ltle lielinood of that changing in the near
future. So you're buying these cars to enjoy them, not to make a
quick buck.

No surprise that the Vs are the most expensive of the bunch.
Priesof elly iceexamples ae now hovering around the £4000

ly for manual
grand greater than the four-cylinder equivalent.

Fortunately,you can still pick up tidy examples for around £1000
if you'e lucky and quick. At that sort of money, it will probably be
2000 or 2200 rather than a 3500, but it still a Rover P6. And still
cheap for al that you get.

Verdict

In common with a great many British classic car enthusiasts, we
adore these cars here on CCW...whatever their engine size or

1966 What was the original Rover 2000 changes
20005 thus making roofor e 2000TC wih i carureirs Bt
sul. T

less.

1967 The TC,originally justfor expor,is made available in the UK.

1968 Rover's new ex-Buick V8 engine, up until now just used in the PS8,

finds one of its greatest ever homes under the bonnet of the PG, The Rover

3500is littl short of magnificent,  fast, competent and very smooth
Initial

and
witha the ront.

tim down the side, blackslls and, seeing as it now s the Seventies, a
splash of vinyl on the ide roof pillars.

1971 Atlast the manual 3500 arrives, with a four-speed manual gearbox.

depending on the est o the car. The police fove em!
1973 The smaller-engined four-cylinder cars get a useful i i the form of
abore out to 2205cc

1976 The witing i on the wallor the P6 range, with the launch of the
equallyy as cool Rover SD

1977 AllP6s cease manufacture once the smaller-engined SD1s come on
stream. Tota production is 439,135, splitinto 327,808 20005, 32,270 22005
and 79,057 3500
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age. , wonderful to drive and
easy enough to maintain, thanks to good spares back-up, and the
interiors are pleasant and stylish places to spend time in. Theyre
one of those cars about which everything seems to be just right
However, as good as the 2000 and 2200 cars are, you canit
help but compare them to the V8 models, which are litle short
of seminal. It actually a ltle bit of a problem, because the
knowledge that the same car is available with an extra four
cylinders and much more power does detract away from the less
potent models. And it really not their fault because they are great
cars in their own right.But that Rover V8...is there anything it can't
do? If you can find a 3500 with a manual gearbox (and the boot-
mounted spare wheel), you'll probably be satisfied for lie.

Insurance quote
Fora 275197 Rover P 35005, it no modicaonsbsed

erborough
B Fully comp, £100 excess: crookns e
licence, 10,000 miles,only ca kept on driveway,club member,with Cat 2

immobilser
B Fully comp, £100 excess:£73.50 or a 50-year-oldfull NCB, lean lcence,
1000 mil bl

1110464



Buyer's Datafile: Rover 800, 1986-1991

The Rover 800 turns 20 years old this month, so what better time to review the pitfalls in getting one? KEITH ADAMS takes us through
the trials and tribulations in buying the first generation version of the Anglo-Japanese replacement for the much-loved SD1

s geie T pape s s i
IR oy i oins oun .
i oo
= ot 5 e
i oy e
B
2hls o utbockin
: s et
i
. o e
Isita classic? d can usually leading and besauparcipun s hanamat;
esorcd it 4 4 el soodtapenoe ouer it
e iTEe e hebanmet e ool umbis
g potg - \belt d 10) Interior manhesullmg andvuessemodels

pany
in the throes of leaving the protective
bosom of government ownership.
~and g the brh wodo
commerd

s doyt cortainly ooked good,

Today things are a e a-ne-e«: the

and the
first class to this

rth more than other V6s,

Il bt ik o the e s
for andit s essential
{hat e s acered o Wil ot
maintenance, these engines will ast
over 350,000 miles without the need
for a re-build
bo cylinder cars):The

ek
drive chassis and aaequm pevire

261 box found n the four ylnder
10 use,

opposed to,dassic car
However, the early Stering and

Automatic gearboxes in M-Series
versions, have proven particularly
troubl -plat

ol

bemnd o make sureyoute not
ught

command a
the four pinderversions, despte|

{especilly on the ery carlont crs)
faded wood and broken door handles
Urteror and extero).The fing dash
pr id

Fora gond SterngorVesse dont
pay over £1200 -
Etlute raniom lora e

 cars shoul

erfectly

.
The parts situation

Parts for the Rover 800 are still

Mo and
plenty of e et n . Prject cas can
be had for the price of a pint of beer
The four yinder casare i much

per butalso much more rare I

was thelast time you saw one on the.

very costly
torepair.

the manual PG2
kL

What's out there?

The great aspect of buying into the

he

of a shortage of parts at dealers,
the older cars will not be affected
by the meltdown of MG Rover.
There are plenty of specialists, and
donor cars are still plentiful n'scrap
yards. Remember also,that there is

be  surpdised fyou ikt up ors
. There's also the 820 16V Turbo -

2 mited production un out 5pecil,

which featured a ubocharged s

engine and a Tickford

bodyhit Price for hese are ot

the b

and responsive - selection problems
indctathe comect Handamatic i
has ot been used

s)

over of part
between the M1 and Mk2 800 - and
that was in production until 1998,

up as word about their rarity gets

A o o e

d powerful, but head gaske

aren't
ety thisty nd s thy e

ble in three states of tune,
youre akmost guarantoed o get
he powerand pertormance youre
Iooking for
The VS versionsare smooth and ik

6) Brakes:The 800 does not appear to
suffer too much in this department,
andbrakeslast well onthi

dels, make sure the warning
Tl alelghts p when the caris

and as long as
s fewrevs, are scualy very qm(k
on the road. As for the VM-pc

21990827
Vitesse, Best of Brtish Rover):
Clutch kit,

for an absolute
Song,but wih numbers depleting
Tapiy ang wondershow ong the

£58
fron pipe,£65, ‘back box, £48
ke pa.(fant) £26.5,ea)
Diibutor cap £1695
Dampers, £35 front and rear

Should | buy one?

It depends on what youre looking for
The Vitesse and Sterling models are:
powered by that wonderful Honda

paraioe hgm xnys on,you're
oking

I, check the

Jes ceainly

performance and refined reliabily.
it h

v genty and
ok e o ok o

there.
7) Steering: The steering on the V6 is

B Best of Br
5506 or

ish Rover, 0121 526

lack the charisma and oad presence
of the Rover SDI - a car sl widely

part of yout 3

dailylife. the faster you go. Ensure there are
groans or knocking when turnin

What to look for? from lock to lock at rest. Four cylinder

versions use an entirel different

btinternet co.uk
B XPart, 0870 242 4791 or www.
xpart.com.

‘where o look.
Having said tha, the 800 a very.

The Rover 800 was not the best-built  Positive Centre Feel system, which Clubs inside.Compared with the oppostion
or o emergefom Cowly but the s aliover ight - eakyPCFracks from Vaushall and Fod,the Rover aso
good news s its fundamentally re not uncommon,so check for the B Rover T |
strong,and any problems you come  Signs. couk/ though,its always going to be hader
across rectfy  8)El weakink. B Rover Sport Reister Cif Exans,8 oty theres nothg quikyor
witha it time and patience. i Hilary Close its sy

gines:The O- and W5 3ap

have a tendency £l e head trner.

are also meters are I pay?

to leak oil
(head gaskets or camshaft ol seals)
- 50 check that this is not too bad

e thit i has beendone atthe
dahtinterva
fonda

known to fail on the 5201, The 820
requires ECU re; ming after a
battery disconnect, so ensure that if
you buy one of these cars, the battery
is connected and good, and that the.
car

‘The Rover 800 is in a strange place
at the moment. There is a hardcore

offans ot her hat spprecises

the arity of the and

Rover an,you'laleady know you
‘want one of these - n fact,you probably
lesdyown one.orthe et though,
‘we suspect the 800 willbe deni

cxee ol oDt
develop noisy tappets in later e,

9 Rust: all
Mark one 800s i rust. The main
areas of attention should be rear

i ey o ko the rene hove
power d

2 i i
be few left - leaving plenty of people:

offer a soothing drive. Prices seem to

CCW BUYER'S GUIDE 121



TRIUMPH TR7/TR8

The two engine types are very different of course, with the four-cylinder ones
having far less to recommend them when compared to the V8s. So, we'l deal with
the smaller capacity units first.

TR7: Head gaskets problems can occur rather too often, so look for signs of oil and
water mixing. The problems occur because of the alloy head - which can warp or
corrode inside - leading to these two vital luids meeting inadvisably. Keep an eye
on the temperature gauge 100, as not a lot of air gets in from the front of the car.
Overheating can also point to a dodgy head gasket, but could also be just a worn
out water pump, and they're not exactly an easy fix, sometimes taking up to six
hours to extract and replace in extreme circumstances.

As well as the sual worrying noises from deep inside to listen out for, the timing
chains can get very rattley as they wear out, but aren't that difficult or expensive to
replace, something that wil probably have to be done every 25,000 miles o so.

TR8: The Rover V8 s well-known as one of the better British engines (even though, technically, its American), and this standing is well-

justified. They'e reliable and long-lived, and can take all manner of abuse without protesting too much. Of course, with such a big engine,

cooling is even . 50 look at the needle on the more closely than you would in a TR?. Aside from
oises that shouldnt be there, and scary blue smoke flom the exhaust,there realy 't that much you have to worry about with the
powerful heart of a TRS..although f the engine sounds tappety, keep in mind it won't just be a question of adjusting the clearances as
these are hydraulic on the V8. But parts for these engines are very plentiful - you'll never have trouble getting bits and pieces!

If there are oil leaks, look at the breather for blockages, and if this seems okay, then look at the ol and water just to check that things aren't

mixing due to a blown head gasket. Misfires under acceleration can signal a camshaft about to expire, something that wil be accompanied

by dreadful fuel consumption as we

If you'e looking at a TR7 that has been converted to V8 power,try to ascertain how well it has been done, by checking for evidence in the

ipplied kits - from a such as Rimmer Bros, S&S or Robsport - having been used. You don't
ofa gi Job whil ur TR7 V8 at

want to find out
speed.

Parts prices

o = All prices from Rimmer Bros a
Specification Engine service it

V8 conversion kit

Car Triumph TR7 FHC TriumphTR7 DHC _ Triumph TR8 Full reconditioned T
Year 19751981 19781981 19781981 exchange,
Engine size 1998cc OHC 4-cyl 1998cc OHC 4-cyl 3528cc V8 Black hood and fr
e 5 Bonnet, early type,
Top speed 109mph Tamph 120mph edlaterine,

b d i 3 peed Exchange radiator,
Consumption  28mpg 28mpg 18mpg peed manual gearbox,

i 0 tiroll
dampers. Rear: Live axle, trail I d ST 6ok pad kit standard,

telescopic dampers TR7 complete sports exhaust

stem,
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The TR7 and TR8 were radical and controversial departures from the usual TR formula when new.
RICHARD GUNN looks into buying British Leyland’s go-faster wedges, and the pitfalls that await the unwary

i d d the rear d
donx usually cause too much trouble unless te car has been

asa vesuh.

‘The cabins tend to look a bit worn out quite easily, thanks
their design and the quality of the materials used. However,
despite this, they can be quite hard-wearing, all told, and
most bits are available if required. One weak point s the
eater contol, which can break qite easi and putting
dashboar
on i ors, but conrties in particular, check the floorpans.
matter of course, ) any corr
‘which has b

islikely

topless n sudden showers.
Pre-1979 cars don't have a great reputation for electrical

eyt Lok at thefuse b ity s e s side,

, fankly,just wasnt up to the

hand, and if you're looking at one of these cars,just try

everything electical. If it all works, then you'e pretty lucky! Brtish
tell

these easily enough thanks to their having 12 fuses.

Don'tforget to check the headlamps pop up as they should. The
motors can fail with age, and if they aren't causing trouble, then
dirty wiring connections can also strike.

Transmission

‘The earlier cars, with their four-speed gearboxes and Dolomite

all gets very ith be
the biggest cause of expenditure on any TR7/TR8. The front of the
carseems alogicalplace o sart with a ot o anylikely problems
lurking under the bonnet. The inner prone to tinworm
and especially vulnerable around the strut towers.If you can
make out spot welds around this region, then it a good sign, as
it implies either originality or a high quaity repair. I you can't see
these, then it might be because filler or pating has been applied.

y

‘The windscreen scuttle is another scary region. There's a black

cover thre that unfortunatelydoes 3 gret ob o concealing
el ek

euhen Ulnmale\y, it will startletting water into the footwells- so
back up any investigation here by looking for damp inside.

“The bonnets themselves can suffer thanks to rust in the seams,
andif you find some while checking, it will only get worse. It seems
toafflct the later bonnets - with a double hump - more than it does
the earler single hump ones. Because both are such big panels,

be prone to flexing, which can cause the paint to crack -
and willalso show up any repairs from body fillr having been used.

. Because that bomnet snakes out ofvew o he ive, pavkmg

i even where aca has been only sighty dented, and il soon
Spread Look at the general alignment of the bonnet - although
bear in mind that these cars suffered from some of the worst British
Leyland buid quality, so don't expect precision miracles - and
peruse C

the front wings, so check th
seams. A those headlamp. pods are alloy. Which sn't as good as it
with the

or aven fing off completely.
if ingata

aron one of thee,and you notice body flex more than about an
inch or 5o, then all is not well and the inner silsare past their best.
Replacement of this three-part section isn't exactly simple. You'l
need to remove the front wings and cut into the rear ones. Best
perhaps to walk away at this point and not get involved.

Door bottoms will often show signs of starting to disappear,
as will the wheelarches - allfour of them. Feel underneath the
Yo, often, the outersincalok e whlle the inner oneis

ks togrotbeing thown up
Thanks to blocked drainholes,the nside of the boot i also a prime:
location for rust.. and it could be anywhere, frankly! Try the floor,
P g5,

the traling ed lhe booti,
rubber seals etc. So basically just check everywhere really. Boot
problems can be repaired, but at a cost!

Underneath, the chassis rals e prone to go around their fronts,
plus where the front subframe mounts. Not a nce spot...because
il bearig,sosomewhat citcl. Ad guess what..miar

back axles, don't have a terrifc reputation, wit
shifts and a tendency for the axle to whine as it gets older.
When five-speed ‘boxes were introduced, they utilised the
unit from a Rover SD - far nicer to use, and more relaxed at
motorway cruising speeds.

The other option available was a Borg Warner automatic
gearbox - which may not be the slickest of self-shifters, but
it reliable enough to cope with both the two-litre and the V8
engines.

e back too,

s oo the floor Repair isn't that complex; but must be
done properly. S0 you should try to ascertain that these haven'tjust
been plated over.

Donitforget tolook at the state of the hood on a convertible,
as often, these cars are simply used on sunny days, meaning the
softtop doesn'tsee a ot of use. So when it does get inally used in
anger, the material can tear quite easily. il you can easily buy a
new one if necessary, and they're not dificult tofit.
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Up at the front, its MacPherson struts - 5o no real problems
there, although the inserts can leak and springs can break. At
the back s a tried-and-tested live axle/coil springs/dampers/
trailing arms arrangement, which s rugged enough. So, f you
notice handling problems, it probably little more than bushes
wearing out naturally,although worn dampers can also cause a
lack of feel on the road plus the occasional knocking.

HISTORY

|9m Tiumphs lezhmcal dwucr Spen King, along with Mike Carver
Product

Vento vestat the poss\b introducing a new TR sportscar
primarly intended for the e problem looming on
o menlsire e e e

Contacts

Clubs
B Club Triumph. Tel: 01425 274193 or wwwclubriumph.org.uk
TR Drivers Club. Tel: 01452 614234 or www.rdrivers.com
TR Register, Oxon. Tel:01235 818366 or wwwr-register.couk
B Triumph Sports Six.Tel: 01858 431936 or www.sccorg.uk

Specialists - just a few of the great many
L

couk

u s Lincs. i
W Quiller Triumph, London. Tel; 020 8854 4777 o
L Sl

ide.Tel: 0800 281182 or
s toptiona Ltd, Surrey. Tel:01342 836060
W Robsport, Herts. Tel; 01763 848673 or wwwrobsport couk
O Sl e e L2 ngb couk
ui folk.Tel: 01359 244417 or

m the start,the car that

theTR7 s envvsaged only as a fixed-head coupe. During the early years

of the project, the proposed creation is known simply asBullet!

1971 Harris M

pens a very different interpretation of a TR sportscar theme. Featuring

awedgeshaped profle echoing then current trends in automotive

styling around the world. Infact, the look of the Bullet with 2 vry low

Epmontute i Gl e
-engined.

s mamvH«umph com
WTRShop, londcn Tel:020 8995 6621 or www: lvshome uk

TR Bitz, Cheshire Tek: 01925 861861 or wwwtrbitz

R Work:hops, Goucester ek 01265659900

B TR Enterprises, Notts Tel: 01623 793807 o wwwrenterprises com

Market Trends

d bear in mind, there.

1974 The first TR
summer, with four-cylinder engines donaled by the Dolomite 1850
range, albeit enlarged to 1998cc to give 105bhp (or 92bhp if strangled

are now far more of those in the UK than there ever were when the TRS

the US of lowler TR7s, but i

gearboxes are the chosen transmission.

done wel
enthusiast, with prices marked up accordingly.

1975 January the TR, comi ite ashock to
the very traditional TR brigade brought up on a diet i

shaped, quite basic, macho machines. Rumour has it that Giorgio

lind bl
Giugiaro exclaims ‘I don't believe it, mey‘ve dnr\e i( on the nmer side TR7, but i carwith ing
tool" nd
from somebody who designed more than a few wedge-shaped lhmgs o :
himself The first cars are primarily for sale in America. e =

P ith an automat I

Don't expect the same of the TR though.They 3

's00n runs out of the latter the TF

U that this extra is prompt them hunters.
and not re-instated until 1978!
1977 Sir Michael Edwardes becomes the new chairman of Brtsh Verdict
Leyland,on the same day tha the Speke factory goes on strke and
paraysesthe TR7 productionne.Ufimael gers on, hichever that

vansfer is as st ol

production to Canley in Coventry. Amid allthis mayhem though,
some cars have been appearing, including imited numbers of the pre-

sure

you end up with a solid one.

production Sprint model, using the 16-valve
Sprint, are also made befor srikes bring proceedings to. haltFor

our
V8-converted TRY) f you can find one. They're a completely different

Tovers of in e
o e

proper production, albeit or the USA e And asit has now become

clear that to be banned over in America, a
convertible version of the TR7 is z\m launched.
|979 The roof offthe i d

mn The UK finally SeE e erecio o eI
is actually cheaper than 0p version, bizarcely.
1981 Having never made a pvoﬁ( and been beleaguered by quality and
reliability problems throughout it e, the TR7 and TR range - and
indeed the whole TR ine - comes to an end. 115,000 wediges have been
built, which actually makes the breed the best-sellng TR of m all.
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cars, and offer

TR should The four-
cylinder cars are fine if you're new to the world of sportscars,or simply.

in.But
ordered in aV-arrangement. It does make a world of difference.

Insurance quote
For a £3000 1980 Triumph TR7 convertible, no modific:
P

ns, based in

37 for 2 29-year-old,two year?s NCB, cl
Kcncn 10000 ndes oy o et cn v kb merie
i full N
3000 miles second car, garaged,club L
i 1110464
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A BRITISH COMPANY SUPPGRTING BRITISH CARS GATALOGlIES

— ol Great prices!
=t LY Great service!
L)%=t | WANT A PROFESSIONAL /.. =
PARTS SERVICE
AT THE RIGHT PRICE? |
COME TO THE EXPERTS

Rimmer Bros tick all the hoxes:-
/| Competitive prices
/) Great customer service
reeme il | Efficient mail order anywhere
et /) World's largest Triumph stock
METRO/MINI - MAESTRO/MONTEGO Z Free catalugues
< ek
AUTHORISED PARTS DISTRIBUTOR /) Trade enquiries welcome
RANGE RDVER ELASSIE/PJHNSEN(SB / Easv "] use wehslte
Y1&2- FREELANI]E
DEFENDER ROVER VE

PARTS SALES & ENQUIRIES]| &/

to; 01522 568000 et

Trade Enquiries: 01522 567111
Fax: 01522 567600

E-mail: sales@rimmerbros.co.uk
www.rimmerbros.co.uk

Rimmer Bros. Triumph House, Sleaford Rd (A15),
Bracebrid; LN4 2NA



TRIUMPH GT6

Service history is a real boon. “The engines are very good; says Gary Bates,
“They are capable of racking up a high-mileage with ease if they are well
looked after” The engine itself is a free-revving delight thanks to the short-
stroke design - compromised slightly on the bigger TR engine. Of course,
you can upgrade to the larger TR engine if you somehow find a GT6 lacking

in grunt, but it isn't an easy change and the transmission may then not be up to the job.
Of course, the condition of the engine should not be taken for granted, just because

they can last 50 long. Check for rattles or blue smoke when accelerating and on the over-

run. All the mechanical units on the GT6 are capable of losing a itle oil, but t shouldn't

be forming puddles on the ground.

Early cars often leak oil from the pushrod tubes but Mk2 and later cars have a revised
cylinder head which solves the problem. In fact, the Mk2 uses the head from the TRS. It is
always worth checking the end float on the crank - you can do this by levering the crank
pulley using a pry bar or large screwdriver. More than 8 thou is considered poor and if
you getan actual clonk, urgent attention is required. The thrust washers can be changed

with the engine in situ but only just, and it isn't much fun.

Specification

car GT6 MK1 GT6 Mk2 GT6 Mk3
Year 1966-1968 1968-1970 1970-1973
Engine size Al models: 1998cc 4-cyl OHV.
BHP/RPM
Top speed 108mph 107mph 104mph
0-60mph 12secs 10secs 10.1secs
Gearbox All models: 4-speed manual (overdrive optional)
Consumption Al models: 24-30mpg
Suspension VK1: by i tel shock
b by transverse leaf
i by t
hock absorbe ft leaf tel

shock absorbers. MK3: Front: Independent by double-wishbone, coil springs,
telescopic shock absorbers. Rear: As Mk2 until 1973, then transverse leaf

springs, swing arms with ‘swing-springs’
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Parts prices

Courtesy of Rimmer Brothers.
Prices include VAT
conditioned chassis frame £810.00
(£70.50 surcharge)
Chassis to body mounting kit £23.44
Bonnet assembly £790.00
Front wing (Mk1) £7638
Reconditioned door shell  £168.00
Floorpan repair panel
(per side) £10985
onditioned Engin
(unleaded)
Clutch kit
Clutch master cylinder
Water pump (Mk3)
Exhaust - full system in
stainless steel

£1430.00
£88.50

econditioned overdrive unit
(£176.25 surcharge)
Propshaft (Overdrive, new) £185.00
Driveshaft (long)
ear hub bearing kit
Front brake disc

 spring (for Mk1 inc

conversion)
ear shock absorber
Headlamp (sealed beam)
Halogen headlamp
rade kit (pair)
Reconditioned starter motor
(£23.50 surcharge)



Take a Spitfire, give it a sleek fastback body, lob a Vitesse six-cylinder engine up front and bingo! You have a very swift,
gorgeous-sounding sports coupé that deserves more respect than it actually receives. IAN SEABROOK takes a closer
look at this British pocket-rocket with expert opinion from Richard Sharp at Rimmer Brothers and Gary Bates at TRGB

You may encounter slightly iffy electrics, as can be the case
with Lucas-equipped cars of this vintage but generally, the
electrical system tends to be reliable. Some switchgear is
proving difficult to locate now but it s easy enough to find a
similar replacement albeit this may be at the cost of originality
if you are a real puris

‘The M1 had a dynamo, later cars moved to AC. Conversion
Kits are available for DC GT6s if you want to upgrade - a wise
move if you are likely to be driving at night o during the
winter months. "We sell a conversion kit reports Richard Sharp
2RImMerBother But some part are geting had o get
hold of n

Water ingress can be an issue 5o check all the carpets to ensure
that they are dry. Upholstery tends to be hard wearing but with
even the youngest car now well over 30 years old, some wear

There aren't many places that a GT6 doesn't ot 50 you need to
check the car with care. First off, have a look around the entire
vehicle. Does it look right?” Are panel gaps consitent, orare
there any iffy-looking bulges hinting at bodged repair

You really need to get the car in the ai, as the Tow nature of
the GT6 makes crawling undereath a tricky prospect. Many
think that the sils are not that important due to the separate
chassis, but it of a backbone design meaning that the sills are
actually structural. While you are underneath, check the floors
and the rear heel board. “The suspension tie-bar attaches to a
reinforced panel here and itis a common ot spot” says Gary
Bates at TRGB.

Above ground level, check the bonnet for rot on the lower
front corers and wheelarches. “All the wheelarches are double
skinned explains Gary, "Moisture gets trapped between the
skins and rust s very often found here- You also need to check
the front corner valances, below the front bumper

Moving further back, check the front edge of the roof. The
windscreen pillars also need to be checked recommends Gary,
i also worth checkingth A-pststhemschees s they can

is treat any damage
point. ‘AWebasto roof was an option on Ialer cars, and may have
been retro-fitted to earler cars. Again, this could be a source of
water leaks if it is ill-fitting. Early cars are rather poor in terms of
ventilation however so a Webasto may make things alot more
comfortable during summer months

“No Triumph gearbox is particularly good; advises Gary Bates, It
is an archaic design. The first thing to checkis for layshaft bearing
grumble in first, second and third gears. I it goes quieter in top, it
signals that the bearings may need replacing. Synchromesh needs
checking in each gear, especially when coming back down
through the gears. Cars can jump out of gear so watch out for this
on the test drive. Overdrive was an option on all but me eavliesl
cars and is a desirable one, making long distance i
more relaxing. It should work on the top two gears so agam ke
sure that it does.

The MK2 has very tall gearing when equipped with overdrive,
which helps to explain how itis only just the fastest car of the
bunch, despite the Mk3 having less power due to emission
restrictions.

. Door bottoms can go, for the usual reason
ofblocked dram hles The tailgate can suffer corrosion on the
bottom edge but at least replacementis easy enough.

Brakes

“The GT6 has a disc/drum set up but only late MKk3s had a brake
servo - a remote item. However, the brakes are plenty powerful
and the car should pull up swiftly and in a straight line. Pedial
pressures may be more than modern motorists are used to but
once you get used to the need to press harder, you should have
no issues. Should you wish to have more braking power,
upgraded discs/pads are available off the shelf.

‘The differential is being asked a lot by the torquey six-pot lump
s0 make sure it isn't making any excessive noise or clonks when
taking up the drive. Mk2 and MKk3s up to 1973 have Rotoflex
joints on the driveshafts. “They stopped making them about
five years ago explains Gary. “Modern reproductions just don't
last long enough - generally two years tops” Check them for
cracking and be aware that replacement s tricky. Not
something you want to tackle straight away on your new
purchase.

MKi: Front: Independent by double-wishbones, coil springs,
telescopic shock absorbers. Rear: Independent by transverse
leaf springs, swing arms.

Mk2: Front: Independent by double-wishbones, (m\ springs,
telescopic shock absorbers. Rear: double wishbon

transverse leaf springs, telescopic shock absorbers,

MK3: Front: Independent by double-wishbone, coil springs,
telescopic shock absorbers. Rear: As Mk2 until 1973, then
transverse leaf springs, swing arms with ‘swing-springs’

CCW BUYER'S GUIDE 127



Suspension and steering

Accurate rack and pinion steering blesses the GT6 with the same
incredible manoeuvring abilty of the humble Herald. Front
suspension is by double wishbones - a very good design copied
by Lotus among others. There are trunnions however, so make
sure they are free of play and well-greased. Polybushes are a wise

Contacts

Clubs.
W Triumph Sports Six Club. Tel: 01858 434424 or

ssc2.0rg.ul
M Club Triumph. Tel: 01784 465351 or

upgrade for those who want to tighten things up a lttle and a
coil-over-shock conversions are also available.
‘At the rear, things were not that advanced - to start with at least.
nd

ks, i

5 s

W Rimmer Brothers, Lincs. Tel: 01522 567600 or
www.rimmerbros.co.uk

M TRGB, Cambs. Tel: 01487 842168 or wwwitrgb.co.uk

itslimits, Wheel tuck s a problem ifyou push too hard into a sharp. W James Paddock, Cheshire. Tel: 01244 399899 or
berdandial
,, o  Triumph Auto Classique, Wilts. Tel: 01793 853033
s mne: negative effect on sales. The MK2 got the Rotoflex rear DMy Ry Ml RS e
jo with this - a very sophisticated and complicated set up but
o st | How much?
Weibone i flom 1973, the ST hat you are getting,
a g-5pring the
. may costa e more but youllbe pleased
soif the to learn that road-going, tidy cars can be had for as lttle as £2500,
shat also needs replacement. which i franklyridiculous. Where else are you going to get six-

HISTORY

1959 The Herald is launched, eschewing the new trend for
manocoque constuction The smplechasss ke s o el ca
on ase a new sportscar and this proposal e pproval
e e
tomake the car a reality.

2 The new sportscar, the Spitfire, i launched. Featuring the
Herald chassis (albeit without the outriggers) and running gear,
Triumph is easily abl Michelotti

ylinders, sleek looks and a hint of practicality i such a bona fide
classic? Suddenly, MGB GTs seem rather pricey
Mk3s tend to be more fancied and as such, are a itte pricier.
Purists prefer the MK2 with the earlier rear end treatment. For
a MK is the way to go. the
price of a car up - by quite a degree. fyou are doing a lot of
driving, its worth paying extra for a car that has it but f you will
only be using the car as a weekend tool, then the saving may prove
worthit.
Incidentally, you may spot GT6 convertibles for sale but these
il ol e e

el Fice ar o e Fr tesa tion:

to deliver an
low doors are insisted on by Harry Webster,who wanted to be able to
touch the ground from the driver's seat. Michelott actually delivered
his work in 1960 but with money fast running out, Triumph were
unable to put the car ion and it was mothballed. Later on
in the year,the simple yet flexible Herald platform begats an
altogether more exciting development for six-pot lovers ~ the Vitesse
1600, Triumph, er, triumphantly returns to pint-size sixes with this
development.Slant-eye headlamps warn other road users of what is
rapidly approaching.

original cars, as us Brits do like a soft-top.
Verdict

Okay, let's not get. (amed away here. The GT6 s

ittle cramped,

litle tainted by the hand of BL The engine may be refined but build
quality fall a ittle way short of this. As Richard Sharp at Rimmer
Boo i veno i ey
rideasa
modern saloon or 5por(scar. will be in lcv a 5ho(k rm time buyers

1963 Triumph asks Mi jon a fastback Spitfire called the

(GT.The resultis attractive but the extra weight badly affects

performance and the concept i reject

1964 Someone puts two and two together and a Vitesse 1600

el 1o ie Cihe oy a7/ ip o pefomence
been expected

in
e Viese nd world pmve ideal for the GTe.

1966 The GT6 s |

means the same tricky handhng e proves
popular,especiallyin America.

1968 The MK2 hits the showrooms with the same Rotoflex and
s the Vitesse MK2.

per the Spitfire Mk3 and include a higher front bumper The GT6 also

receives many louvres for the bonnet in an attempt o reign in under-

bonnet temperatures.

1970 The MK3 is the final flowering of the GT6 and receives the
same sawn-off rear end as the Spitfire Mkd.

1973 The Rotoflex rear suspension is dropped and the ‘swing-spring’
set-up from the Spitire replaces t, demonstrating a vast
improvement in handling over the early cars and saving BL a few.
pennies to boot. It wasn't enough to save sales however and
production ends in November.
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vy it firs. It can be a spine-jarring ride”

But with the unpleasantries out of the way, it seems very clear

that the GT6 is an undervalued little cracker. That engine note will
=

% for
riticism, but few are likely to push to the limits these days anyway
and it beats resorting to an ancient ive axle design like a certain
competitor. Only the MK1 s afficted with any sort ofissues anyway
soif you are really concerned, buy a later one. Richard adds, "We
have all been spoilt by modern cars, but just think, you will be able
to open the bonnet and work on the engine rather than just look at
the mass of electronics. Have fun and experience real old fashioned
driving”

Whether to choose the Mk2 o the MK3 s very much a matter
of taste. rear
prefer the MK with a tail reminiscent of the Stag. Whatever you
choose, you'l get it delight ~ the small car with a big-car
soundtrack.

Insurance quote

= Fully comp, £28440 or a 29-year- e
only car kept on driveway, club m

' Fully comp, £105.00 fora 50-year- o\d, UGS, 3000 el scond
car, garaged, club member



TRIUMPH ¢

0

Qooh, justlsten to that burble. You could make an album of the gorgeous sound
emanating from the twin-pipe exhaust. However, s lovely as the noise is, don'tlet it
distract you from checking the engine carefully. After all,it s the cause of so many Stag-
related horror stories.

Timing chains wilratle when worn and will be worse when cold - check the engine
bay first when looking at a car and make sure that the engine Is not already war. I’
always best to see how a potential purchase starts from cold anyway. Especially ths time
of year. replacing the the power steering
pump.

Ifthe timing chain rattles even when the engine is warm, it needs replacing as soon as possibl. Falure wil cause rather unpleasant
meetings between engine components. In many ways, Winter is  good time of year to buy a classic as you'l easly be able to check
things like heater output and whether the thermostat i working s it should. Take a good, long test crive and make sure the engine st
tying to overheat.If coolant has not been replaced regularly or with the correct mixture, the alloy parts of the engine willcorrode and
clog up the waterways. This can cause head gasket to blow 50 do the usual ol in water”checks as el as checking the state of the
dipstick.If the water pump s leaking, you'l see water between the two banks of the vee.

Ifthe carb breather pipes are leaking, the engine wil be almost impossible to tune. With the engine idling, remove the oilfille cap. If
the engine slows or stals,all is welL. If it doesn', the pipes req

When you rase the revs to 3500rpm, check for  harsh rumbling which might suggest that the main bearings are past thei best.

ngines tend to last between 80,000 and 120,000 miles between rebuilds depending on
How well they have been maintainec. 1 an o pressure gauge i fted look o 40-50ps 3t paras nicac
cruising speeds and 20-25psi at idle. Make sure that the ol pressure warning light comes on p
when you turn the ignition on - and that it doesn't remain [t with the engine running

Electronic ignition is a good idea and is commonly fitted. The twin points set up of a but

early cars can be fidly to get right.

Parts prices are courtesy of Rimmer
Brothers and do not include VAT. Rimmer
Brothers currently have a sale on Stag
parts until December 29, 2007.

Specification
Car Stag manual Stag auto
Year 1970-1977 1970-1977
Engine 2997¢c V8 ohv 2997cc V8 ohv
BHP/RPM 145@5500 1455500 el "‘f;“"‘?”i';m e e
Top Speed 117mph 112mph
Gearbox 4-speed manual plus overdrive 3-speed automatic Water pump, 12-var
Suspension  All models: Front, independent by MacPherson struts, anti-roll bar Daer oo Bpeils
Rear, Independent, coil springs and telescopic shock absorbers Front strut overhaul kit, pair £199.00
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Unloved when new, the Stag is now one of the most popular classic cars. IAN SEABROOK tells you
what to look for if you're interested in a real New Year treat

which
prog ylinder
If the blink, pedal
n he fluid is not
particularly kind to metalwork.

Interior and electrics

There are worse places to be than in a Stag and those
admittedly small rear seats can be very useful indeed, especially
if you have younger family members. The vinyl seats can sag
but replacement foam sections are now available to breath new
life into your seats.

The floors should be checked for dampness and rust. Is the
carpet discoloured or sodden? It may hint at trouble. Make sure
that the hood fits snugly - at Iexsl itis unlikely to be stashed
away this time of year although if a hardtop isfitted, you really
need to make sure that you i get an opportunity to check the
state of the hood. Replacements are not cheay

Switchgear can play up - but that's Seventies Britsh stufffor
you. Replacements are at least easily found. Do check the wipers
~ the wheelboxes can seize which will make the movement
laboured. The driver's wiper arm features a beautiful pantograph
setup.

Transmission

o
the overdrive are usually electrical faults.
The automatic unit g they rarely
P y D
sure that it actually does.
is required

the oillevel.L.
e Toecmeanate s beregularly greased to keep them
healthy.

Stags are actually pretty hardy but the youngest example is still
over 30 years old now and, like any other 30 year old, time can
take its toll. At least panels and repair sections are plentiful. That
said, bodywork repairs are likely to cost much more than
mechanical repairs so it is arguably the most important thing to
check.

Starting at the front, the valance below the bumper can
suffer, as can the headlamp panel and the metalwork between
the bonnet and the very front of the car. There is a crossmember
under the radiator, behind the valance, and this can suffer too.
Wheelarch repair sections are available which tells you that this
is a key area to check. The seam between the front wing and
front panel i also worth a look as this'l tell you whether you'l
‘get away with the wheelarch repair section or end up changing
the entire wing.

The windscreen pillar and the top of the A-post also need to
be checked. It a common bodge spot so don't assume that all
is well under the paint. A magnet is your friend. Hardtops can
suffer along their front and rear edges. Rot is also commonly
found at the base of the hood compartment. The rear shock-
absorber mounts are located here 5o rust is not that desirable.
The rear spring mounts are also susceptible and an equally
undesirable rot spot

As with any monocoque, sll are vital for the strength of the
car so check with care. Examples fitted with sill covers are a pain
{0 check - the best you may be able o do’s to check the

it h

meets the ﬂeoman Another common rot area is the beseofthe
A-post and the surrounding floor and outriggers. The main
chassis rais are also worthy of inspection as are the rear footwells.

Door bottoms can o but again, repair sections are available.
Blocked drain holes are the usual culprit here. Again, it a cheap
bodge spot so check with care. The rear edge of the bootlid also
suffers, as do the rear wings where they meet the sill as well as
the usual wheelarch woes. The boot floor itself s prone,
sometimes being attacked from above and below, so check for
dampness

Suspension and steering

Start with a look at the tyres. On low-mileage cars, you want
to be sure that the tyres have not degraded with time but
on any car, check that they are of good quality, that types
match at least per axle and that there is no unusual wear.

Iffy wear and knocking could suggest that the suspension
bushes are in need of replacement. You might find woolly
handling also.

1f you can, jack the car up and check for play at all four
corners. The wishbone bushes, anti-roll bar links, tracking
arms and steering rack are all potential play points at the
front, while trailing arm bushes and subframe mounts could
‘cause looseness at the other end. Wheel bearings should
also be listened out for.

With the car on the ground, check the rear wheels for
negative camber which may hint at loose noseplate bolts on
the differential. The cradle this is held in can rust, so getting
under the car is useful

Al cars have power steering but f itis overly assisted,
aspool valve may have failed in the rack which means
replacement of the entire unit. Check for fluid leaks,
especially if the assistance is lacking or intermittent.
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Contacts

Cubs
W Stag Owners Club, 01379 677735 or

W James Paddock Ltd, parts, Cheshire, 01244 399899 or

W Triumph Stag Register, 01202 761051 or
W Club Triumph, 01425 274193 or www.clubtriumph.org.uk
W Triumph Sports Six Club (welcomes all Triumphs),

01858 434424 o wwwitscc.org.uk

Spedialists
W Rimmer Brothers, parts Lincs, 01522 568000 or
v immerbros.co.
W Cherished Classics, sales and servicing, 0116 276 2121 or
‘www.cherishedclassics.couk

HISTORY

1965 iumph and
Michelotti goes from strength to strength, with the Herald and 2000
saloon just two of his designs. Michelotti asks for a 2000 saloon to
build a motor show special, and Harry Webster, Triumph's MD, spots
the creation on a trip to Italy. The new car s a fullsoft top with sliding
headlamp covers and no roll-bar.

Trumph asa
production model. The project s given the‘Stagtitle - a name which
Tives on with the car once launched.

1967
installed. It looks the part but performance leaves testers cold. In

0116259

usp lassics, sal d parts, L
5464 or www.springgrangeclassics.couk

M Superflex, polyurethane bushes, 07000 200025,
wwwsuperflex.co.ul

W Wrightons, body repairs, Worcs, 01527 585 010 or

tons-garage.co.uk
W Robsport International, sales, servicing and parts, Herts 01763
u

B E J Ward, sales, servicing and parts, Leics, 0116 279 9060

How much?

Three years ago, we reported how prices rarely went over £10,000
for the very best examples. How things have changed in that
short time! £15,000is now by no means unusual for the very best
examplesan adesers forecourt, For the carthatat st appeared
than
Of course, asthe years have passed, 25 reputalmn wories have

regular oil changes and timing gear replacement have Tt
Stag with the reliability it raved but was 5o cruelly denied when
new. For some time now, the classic car world has been waking up
tojust whatis on offer here - from the musical V8 to the practical
seating, cuising abilty and s(yhsh Tooks.

icj While prices for
parallel to this,work has been ongoing for a new four-cylinder engine skyward, ey g have not
= It gone q the
usmg itasa is this w 1ph six-cylinder or Rover V8 engines are still not fancied by

S g-wm hence the move 031 = Incmenlally, while

the
other applications, Triumph engineers sate that the rival Rover unit will
ot fit anyway - which is not entirely accurate.

1969 The Mk2 &

9
that

snout. i s0good
e decided to employ it onthe revised saloons alsol
1970 pe Eas Cout

quite a st Here is Triumph ai take on giants such as Mercedies-
e e e eSO hich gives

- often struggling to beat
£3000,50 i you aren't an originality freak, it could be a cheap way
into Stag motoring. Just don't open the bonnet at shows.

Itis stll possible to get a good example for less than £10,000,
but mark our words that these halcyon days will not be around
forever. Good, original examples can be had from £5000 upwards if
you don't mind doing a little work, while rough examples will etch
only one or two thousand. f you can weld, it could be an ideal
project as parts support is excellent.

Verdict

not The story of the Stag is tinged with tragedy but ignoring the
offered by rivals. horrors of the BL era, it remains a very capable and useable classic
1972Two 4xa Triumph ith thati
in on the 4xd act but BL isnot aaris about.Its

i forerunner The for that reason, the
stag choice.
and lackadaisical build quality have already started to tarnish the you burble.

reputation of the new car. Overheating woes cause a redesign of the

cooling system.

1913 et hnle iy of obvious

changes.C| plus. i

o s e :hanges Inciude the fiting of Layeock
tags.

overcome however.
1974 Stag production is scaled back as the effects of the fuel crisis

It's another nai in the
19 fitted and the tail p body
colour Five-spoke all hal
sales slide.

1977 WihBLn riss the tagsinal dropped - s ar the aged
Triumph

I threat to the

Rover nh
~not the 12,000, year that management had hoped for

It comfortable, classy and while you have to accept that these
cars require a lttle fettling to keep them at the top of their game,
they have much more character than the equivalent Mercedes-
BenzSL - if not quite the glamour of the Pagoda predecessor.

Sl from the many clubs and

to keep.
the thing on lhe e Goand with price il on
the climb, theres a ot to recommend a Stag.

Insurance quote

Based ona 1972 Triumph Stag valued at £8000
B Fully comp, 29-year old, two-years NCB, parked on drive, unli
mileage. If a member of the TSSC £154.80 (£50 excess).Ifa
‘member of any other Triumph club £168.45 (€50 gz
B Fully comp, 50-year old,full NCB, garaged, 3000 mi
ar. I a member of any Triumph club £104.40 szo excassl
ver i

econd

and Motor Legal Expenses.
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TRIUMPH TR5/6

WHILE the 2498cc six-cylinder
engines are generally robust,
wear can setin thanks to the
poxlllo g of the il fiter, which

Chassis

JUST as the bodywork can rust, so can the chassis.
One prime spot is where the trailing arms moun
The arms themselves may be alloy, but tinworm
sets in at the point where they mate up to the.
chassis. Repair means taking the body off - but
itis something you'll have to do to get the car
through an MoT and make it safe to drive. The

hassis ra Iso devel

to m(mam initially. Look to see
if the owner has upgraded to
a spin-offfilter. Many will have
done, and it stops this happening.

Crankshaft end floatis

. % something these units can

beafficted b the
ry t h ulley/fan
backwards Ther shouldbea it bitf forard movement rom t,but  theres
quitea bit, it points to a thrust washer possibly about to drop out. This willlead not
just to the crank destroying itself, but also what's around it as well. Not good, not
good atal If o pressure at 3000rpm when warm reads ust about 10psi - fit

nearby
holes, something else you don't really want
either. A rusty floorpan can also spread s disease
through to the chassis.

‘The differential mounting can suffer from stress.
cracks. If it not obvious from underneath, than
all might become more obvious during a test
drive. A clonking when the clutch s released is an
indicator of ths, but could also simply be worn
driveshafts or universal joints, which isn't such an
involved job to put right.

You can check for possible accident damage -
these ar sportcars afteal - by ooking a the

d the front tthe

fluctuates a ot -then the crank is worn. Look f 80 engine at
thisfigure (or around 50 psi at 2500rpm). i
quiet - expect some noise, but obtrusive tappet sound shouldn' be part of it

I newengine hs been e then do check thatits  poper TR one, notane
that has come out of a saloon. They will it

point where the chassis starts to bulge outwards.
Any creases here are bad news.
Something e\se o shoudl look for s hogging!

tobuy, but they don't have the same crank or camshaft, and S0 don'toffer the same
level of performance.

e past
can project imm benea(h the rear valance - and
putting it right again requires an expert.

Parts pnces

ake pad set, to 1
Prices from Moss, and include VAT
Front wing, TR

Specification

car TRIUMPHTRSPI  TRIUMPHTR250  TRIUMPHTR6

Year 19671968 19671968 19681976

BHP/RPM 150bhp (124 from
Topspeed  121mph 107mph 121mph

060mph  88secs 106secs 82secs

Consumption 20mpg 22mpg 20mpg

Enginesize _All models: 2498cc six-cylinder OHV

Gearbox Al models: 4-speed manual plus overdrive

Suspension , with coi springs

and telescopic dampers. Rear: Independent, by semi-trailing arms, coil springs,

lever arm dampers.

complet
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The TR5 and Teutonically-revamped TR6 were the final incarnations of the traditional Triumph sportscars
- albeit with six cylinders instead of four. RICHARD GUNN looks at buying one of the great British bruisers.

SOMEWHAT agricultural they may be with their heavy clutches,
he

t the quietin
operation. If they'fe not, suspect a worn layshaft. Oil leaks aren't
d d

ifthe level has dropped too low, then you can ar
be id car
is higher but the mechanicals more oil tight. How quickly the
overdrive engages is a good signal of the level of the flid -
quickly and with a small jolt s just as it should be.

Synchromesh disappears with age as it does on most classics,
with second gear ikely to suffer demise first of all. Another
possibility with an ageing box is that the stick can pop out on the
overrun. Look for this all the gears to see if this s the case.

And now onto hissing. I there is this noise when the car isin
neutral and the clutch is pushed down, thisis likely to be a worn
release bearing. But a hissing in first gear when moving slowly
points to worn layshaft bearings. Replacement means taking out
the gearbox.

Buy a car with the best interior you can find, bearing in mind that
d e expensive to repl ifthe

DESPITE the two cars looking very different to each other, all
Karmann really did with the TR6 was reskin the TRS. That does
mean that what affects one model generally affects the other
as well, although there are some grot spots that are individual
to each model.

Rust is, primarily, your main enemy when it comes to buying
one of these TRs, with the TR6's existence through to the worst
years of British Leyland not having helped its buld quality.
However, the good news i that practically everything is
available from the many specialists who cater for the TR. And,
yes, you can almost build one of these cars from scratch, such
is the healthy state of the parts situation.

There are all the usual suspects to check on one of these
cars. suffer - both the
surrounding them and behind the bowis - and the wing
bottoms also tend to go crusty with age and dampness too.
Doors can suffer from blocked drainholes, and f they do, the
surrounding metal will start to be sacrificed to tinworm. Areas
which can be overlooked include the front and rear valances,
thanks to hiding away under the bumpers where they re not
immediately noticeable.

Suffice to say, the sills should be scrutinised carefully, paying
close attention to the A-post area. Putting new sills on means
taking both front wings off..which will often reveal even more
problems. Bulkheads are vulnerable to dirt being thrown up

st ofthe car is up to scratch, then don't get too worried abouta
scruffy cockpit, as practically everything you'l ever want or need
f H y

o
the hood, as one of these with tears in it will be costly to replace.
Andif you find a car with the optional hard top, then go for it
These are very sought-after.

r Is, with problems, g in around
where the splash panel meets the inner wing, while the
battery tray also tends to go crumbly thanks to its addiction
10 acid. The rear inner wings also go around the B-post - and
often, you'll just find that this area has just been filled to avoid
a complicated and pricy repair. If this is 5o, then the seam
where the rear wings meet with the body may have been
covered over. It shouldn't have been - so if you don't see the
seam here, you need to find out why.

Double-skinned bonnets promote rust in their leading edge,
and replacements are expensive, particularly so for TRSs. Yes,
aTR4/TR4A one will fit, but you won't have that distinctive
bonnet bulge in front of you. Not that it really matters too
much, because that bulge doesn't actually cover anything.

It's just Triumph's equivalent of a rolled-up ball of socks on a
Saturday night..

Just as bonnets like to go, 50 do bootlids, and is one of
those areas where the TR and TR6 vary. On the former,its
the bottom two inches of the boot which go, again due to
double-skinning trapping water. Over on the TR, the rear
lip overhang causes all the problems, thanks to - yes, you've
quessed it - double-skinned steelwork, plus the effects of
gasses from the exhaust. The inside of the boot can collect
water in the spare wheel well. Its worth taking the tyre out
t0 have an in-depth probe around here to see how solid the

tal actually is. On the TR6, rust
rear lamps, which will ultimately also let water into the boot.

Although the panel gaps are variable on these cars anyway
- standard British workmanship from the Seventies - uneven
spaces around the doors, bonnets or boots should be
investigated further, as they could point to potential accident
damage. Evidence here should be used as an excuse to

ASIDE from the ususal ball d . the front
suspensionis usualy trustworthy enough. As s the rear as well,
although specialtools are needed to disassemble this i anything
goes wrong. Do look to see that the car sits level ll around, as any
misalignment wil affect handiing

and check for kinks in the ch separate
section). You should also look for glassfibre panels too - at
me point, most panels on a TRS or TRG have been offered in
this material in the past, at a far cheaper cost than the genuine
metal items.
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Fuel Injection

THE have UK butas
jth little else
dlearn f P

pr 3

rig

somewhere alitle Iess war,orswapit for  Bosch pump,which s Ies;

\n(ksa\mady A \oud continuoussound indiaesa heskty pump.

the unit.Disconnect each one in tur and hold ajam jar undemeath to
catch any fuel. Then you can checkto see fthere s any hint of a blockage.
the

Contacts

Cubs

W Club Triumph. Tel: 01425 274193 or wwwclub.triumph.org.uk
TR Drivers Club. Tel: 01452 614234 or www.trdrivers.com
TR Register, Oxon. Tel: 01235 818866 or www.r-registerco.uk

swuim
immer Bros, Lincs. Tel: 01522 568000 or www.rimmerbros.co.uk
I Moss Europe, nationwide. Tel: 0800 281182 or
wwmoss-europecouk

W TRGB Ltd, Cambs. Tel: 0870 757 2441 or www.trgb.co.uk

B Clive Manvers, Sufflk.Tel:01359 244417 or

lack oflead lubrication can result in the meter unit seizing up.

engine. it perish e Not
exaulydesuab\e

tof course,
less power and not be neary o enjoyable to drive.

TR Shop, London. Tel: 020 8995 6621 or wwwtrshop.co.uk
W Southern Triumph Services, Dorset. Tel: 01202 427008,

W Revington TR, Somerset, Tel: 01823 698437 or
wwwirevingtontrcom

B TRBitz, Cheshire. Tel: 01925 861861 or wwwirbitz.com

W TRWorkshops, Gloucester. Tel: 01285 659900

HISTORY

1952 ¢ the dawn of a new (and lengthy) sporting Triumph era, ith the.

appearance of the TR2 at the London Motor Show.

1961 With the TR2 having passed through TR3 and TR3A incamations, the
TRa Triumphis

italan styling guru Giovanni Michelotti

W TREnter Notts.Tel: 01623 793807
M Classic Touring (TR Hire) Tel: 01892 891166
TR Trader, Cheshire. Tel: 0161 485 5005

M Yorskshire TR Centre. Tel: 01924 365990

Market Trends

£2soc 10 £17,500 - EVERGREEN Bmlsh classicsthat lheyave the
TRS

pa weu.thax' the case in lhe past, and hkely
TR, with
it wel Ifyou buy one of these Triumphs, Sl keepitin
Jarged t
which, ot toaparting
thatthe Wasp of the ways. And you might even make something too..

I
will have to be available in two forms: one for Europe, one for the UK.
1967 No longer known as the Wasp, the TRS appears. Well atleast, that's
what the car i called in the UK, with the adion of the ltters Pl a the

G ah S I o e i
i

Don't expect to pick up one of these cars cheaply, even i rough
condition. You can find yourself having to spend quite a bit even
fora basketcase, with a rolling wreck of TRS worth more than
some four-cylinder sportscars of the same era.

i the

thisbreed higher p o )

250 s
only has wdbhp‘ thanks to bing fitted with Zenith- Slmmberg carburttos

surrounds it P of the Michelotti

B doa budget makeoverTo s crdit,what Karmann comes

P ; don
expect to use your pocket money to buy one. Unless you have
VERY deed.

Verdict

For many, its the TRS mm T the ultimate blooming of
the TR flower. It has the nal looks, but combines them

el |n|e(m7n ktail that
none o the other i Iooked ortasted ke, But withso e
it itbe

et Retieg oot crrescton bt

Kamm tail. Dif thi

the car becomes

theTRe.
1971 i hich alters the

refined and robust. However, that power drops down to 124bhp.
the TR7 - back to four

o
H 5

ne might be a probi
(emp(ed by a TRZSU unless youre R S by style than
actual substance. Under such circumstances, the TR6 stil has
much to recommend it It’ essentially the same car as the TRS,
butjust much easier to find, cheaper to buy and with more
modern looks.

Insurance quote

Fora £10,000 1873 Triumph TRG based in Peterborough
8 Fuly comp E100 xcess: 21945 Tora 29y ok o yearsNCh e

continue.

lFuIly B, clean licence, 3000
!

d 106,050 six-

cylinder TRs have been made in total,
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» Various Annual Mileage Options

« Includes Ful Cover
throughout Europe

* Free Breakdown & Recovery
within UK & Europe

« Cover Available for NI Residents

 Multi-Vehicle Discounts

Tel: 01621 840400
or Tel: 01376 574046
The Farriers, Bull Lane
Maldon, Essex CM9 4QB

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd

GET YOURFILL!

THE NEW PETER BEST WEBSITE
www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

« Discounts for Club Membership

« Free Agreed Value

« Laid-Up Cover

« No Excess on windscreen/glass
repair or replacement

« Free Glass Etching

+ Salvage Retention Option

Autharised and Regulated by the FinancialServices Authority

« Immediate Cover if paid by
Credit/Debit Card

* Household Scheme available with
Car Parts/Accessories Cover with
210% Discount for Existing
Policyholders

 Friendly, Polite & Personal Service

Drverage estrictions apply. Terms and conditons 2ply.

19485

PETER BEST INSURANCE



Parts prices
ommon parts prices, supplied by TVR Car
Parts

Rear brake Caliper,

Front Brake Calip

Brake master cylinder

and reservoir

Clutch cover,

Clutch plate (500 and 450

Clutch plate (400),

Clutch slave cylinder

Aluminium Radiator,

Standard Radiator,

Silicone Hose Kit (5

Bottom Hose,

Full Service Kt

HT Lead Set,

Nitron Shock absorber

upgrade set, £945.00
Lower front wishbone, £9036
Rose jointed drop link

THE Rover-derived he motor trade, and
servcetemsae a doddle to gt hod of.Regular senices il be i the order f £200oran e
check up, and £500 for the annual 12,000 miler - when you put that nto context of the performance
andexcusiity f these cas, thatsidculously s o2 bargan
Camshaft wear is not
earlier on more lightly used engines. So pay attention for tapping or uneven running at idle. Don't be
put off by low oilpressure readings - this is another Rover V8 foible, and not one to be worried about
~aslong s it's not excessively low.

TVR gauges,tend to give a feel of ‘what's sort of going on rather than what is actually happening
and, s worth rememberng that teyarn qute upto taday standrds

Heat

Dont (on!use 2warm engine bay with a propensity to overheat - it can happen, but ths s more likely o be caused by a lack of use and corroding fan
Otterswitch s  standard Land Rover part and is an easy ix - many owners opt for a fan
ovemde switch which is simple o ft and takes the oy ou! onmslanmg), 50 check the system warms through - and doesn't et too hot - on your test
drive.In short, make sure the cooling system is in good sh

As expected with an engine that has been 0 long, the major issues , and prove pretty
daily running. But that -if  they tend to wear more Quick,as many owners make the
mistake of going for mileage- rather than time-related oil (hanges And this engine positively needs regular oil changes.

The only other area of potentialtrouble nder the bonnet i the front end of the exhaust system. Manifolds have been known to crack, and their gaskets
canfai leading leaks. This 10-year pl d onlow mileage, low usage cars more

me 1992 cars should e it with catlytic converers, and 5 wou\d be expected at ms s2ge e Known to cause emissions problems at the MoT test

catitself, whi well-protects which fal

managemem system to play hide and In orhev ordh ot dnot ~alth
learn that the earlier pre-cat cars are n such demand.

h to

Specification

Car TVR Griffith 4.0 TVR Griffith 4.3 TVR Griffith 500
Year 1992-1994 1992-1994 1994-2002
Engine size 3948cc,V8, ohv 16V, 4380cc,V8, ohv 16V, 4997cc,V8, ohv 16V.
BHP/RPM 24005300 28005500 34005500 (ater 320@5500)
Top speed 160mph 161mph 167mph
0-60mph 48secs 4dsecs 4secs
Gearbox All models: five-speed manual,rear-wheel drive
Consumption All models: 18-28mpg
ion All models: coil springs, wishb ti-oll bar and d coil springs, wishbones.
and dampers
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‘So close to greatness it hurts'was the description one weekly magazine applied to the TVR Griffith when it hit
the roads back in 1992.Today, KEITH ADAMS reckons it’s all the way there now, and it's a great time to buy,as
long as you know what you're looking for...

fr ly car with kerbed or I ke

it
spoke designs are easier to get hold ofor refurbish.

OBVIOUSLY being
lasfbre, the TVR

from rustin the

expensive diamond cut finish in order o bring them back to factory

- butinaway that

from

ondition which can be around £100-plus a wheel, later 5000 Estorial should mean that
especally the 15-inch 1994  her next c
‘The dangers lurk under the skin, and failing to check out the chassis
rear tyres very quickly indeed, now could leave you n hot water n years to come. Although it was
Bearin powd
mind urface rust,
the Griffth, doubt, when the carsinfor attention, so pay close atention to the service
check the TVR Car Club. hmary
the yied (o helps the
e nottrying o ice any problem areasusethe cler type and be wary
of black coated chassis
AL -andits

allthe betterfor it - there re parts that your average Vaushall Cavalier
owner willrecognise. This means that any faiures on th stalks and
i i nything els, th youte

looking at that

e. The nosecone will need regular resprays during the e of the
car-notonlywil paring scrapes akethei tllontis bumperes ca,
but

paintspaying proces et s shape. A good by shop can atch

interi q
allthe tales of woe, the truth i that the Grifth is actually pretty tightly

keep the car looking n ip top condition.

he front,

rewed tog Pl d. lier spec
- as the earlier unobtainable version, that'l b ifith If 5
fomTVRasa lepla(emen! part. "
Althoughthe xeit el
fthe new P at
sl and thelft out targa
of a bet panel can get scuffed
London riagecompany o ampe. bt leoky
R company ol o i good order.
concern ofeaks. g
leaking screens can be vry diffcul o sortout, andif the car you'e o
with age.
p y i 3 the fuel tank when it is inserted in the boot for storage A new complete
ot hows e Pood e scren s vl o rcund £600700 (g
temecses,can o the seatbase g
s 5 nenher ofwhich shou\dmnmhlem;(onhoselookmg\ovepavr
ﬁnd a CavahekaS hatch - Iheylelhe Same
Transmission . dent, and
holcadf i properly. 000, and that
true. Ifyoute.

it's a pre-1994 car, it have an LT77 transmission, which has been widely
used throughout the Rover range - and unusually for a mainstream
it i d

looking ata car that isn', then serious questions need to be asked.

It power q Don't
bo i he

the sys!em The 177 gearbox hs a reputatonforbeig weak i some

Brakes

gular di
vt len by a standard Grfith. d
L 9 T5'box - and s than up /. As wit  you
. que. won't want to leave your Grifith standing too long, a rust can soon
g g for take a hold of the discs, accelerating the need for replacement.
rear end at constant speed - not checking the oil lead Now theret notleaving your TVR i th
to premature wear. garage.
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Contacts

Clubs.

M David Batty, The Garage Guildford, Surrey 01483 811995
u

W TVR Car Club, Unit 5, Nova H

I House, London, NW

F10 7DW,

wwwavr-car-club.couk

Specialists:

TS, , www

' Offord Motor Company, Offord Davey, Cambridgeshire, 01480
11484, wwwoffords.com

B David Geralds, The Inkberrow, Worcester, WR7 4JF, 01386 793237,

W James Agger Autosport, 01509 881 516,
jamesagger.com

W TVR Power, 339 Bedworth Road, Longford, Coventry, CV6 6BN, 024
7636 6177, www.tvrpower.co.l

8 Austec Racing, Unit 5, Forgewood Industrial Esate, Gatwick Road)
Crawley, RH10 9PG, 01293 531080,

W Sportmotive, 01782 333008 or 07976 0006
B Bell Hill Garage, 01373 834 25, wwwibellhillgarage.co.uk

W TET:01253892342

W TVR Car Parts, Cullompton, Devon, EX15 288, 01884 266755,

BEING a high performance car, it is imperative that suspension
geometry settings and tyre pressures are absolutely spot on.
Because there’s so much power to play with, any inaccuracies
can lead to seriously wayward handling

Not as much as if there’s a structural failure, though. Don't think
that just because the Griffth i relatively modern car that you
can skimp on checking out underneath - because it is vital

to check out suspension wishbones. These are known to rust
right through, and eventually collapse, and although they are
relatively inexpensive to replace, it might et un-noticed on a
carthat's gone a long time between services.

The Differential bushes at the rear are a quite common wear
item and this can usually be picked up by a clunk behind

the drivers/passenger seat on hard acceleration - these are

HISTORY

1986: TVR launch ’S’model

Market Trends

o i
fun - and since - it no surprise that values remain high for the best

cars Althoug joesn't appy jorpi

i thenit comes
tovalues.
o he
ke bl oy oo t

e best

e i years certanly bears e
hypothess

Although as time goes onts i

vitable that the older cars have

in 5
Also note that pre-cat cars command a healthy premium.

Verdict

d b

version ofits M'series of cars dati nti
The Tasmin Wedgretained V& pnwev in 350, 390, 400, 420 and 450

Wweved option.
1989: Brisk sales of the TVR S encourage management to pursue a new
TVR bos: heeler

pen a swoopy design concept, which is based around the Rover V8.
engine and the chassis of the S model.The intention I or the concept
the TVR range, ulti placing
increasingly outrageous ‘Wedge'cars
1990: The wraps come offthe Grifith for the first time at the Brtish
Motor Show, held at the NEC in Birmingham. Although itis a tradition
for TVR to show concept cars a the bi-annual show, with vague
promises of production, there's  real buzz about this one. The

mad to consider a TVR when there are plenty of good Porsches out
there.After all they l have you believe a TVR will fall apart rapicly, and
will onstantly break down.

] is some way away VR

ifith d
selection of tried and tested components.
s clothed

that the sum of the parts is easily exceeded by the whole.
‘The truth s, for every unhappy Griffth owner out there, youTl ind

eg purchase,
[l ! it's perfect,

y
toomier Chimera for that) you can enjoy it as a weekend toy.
I and

massivel
TVR has a potential hiton its hands, and comits the car to future:
production.

1992: :
these now sit on the strengthened chassis of the TVR Tuscan racer.

mileage with careful attention paid to serving
s with sy car that can rack e seconds forth 060y e

thatith d, in agent,

Two Sbg of the tuned TVR Power engine ased 9
Sitre “The press loves th

ndYVR struggles to meet ot :ramnmmg buyers. The.

, using and

he Griffth many t

more practical alternative.
1994: The Grifith 500 is launched - a lot more power and performance
fora little more money, and it proves a strong seller from the
beginning.
T L e e
manufacturer special option for some ti
2002: Production ends, although a few cars remained unsold into 2003
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and you'l e fine. Just make sure you don't mind being the centre: &
attraction, and you're not looking fora relaxing drive ~ and f you don't
mind all that,youTl be in great danger of falling n love...

Insurance quote
Fora £14,000 iffith

[ e
immobilser) 745 without.

000
15 without
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VW CAMPER/BUS

Wy
7

4 f\>\”

Air-cooled VWs have a reputation for reliability but none of them will last forever
out regular maintenance. So, check the condition of the oil as it is the lifeblood of
the flat-four, keeping it cool and running sweetly. Oil leaks are common, but not good,
especially major ones coming from the gearbox end. This usually means the flywheel oil
seal is up the swanny and that's an engine out job to fix it - not the end of the world,
buta pain in the neck all the same. Most campers are likely to have a 1600cc engine in
the back now, but early splits can have something as meagre as a 1200cc unit pushing
them uphill and down dale. Later bays have 2-litre suitcase style engines, which are
more powerful but thirstier as a result. There’s an entire industry devoted to making R
these things faster and if you have the money you don't have to spend lfe in the slow
lane, even though most do. A good 1600cc is fine around town, but fully-laden, a
camper will suffer on inclines and steep hills. So many are likely to have had their nuts
revved off. Split screen prices - Cool Air
Watch for blue smoke and check the oil pressure. Its also a good idea to give the [ IS INES HPtoRIASY
lower pulley a yank. If you detect any noticeable movement or hear a thunk it means. nose panel
there’s end-float (play in the rear main bearing) and that means a rebuild. Look after
them and well over 100,000 trouble free miles is a reasonable assumption.

£79.00

(Bay) Rear comer repair panel
(Bay) Cab door skin

e (Bay) Cab door kit
Specification (Repla 9 £1900
N (Bay) Front wheelarch £79.50
Vehicle 21/23-Window Samba 11-Window Microbus  Late bay window (G e £1095
Year 1955 1967 1972 (Bay) Late model Taillight unit £2495
Engine 1192cc 4-cyl HO 1493cc 4-cyl HO 1700cc 4-cyl HO (split) Complete front wheelarch ~ £49.95
BHP/RPM 30@3400 53@4200 74@5400 (Split) Lower doorskin £32.50
Top Speed 55mph 65mph 70mph
Gearbox 4-speed manual 4-speed manual 4-speed manual
Consumption  All models: Between 26-36mpg
Suspension Front:Independent by trailing arms, torsion bars, anti-roll bar, hydraulic
shock absorbers. Rear: Independent by semi-trailing arms, torsion bars, (Split) Front chassis section
hydraulic shock absorbers. Split screen models also feature reduction (Split) Barndoor taillight £149.95
boxes on rear (Split) 1960-72 taillight 95
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Volkswagen's box on wheels has been used for every task under the sun, but by far the most loved variant is the
camper van. The archetypal hippy wagon is the four-wheeled embodiment of flower power so JAMES PEENE tunes
in, drops out again, and sees what all the fuss is about. Expert advice comes courtesy of Jeff Culkin from Just Kampers

Al splt screen vans left d
the later generation of bay windows came with discs on the
front. Drums are usually okay if they're properly adjusted but if
you plan on fitting a larger engine, or just want to know that
You can stop in a hurry without locking up if you have to, then
afterarket discs are the way to go. I you're not bothered
about originality you can fita late bay beam to an earlier bus,
but then you'll need adaptors to run your original wheels, as
the stud patterns are different. Or, you can buy front and rear
disc conversion kits i a variety of patterns, be it late or early
VW, Porsche or other, that allows you to ft all manner of
aftermarket wheels too,

Interior

There are many
camper conversions
out there, so it
really is a matter of
horses for courses.
Danbury, Dormobile,
Devon, Canterbury
Pitt, Westfalia, all are
different, so do your homework first so you know what kind
you'e looking at. Home-brewed interiors are all well and good
for those on  budget, but o you really want someone else's
old kitchen units nailed in your bus when a properly thought-
out conversion is so readily available? By far the best original
conversions are those found in Westfalias. They were the only

ipment fit

bay window

tdoesn' really

E\lhev the
vl thevirtertheye genenlytoo mQ tofitinto most

battering he f

And that

1fyou can find yourselfa one owner rom new bus then buy it

bout

old and whole sections seemingly carved out offiler.

W itself

and finish, with sinks, cookers, folding beds and lovely wooden
headliners. You'll need to be on the look out for wear and tear
and missing fixings though.

your eyes peeled for signs of water damage as pop-
tops can leak (although all parts to fix them are available)
and split screen vans with front Safari windscreens are the
quickest way to rot your carpets and destroy the metal work
underneath.

You can get pretty much anything you need these days
although Westy parts can be a bit on the pricy side. Door
cards, cushion fabrics, curtains and whatever else you need are
available to return your camper to stock show room condition’
or you can go mad and create your own f that's what floats
your boat.

g sostart

Takea the

is amiss.
.
look d that It impactina
front-ender
panel is dented.
i panel . This wil
been done. Getting the huge
amammothj i ip any sloppy prep:
aninstant.

Then, look along the other side, the one with the door(s. Bay windows
pit
ith

will mean looking fora secondhand tem.

[

derneath

tooand
vice versa.

Tailgate

bay wind
from swap meets again.

Standard ride height campers are gratio drive. They soak up bumpx

You offtake a peek at the underside. Some

Either way, innersills,chassis ik
outriggers, jacking-points, crossmembers and the loors above them can

and do rot ke you couldn'tbelieve.
“That said,

motorways and suffer rom (rosswmds Many buses s v
for e well
Takm\ oextremes howeverand it canbe dangerous,wearng out

welder y X
cket.

llyitits

The pveferred o 0 Towering aType 2is to weld adjust
into the front beam, so they are easy to raise back up again,although
it best to check the quality of any work that's been done. All of the
components re fairy robust and most are easy to find and cheap

very old, like a bamdoor or has lots of windows, like a Samba.
Teke your time and find yourself  good one, it willcost farlessin the
long run. O, any of

to replace. Rear ends are simply

them nearer to the ground.

section for contact detals.
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HISTORY Conacts
After
dyet Gobs
You'll find camper..or
¢ 5
Type 2-or Transpor 9¢ y y yany !eule club. Three M(he
inits own igh, gh are:
of worms, d
was, gen Owners Club, PO Box 7, Walsall, West Midlands,
Torquay to Timbuiu. WS7 258 or wwvvwocgb.com
G W Spiitscreen Van Clubs Tel:01926 814860 or wwwssve.org.uk
gets Ferdinand Porsche to build him the People's ar - the Beetle . W Volkswagen Type 2 Owners Club, Tel: 01527 872194 or
Y wwwywi2oc.org
Specialists
and business boom
w"‘;’f isboons B Just Kampers, Hampshire. Tel: 0845 120 4585 or
ek W Cool Air, Kent. Tel: 01322 335050 or www.coolairvw.co.uk
VW ref h W Alan Schofield. Derbyshire, Tel: 01457 854267 or
“box on wheels' de
a step towards reality. M VW Heritage, West Sussex. Tel: 0845 873 8328 or
prototype Transporter
B Karmann Konnection, Essex. Tel: 01702 601155 or
T vans Ltd, Bristol. Tel: 0870 1202356 or
line with  25bhp sie-<ooled engine, wwwdanburymotorcaravans.com
1955
Greckow
6 2 (Invaluable US resource)
bamdoormodeks. . W VolksWorld Camper&Bus magazine, www.volksworld.com
1967 g (Fabulous UK resource/vehicles for sale)
i Lol B www.volkszone.co.uk/VZi (UK website/vehicles for sale)
i
s Insurance quote
a ’ For a 1971 Volkswagen bay window camper, valued at £5000,
based in Peterborougl
are no longer as moon shaped - all a great shame. ® Fully comp, £165, for a 29-year-old, two years'NCB, 10,000
i A miles, only car, kept on criveway, club member
e ® Fully comp, £81.90, for a 50-year-old, full NCB, 3000 miles,
Bz, led 1 second car, garaged, club member
Verdict
Take it from us, Id VW bus, beita
splitty i i i
ig t assit, themassive,  you parkit.
thin-rimmed steering- But don't just it. Our expert, Jeff Culkin from Just
Kampers, knows VW Type Heres what
h e <
poor per K back dh
¥ d ing today special It
down. Th: i o A

d
e 1972 they got disc brakes on the front, had bigger, more:

unveiled in 1949 and spawned many derivatives, pre-dating people:
d MPVs des. C he

the
early Fifties and these, and their descendants, are the ones most people

But, old
W pa own one, th
Campx chances
f itsa bus thi the country orat the beach.
Ithas soul, ch “2007 Summromweanmfmva
hick it per van and 1967.
or j00d bus wil be the Cancdentaly VW innche the SoyWindow Type 3 m e 196 and
er for weekends name it Kids he early
Tove them, they y tyish,
7 e d still affordabl
A Yes,
their as your head:’
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Timewarp Classics

Timewarp
Classics

On sale NOW!
£8.99

+£2 delivery UK £4 delivery Ireland/Europe
£7 delivery Rest of World

DON'T MISS OUT - ORDER TODAY
Tel: +44 (0)1959 541444 or
www.kelsey-books.com




. 3 3
When did your obsession begin?
urs started in 1965 — the year the first tin of Comma motor oil came off the
O production line. More than 40 years on and some things have changed quite

a bit — but your classic car won't have.

That's why we're re-introducing a range of 'Classic' oil — three grades of top quality
mineral oils, for use in traditional technology engines. Look out for the distinctive
click "Where to Buy' to find

cream tins!
your nearest stockist. [ SS;LC

Comma :

For more information visit
www.commaoil.com and
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Whatever your pride and joy,

rest assured, we'll get you covered.

The enthusiasts’ favourite for over twenty five years, Footman James is one of the
leading specialist insurance brokers.

With a UK client base of 140,000 owners of classic and vintage vehicles, Footman
James consistently uses its enormous influence to arrange our best deal for you.

So whatever your pride and joy, you can be confident that with
Footman James behind you, you've adopted our best policy.

Talk to us soon.

FOOTMAN y
JAMES Weredt

Insurance specialists. At your service. your service.

-~

Quoteline: 0844 826 9007 www.footmanjames.co.uk

sctviis oy 50120808

COMPETITIVE RATES on modern car, motorcycle, home and contents insurance



Original Briti
Jaguar Wire Whe

original specification, wi
three yea

MWS can suppl
balance wire wheels v

i Export Sales
Charles Americanos Isabella Zethofer
(T) 01753 598 384 (1) +44 1753 598 382
(F) 01753 547 170 (F) +44 1753 773 443

Motor Wheel Service International Ltd. units 1-4 Elder Way, Waterside Drive, lmglty

Tel: +44 (0)1753 549360 Fax: +44 (0)1753 547170 E-mail: info@muwsint.com Website:

Our online database contains wire wheel and accessory fitment details for hundreds of vehicles
Just go to www.mwsint.com and select Fitment Guide from the menu




Parts Suppliers for
Classic Jaguars!

It's true there are quite a few of them But!

aforeign par  few pence cheaper than Englsh made items they want
i

partis needed someoneis there tohelp them.

O We offer an on site Vehicle Inspection Service
with Written Report

=]

The Servicing and Repair of any Classic Jaguar.

o

Total Restorations standard or modified, Bod
Work Restoration including Paintwork and
Insurance Accident Damage

o

Complete New Body Shells for E Types

o

Reconditioning of Major Units, Engine, Axles etc.

o

Upgrades and modification to engine, gearbox,
steering, suspension, lighting etc. Available.

o

And of course the finest most comprehensive
Parts Service for all Classic Jaguars to modern
models, Including Genuine Jaguar and Classic
Jaguar Parts (JDHT) for Service, Repair and
Restoration

With over the Counter & Mail Order Sales

o

- RESTORATION -
- ENGINEERING -

WEB SITE: wwwidelassics.co
Email: jdclassics@btconne
OFFICE: (01621) 879579
FACSIMILE: (01621

30+ Years service to the
Jaguar Owner-Restorer

XKTO X]

‘The Company that put the E-type and MK.I
back on the roa

24-7 ONLINE PART SEARCH
AND PURCHASE

24-7 CATALOGUE DOWNLOAD

SEE OUR WEBSITE WITH TECHNICAL
INFORMATION + MORE

YOUR PURCHASES HAVE HELPED
TRAIN OVER 100 TECHNICIAN
APPRENTICES IN MANY
ENGINEERING TRADES.

Contact

Pool Road

Tel No: +44 0;147 638 6903

Fax No: +44 (0)247 634 5302 ﬁamph\” Industrial Estate
Email: i tinrobey.couk W
Web:  www.martinrobey.com O
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